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Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting at 

St John the Baptist Church, Littlehempston 

on 2nd July 2019 
 

Present:    Cllrs Morris, Whybrow, Ash, Eyers and Oldridge 
In attendance:   Joy Book, Clerk 

Cllr Hawkins – County Councillor 
 

Members of public: 4 
 

Cllr Morris welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the new Clerk, Joy Book 
and congratulated Cllr Hawkins on his re-election. 
 

01.07.19 Apologies 

   District Cllr Pennington 

02.07.19 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest 

03.07.19 Public participation  

 
i. Item 12 was brought forward (1472/19/FUL: Erection of a 

new dwelling to replace an existing mobile home with associated access 

and landscaping – Martin Hill Racing, Knaves Ash Cross, Littlehempston) 
Mr Hill explained that he no longer trains race horses and therefore 

wishes to extend his breeding operation. The in foal mares currently have 
to be moved from site to foal which is expensive and not in the interest 
of the animal’s welfare. The new dwelling location (25m from the stable 

block) would facilitate foaling on site and give a good visual view of all 
the paddocks. The racing yard is up for sale but the mobile home on the 

site (which has a Certificate of Lawfulness) is putting off prospective 
buyers.  

 

      The application is for a modest 2 bed, 1.5 storey house which is designed 

to blend into the surroundings and will be heavily landscaped to alleviate 
any impact. It is hoped that solar panels and energy glass can be 
incorporated into the design. 

 

There have been no comments or objections to this application received 
from parishioners. 

 

ii. Stile number 3: This stile is very unstable. The landowner has given 

permission for it to be replaced with a galvanised gate which the County 
Council will install. 

 

iii.  Beat the Bounds (BTB): Mike Wright presented his plans for this 

years Beat the Bounds. Records show that there has not been a BTB in 
Littlehempston since the 13th century. It is hoped that councillors from 
the bordering parish councils will join in and meet at the boundaries to 

pass over commemorating documents. A route has been prepared which 
will include the history of the area and pit stops. Further investigation is 

being made into whether Totnes can be included.  
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The event will be spread over two days – Saturday 21st September and 

Sunday 29th September. 
 

Permission has been obtained from all the landowners and six sponsors 
have been secured. If Cllr Morris is available he will present certificates to 

the walkers during refreshments in the church. Marshalls, a safety car 
and first aiders are required and a monthly update will be put into the 

magazine. Clerk will contact Dartington, Berry Pomeroy, Ipplepen, 

Staverton, Broadhempston with details. 

 

04.07.19 Approval of the Minutes  

of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council meeting held on 

7th May 2019 were agreed and signed as correct. 

05.07.19 Report from County Councillor 

Cllr Hawkins congratulated Cllr Pennington on being re-elected. Cllr 
Hawkins has taken on the role of Executive Member for South Hams and 

will be responsible for wellbeing, disabled grants, loans for home 
refurbishment and boilers, food safety, bringing disused homes back into 

use, private landlords and safety issues. He is also Governor for the NHS 

Trusts in Torbay and South Devon. 

 Cycle path: Full report (written by Dave Black, DCC Head of Planning, 
Transportation and Environment) to HATOC members had previously 

been circulated by Cllr Hawkins. The section relating to Littlehempston, 

from the report, is detailed below:  

“Progress on delivering the strategy has been very slow due to lack of potential grant 

funds. Therefore, there is very little likelihood of extending the strategy in the rural areas 

where usage is least. 

Looking at the possibility of developing a route from Totnes to Littlehempston and on to 
Newton Abbot would be challenging. The topography is extremely hilly, existing lanes are 
narrow and it would be difficult for a cyclist to pass a vehicle. Some of the existing roads, 
which would provide onward connections to Littlehempston are privately owned and carry 

large HGVs associated with the South West Water Treatment Works and there are also a 
number of isolated properties along these lanes. There are likely to be objections to any 
planning application, which is generally the case for a cycle route. 

Predicted cycle usage is likely to be low. Current data from existing routes shows the 
greatest use is seen on coastal locations, where there are sizeable population catchments 
along the route; gradients are generally level; there are a number of attractions to break 
up the journey (i.e. café stops / picnic areas) and the landscape value is high (i.e. views 
of coast / estuary). The Exe Estuary between Exmouth and Dawlish and the Tarka Trail 

between Barnstaple and Bideford are such successful examples of leisure trails with high 

daily usage. Utility trips on the Totnes to Littlehempston route will be low as there is only 
a handful of pupils going to school from Littlehempston to Totnes. Due to its rural 
location, steep topography and remoteness, it is unlikely to be used by unaccompanied 
school children or loan cyclists. The proposed route does not meet many of the 
‘ingredients for success’ leisure cycle route criteria.” 

 Alternative options need to be looked into. Cllr Hawkins recommended 
that councillors attend the HATOC meetings. The parish council will look 

at ways of raising money to make the bridge suitable. 
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 Finance: South Ham needs to make another saving of half a million this 

year. The NHS trust has a £17 million shortfall. A fund of £330k is 

available for pollution in Totnes. 

 Climate Change Emergency: Cllr Hawkins reported that many local 
councils have decided to work within the criteria (see Item 8 below) 

which means they now have to consider the impact of their decisions 

against the criteria.  

 Funding: Cllr Hawkins has £250 available for a project in 

Littlehempston and Cllr Pennington has £2,000 for his district. 

06.07.19  Report from District Councillor: 

None available.  

07.07.19 Formal appointment of new Clerk – Joy Book and Employment 

Contract:  

Joy was formally appointed and welcomed to the parish council. Clerk will 
forward a standard employment contract for approval. Clerk presented 

the approved NALC salary scale for Clerks as her current hourly does not 
match any approved scale. It was agreed to pay the slightly higher rate 
of £12.15/hour (LC1 Pt 16 on the NALC scale) to formalise the salary for 

future NALC approved annual increases. 

08.07.19 Declaring a Climate Emergency:  

Cllr Oldridge reported that six months ago very few people were aware of 

this initiative but it has now gone global. If everyone was unanimous in 
their change of opinion the government would need to take notice. Cllr 
Oldridge listed a few items that could be improved eg. Heating (reducing 

environmentally damaging methods and improving insulation, funding 
options (for solar panels etc), transport (cut down car usage and improve 

public transport and therefore improving rural isolation). Change needs 
to be made from the bottom up as the government is currently tied up 

with other issues.  

 A sub-committee (not necessarily made up of councillors) may be set up 

to start looking at the issues and how their impact can be minimised or 

improved. A database could be set up to record community usage. 

This Parish Council thus decided that they would aspire to achieve the 
following pledge:-  

1. Declares a ‘Climate Emergency’;  

2. Pledges to make this parish carbon neutral by 2030, taking into account both 

production and consumption emissions (scope 1,2,3);[6]  

3. Calls on Devon County Council, South Hams District Council and Westminster to 

provide the powers and resources to make the 2030 target possible and to appoint 
Citizens assemblies to develop the policies to deliver this target;  

4.  Work with other local authority organisations such as neighbouring town and parish 
Councils, DALC (Devon Association of Local Governments) and appropriate government 
departments (both within the UK and internationally) to determine and implement best 
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practice methods to limit Global Warming to less than 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-

industrial levels; 

5.  Continue to work with partners across the district, county and region to deliver this 

new goal through all relevant strategies and plans;  

6.  Place this issue on Parish Council Committee agendas to agree strategies and action 

plans. 

7.  Report to Full Council within six months with the actions the Council will take to 

address this emergency 

 All in favour. Cllr Morris concluded by saying that another meeting would 

be required to establish how to move this forward. 

09.07.19 Actions from the previous meeting 
i. Mare & Foal Sanctuary lighting: The Sanctuary is currently closed 

for refurbishment. Lighting adjustments may form part of these works. 

To be monitored when it re-opens. 
ii. TAP Funding – lengthsman: A cheque for £1,020 has been received 

which covers the full amount spent recently on works to the trees. This 
funding stream will not be available next year. 

iii. Replacement of ‘Low Bridge’ signs beside Parkhill & 

Copper Tree Cross: The matter has been passed to the Structures 
Inspector. 

iv. Snow Warden: Cllr Ash will seek a volunteer for this role. 

10.07.19 Correspondence:  

i. Road closure notice (Two Bridges): To allow BB Rail to access 
railway bridge for repair/maintenance works. 

ii. Silting of the two flood channels in the village centre: The  
channels have been cleared in the past but no one was able to confirm 
who carried out the work. Clerk to contact Lisa Edmonds, Neighbourhood 

Highway Officer, CC. 
iii. Overgrown vegetation – Littlehempston/A381 junction: 

Clerk to contact John Todd. 
iv. Devon Investigations Ltd – Use of common law to remove 

travellers: Information to be kept on file. 

v. Stagecoach South West Annual Stakeholder Conference:  In 
the past a bus had been provided but there was very little uptake so the 

idea was abandoned. 

11.07.19 Clerk & Councillor Reports 

i. Docks in community orchard:  Cllr Ash reported that there is a 
large number of docks growing along the flood channels which are 

becoming an issue. It was agreed that they should not be treated with 
any chemicals for environmental reasons and the close proximity to the 
river. Therefore the only way to reduce them was to hand pick them but 

finding volunteers would be difficult. 
ii. Communicating with parishioners: A discussion followed about 

how to disseminate information around the parish. A suggestion was 
made that the Clerk compile a list of parishioners who wished to be 
informed by email but the system would need to be set up in a do not 

reply format so the Clerk would not be bombarded with emails. A contact 
form is available via the website if parishioners wish to contact the parish 

council. For transparency, the Parish Council information is already 
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available on the website, magazine and in the noticeboards. Facebook 

was discounted as this could lead to abuse. 
 

 Clerk raised the issue of the bi-monthly meetings delaying the availability 
of the minutes being in the public domain. There is a legal obligation to 

publish the minutes within 28 days of a meeting. It was therefore agreed 
that once the Chair has approved the draft minutes, they would be 
circulated to the other councillors for their approval and then posted on 

the website as ‘unconfirmed’ and unsigned until the next meeting when 
they would be formally approved. 

iii. Higher Court Farm planning application:  Resident raised 
concerns that the application included chemical treatment of the top soil 
in the wild flower meadow followed by replanting. There are currently 

around 45 different species of wild flowers in the meadow and it seems 
unnecessary to carry out this work. Clerk will write to the planners to 

request that this is removed from the application. Cllr Ash will forward 
the information to the Clerk. 

iv.         Cycling to Totnes along the main road: Cllr Ash has recently 

been using the main road to cycle into Totnes and reported that apart 
from a couple places eg. the two dangerous bends, she considers the 

route to be generally fairly safe. She wondered if there was a way of 
widening the road by cutting into the verge to allow for a cycle lane on 
the two bends. Cllr Hawkins reported that a feasibility study of the area 

had previously been undertaken. It is highly unlikely that works of this 
nature would be undertaken due to lack of available funds and the low 

numbers that it would assist. 

12.07.19  Planning Matters 
1472/19/FUL: Erection of a new dwelling to replace an existing mobile home with 

associated access and landscaping – Martin Hill Racing, Knaves Ash Cross, Littlehempston 

PC recommendation: No objections. PC are supportive of the 

business venture as it creates employment opportunities within the 

village. No issues were raised with the proposed design. 

South Hams DC decisions:  

3841/18/FUL: Change of use for a field to an extension of the parish graveyard, St John 
the Baptist Church 

Conditional approval on 16 May 2019. 
 

Other planning matters: None 

13.07.19 Financial matters:  
 

Lloyds Bank (Treasurers Account): £5,744.50.  

Lloyds Bank (Deposit account): £10.88. 
 

i.  Payment of Accounts: 

Clerk’s salary and expenses (June)   £166.40 

HMRC PAYE (Period 3)         £41.60 
All in favour.  

ii.   Receipts: £1,020 TAP Funding for tree works 
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iii.   External Auditors – Exemption Certificate notification: PKF 

Littlejohn LLP (external auditors) have acknowledged the parish council’s 
exemption request and therefore will not be carrying an external review. 

iv. Bank statements: Clerk will look into getting the bank statement 
address changed to her address. 

 
14.07.19 Items for next agenda / Items to report 

None 

 
15.07.19 Date of next meeting 

 3rd September 2019 at 6.30pm in St John the Baptist Church, 
Littlehempston 

 

Meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

Signed:  ________________________  Dated: _____________________ 

 

Print name:  ________________________ 


	Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting at
	St John the Baptist Church, Littlehempston
	on 2nd July 2019
	01.07.19 Apologies
	02.07.19 Declarations of Interest
	03.07.19 Public participation
	05.07.19 Report from County Councillor
	10.07.19 Correspondence:
	11.07.19 Clerk & Councillor Reports
	12.07.19  Planning Matters
	13.07.19 Financial matters:
	Lloyds Bank (Treasurers Account): £5,744.50.
	Lloyds Bank (Deposit account): £10.88.


