
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on September 5th 2018

Present: Cllrs Morris, Eyers, Whybrow and Oldridge together with DCC Cllr Hawkins. One 
member of the public was present.

Item 1 Apologies for absence received from Cllr Ash & District Cllr Pennington

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Item 3 No request was made for input at the Public Forum

Item 4 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 5 Matters arising

The Chair confirmed that he and Cllr Oldridge had attended the HATOC meeting at Follaton 
House in July and that agreement for DCC to contact South Devon Railway had been reached.
However SDR has now responded to the effect that the Board of Trustees does not support 
the proposed cycle route for safety and security reasons. Cllr Hawkins suggests that he and 
Cllr Hodgson from SHDC continue to press for a face-to-face meeting with the Board as soon 
as possible to discuss these concerns and he also proposes a meeting with Dr Sarah 
Wollaston the MP who has been actively supportive in the past. He suggests meeting with 
South West Water to see if their agreement can be obtained. It may be necessary to amend 
the plans to focus on achieving agreement to use the bridge as a pedestrian bridge at which 
cyclist dismount and wheel their bikes across. The Chair will forward the original plans to Cllr 
Hawkins. 

There has been no support from DCC Highways for the painting of white lines by the Triangle 
Bridge. 

The design and wording of “No parking” signs for the turn in to cross the river bridge (from 
the Buckyette lane) to allow for access by agricultural and emergency vehicles is still in 
progress.

Item 6 Correspondence

Correspondence relating to the Cycle Path has been summarised above. Road draining issues 
were discussed and the Clerk was tasked with contacting DCC Highways to request some 
action regarding blocked drains on the A381. Also to ask the Parish Lengthsman to clear the 
drains on the lane at the bottom of Bourton Lane. Other associated issues in this vicinity are 
the recent deliberate breach of the hedge alongside the A381 which has been reported to 
SHDC Enforcement team as will be the creation of a new hedge gateway at the bottom of 
Bourton Lane where it joins the A381.  A problem too is that Satnavs are directing large 
vehicles down Silver Lane causing huge problems as they then cannot turn and reversing out 
onto the main road is extremely dangerous. The Clerk will ask Highways if some sign can be 
erected at the lane entrance to try to prevent this happening.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would minute the request for comment on the proposed
merger between Devon & Cornwall and Dorset Police and encourage parishioners to check the
website and give individual feedback. The dedicated website is www.futurepolicing.co.uk
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Item 7 Road marking in the village

As recorded earlier, DCC Highways do not support the introduction of white line marking by 
the Triangle Bridge and Cllrs agreed that no yellow lines were wanted in the village, so other 
means (notices) were required to restrict parking by the river bridge.

Item 8  Clerk & Cllrs Reports

Cllr Hawkins mentioned that the PC must bid for his grant of £500.00 and spend it before 
Christmas. The Clerk will complete a bid for work around the parish or for the intended signs 
by the river bridge and submit it in the near future.

Cllr Oldridge raised the proposed footpath from ‘The Bourtons’ on the A381 into Totnes. This 
is not within Littlehempston Parish but the Chair offered to write a letter of support to the 
group involved as some of our parishioners walk this route daily and are taking huge risks to 
their personal safety in doing so.

The Clerk mentioned that some hedges along the lane into the village could benefit from 
being cut now but there is an issue around the changed ownership of the fields along the 
lane. She will see whether the respective landowners can be encouraged to take some action.

 Item 9 GDPR

Cllr Eyers has produced a Privacy Notice for Parish Council Staff (i.e. Cllrs, the Clerk, regular 
contractors) and a separate General Privacy Notice which will be displayed in full on the 
website and sign-posted on the parish noticeboards.

Item 10 Planning

The Chair gave a resume of planning activity since the PC’s last meeting in early July. The 
application for an agricultural barn to be erected on land up Ackrells Hill was withdrawn; the 
proposed development of the barns at Higher Court Farm has been refused by SHDC; the 
application for development of residential units at Home Park Barns has been withdrawn; the 
proposed refurbishment and extension of Court Cottages (known locally as Higher Court 
Farm) is active and will be subject to Listed Building regulations. It has been supported by 
the PC with a collation of comments from parishioners.  A Tree Works Order for lifting the 
crown of the yew tree in the graveyard will be supported. 

Item 11 Finances

The Chair will ensure that arrangements will be put in place at the bank for all Cllrs to be 
cheque signatories.

Item 12 The next meeting will take place on October 3rd 2018
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