
Minutes of the Littlehempston Annual Parish Council Meeting on June 
20th 2018

Present: Cllrs Morris, Eyers, Whybrow and Ash together with DCC Cllr Hawkins 
and SHDC Cllr Pennington.

There were 7 members of the public present.

Item 1 There were no apologies for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed as signed as correct.

Item 4 Matters arising

The Chair confirmed that James Kershaw from SHDC will attend the next PC 
meeting on July 4th to give some input on the Clean Air Strategy and its likely 
influence on the Cycle Path proposals.

The arrangements for managing the joint TAP fund between this parish, 
Staverton and Dartington are still in progress. They are being led by Cllr 
Luscombe from Staverton PC.

The Parish Snow Warden has confirmed that we have sufficient supplies of salt 
for any foreseeable future requirements.

Item 5 Public Forum

Discussion at the Public Forum centred around the siting of an agricultural 
building which the new owner of land up Ackrells Hill intends to erect. She was 
present at the meeting and showed updated plans and maps to other members 
of the public to indicate where the latest siting is proposed and where the access
track will run. She assured concerned parishioners whose houses are very close 
to this development that she intends to start up an organic small-holding 
comprising grazing, soft fruits, fruit trees, herbs and bee-hives with hedges 
planted to define 3 fields and possibly to include the creation of allotments which
could be accessed via the public footpath. She said that she has now been 
required by SHDC to get Prior Approval for this plan and has registered her new 
application but it has not yet been posted on the Planning website. As the 3 
weeks allowed for public comment is therefore already being timed, the Clerk 
was asked to request an extension of this period to include 3 weeks from the 
time that the plans are available for public scrutiny.

The PC and members of the public present were assured by the new landowner 
that the plans for Prior Approval contain no intention of the development 
becoming residential, but were told that at some future time plans for 
‘house/houses’ on that land would be submitted.
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The Public Forum also asked The Chair to contact the new owner of Lot 6 in the 
village centre to invite him (again) to a PC meeting to meet Cllrs and 
parishioners and to outline his plans for use of the quarry which abuts the 
Community owned land which is Lot 7. The quarry is a haven for wildlife and a 
Greater Horse-shoe Bat survey has been conducted close by and its findings are 
awaited.

The issue of the weight and width restriction on the village bridge over the river 
has been thrown open to the local agricultural community for their informed 
comment which was given in the Public Forum. The feedback was positive, with 
no objection being raised to the restrictions and a good response to the 
suggestions for bollards and a section of pavement around the bridge wall edges
to protect it from damage. However, as large vehicles struggle to make the 
sharp turn onto the bridge from the direction of Buckyette, it was suggested that
parking be stopped from beside the post box so that farm vehicles can swing out
to the right before crossing the bridge. Signage to this effect will be drafted by a 
parishioner and sent to DCC and SHDC Cllrs for their approval.  It was also 
proposed that a sign indicating the Village Centre should be placed by the 
Triangle Bridge to stop visitors going up Silver Hill by mistake. A DCC Localities 
Grant may be available to fund the cost of this signage. 

Park Hill residents will be asked by one of the Cllrs to trim back their large trees 
in order to keep the lane under the overhead bridge clear for tractors to pass. 

Item 6. Co-option of a new Councillor

Nick Oldrige was unanimously co-opted to membership of the Parish Council by a
show of hands. He will take his place at the next PC meeting.

Item 7. Correspondence

The Chair reported that a letter had been received from Staverton PC which 
outlined their objection to both DCC and SHDC’s  austerity cuts and asked for 
support from neighbouring PCs. He is reluctant to lend Littlehempston PC’s name
to this. The Clerk reported that a lot of work has been done on the Parish Paths 
(some of this involving DCC taking a firm line with farmers who have left 
growing crops to cover footpaths and are not keeping to the required meter’s 
width of access. Some repairs to drainage and improvements to footpath 
entrances have also been recently undertaken.

A hole in the hedge (located at the top of Silver Lane) between one of the newly 
purchased plots of land and the A381 has been apparently caused as the result 
of a car accident. However a close eye will be kept on what happens to the 
current very large gap in the hedge.
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Item 8 Clerk and Cllr Reports

District Cllr Penninton reported that matters at SHDC are quiet although there 
has been criticism of the way in which KPMG conducted the recent audit.

County Cllr Hawkins reported having held a very helpful meeting with SHDC 
Jacqui Hodgson regarding the Cycle Path and suggests that a representative 
from Littlehempston PC attends the next HATOC meeting on 6th July. The Clerk 
was asked to request a ‘slot’ on the Agenda of this meeting for a short 
presentation from the parish. He mentioned that efforts are in hand to meet with
South West Water to gain their support.

Item 9 Planning

i) No planning application has been received for the proposed agricultural
building at Ackrells Hill, but it was noted that Prior Approval is now 
required. Also that the new land owner said quite clearly in the 
(earlier) Public Forum that a later application would be made for 
‘houses’ on that land.

ii) Application  number 1903/18/PDM made by Mr & Mrs R. Masters
Proposal Notification for prior approval for proposed change of use of 
agricultural building to a dwelling house (Class c (a+b))
Location: Barn at SX820 638 Tally Ho Bridge Littlehempston TQ9 6NG

The Parish Council had no comment to make on this Application.

Item 10 Finances

The Clerk referred to the Annual Governance and Accounting Statements which 
had been previously circulated to all Cllrs for their scrutiny. She explained the 
process to be followed for the end of year accounting for the Parish Council and 
for public access to the detailed Parish Council accounts for 2017/18.

Item 11 The Annual Governance Statement 2017/18 Section1 was 
agreed by the full Parish Council and signed by the Chair and the Clerk

Item 12 The Accounting Statements for 2017/18 were agreed by the Full 
Parish Council and signed by the Chair

Item 13 The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday July 4th 2018.
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