
Year end report on Littlehempston Parish Council 2017-18

The events over the past year have certainly tested our community
resolve and abilities.  However,  we have repeatedly demonstrated
that we can be remarkably inventive and resourceful when required
and the people of Littlehempston can feel incredibly proud of their
achievements over the past 12 months. 

Due to the previous hard work of the Parish and District Councillors
plus the generosity of local parishioners who supplied the boulders,
the A381 grit store has thankfully remained secure and traveller-
free throughout the year.

We are acutely aware that we cannot be complacent.  The travellers
could return at any time and we still have the long-running traveller
presence on Bourton Lane which remains an intractable problem.
We  look  forward  to  working  with  South  Hams  District  Council
towards resolving this over the coming year.

We  also  have  illegal  travellers  at  Buckyette  and  the  continuing
presence of the camp at Kierans Wood. The Parish Council is also
aware of the growing presence of vehicles and noise at a “party
venue” in the village.

The past year has been memorable for the way in which the village
has come together to make life in Littlehempston more pleasant and
to give the parish a real sense of identity. 

A hugely successful Youth Club has flourished in the Church, and an
unexpected by product has been the increase in use of the Tally Ho
while  the  youngsters  are  being  entertained.  In  fact,  it’s  become
obvious  that  the  age  profile  of  the  village  has  changed  for  a
markedly younger one this year. 

Another marked aspect of this has been the fresh support for the
creation of a Littlehempston to Totnes foot link.  The Parish Council
is  grateful  for  all  those  who  have  attended  meetings  with  the
relevant organisations and hope that progress can be made over the
following months towards car-free access to our nearest neighbour.



As  the  demographic  of  the  village  gets  younger,  there  is  an
increasing  need  for  faster  internet  connectivity.   This  is  quickly
becoming a priority for households, particularly those wanting to run
businesses within our community.  

We therefore welcome the news that the village is in the pipeline to
receive a state-of-the-art “Fibre To The Premises” network by the
end of next year.  Promising speeds of up to 1000Mbps to those
that  want  it,  we  will  finally  be  on  a  par  with  some of  the  best
connected  households  in  the  country.   It  will  be  important  to
continue liaising with Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) plus
the infrastructure provider (Gigaclear) in order to ensure that this
upgrade  goes  ahead and  we  will  update  the  Parish  with
developments as we get them. 

Physically, the parish has been visually improved by the amazing
efforts of our Lengthsman John Todd in keeping the village looking
as attractive as ever.  We have been saved serious flood damage
this year and the new flood defences seem to be working well. 

There is persistent and unnecessary damage to the two bridges in
the heart of the village but we are grateful for the actions of Devon
Highways  in  responding  to  our  appeals  for  repairs.  There  is  no
doubt, however, that a long term strategy to protect these vital and
historic structures, is urgently needed and pressure must be kept on
the authorities to devise a plan.

This year we lost Rose Rowe as our County Councillor and gained
Jonathan Hawkins. Rose was an outstanding supporter of LHPC and
we are really grateful for her advice, support and financial backing
over many years. 

Jonathan has showed his support for the parish by his willingness to
intervene on our behalf and the insight he has given us into the
complexities of Devon County Council and SHDC as they face major
financial cuts. We also want to record the wise advice our district
councillor, Trevor Pennington, has provided. It has been invaluable
to have his overview of the local parishes who face many of the
same problems and demands as we do.



Thanks to the expertise and hard work of the previous chair Gerald
Hine-Haycock,  I  inherited  a  council  in  sound financial  shape and
assisted by one of the best clerks in the county in the form of Sue
Wellum.  

I have also inherited a team of talented fellow Parish Councillors.
Viv Whybrow has the benefit of years of experience on the Parish
Council, seeming to know every parishioner personally and giving
great  insight  into  our  past  work  and  future  challenges  and
capabilities.  Mark Eyers also comes with a wealth of experience
being both Chair and Clerk in the past, his expertise and help with
the  travellers  and  other  legal  matters  is  invaluable.   Anna  Ash
connects  us with one of  our other great  community  projects the
Tally Ho! and has been invaluable in helping with village resilience
and maintaining a list of important emergency contacts.

The  last  months  of  the  year  presented  us  with  some  particular
challenges.  We received ‘once in a decade’ amounts of snow twice
in a fortnight. Huge thanks must go to our snow warden John Hoare
for his great work in keeping the roads open, undoubtedly saving
many villagers and other travellers from being stranded. 

Thanks go to the many parishioners who also stepped in to help
clear  and  grit  the  roads  plus  those  who  checked  on  the  more
vulnerable residents.  Particular  thanks go to  the 4x4 and tractor
drivers who spent their days ferrying around stranded car drivers,
midwives and other key workers.  The finest example of a village
coming together and one for which we should all feel proud.

The sad passing of Lyndon Blackler marked the end of the Blackler
family’s 90 year stewardship of Higher Court Farm.  The Blackler
family were an integral part of village life, giving Littlehempston a
strong agricultural identity and maintaining a farming heritage that
had been long lost from so many other Devon villages.  

It is heartening that much of the land around the village remains in
the hands of local farmers who play a vital and often overlooked
role in preserving our green spaces and protecting the rural feel of
the parish.  



This  is  now  more  important  than  ever  as  so  many  of  our
neighbouring parishes face creeping urbanisation and house building
on an unprecedented scale.

Village life will never quite be the same without the Blacklers and
the sale of their farm represented one of the biggest changes the
village has faced in a generation.  Facing the very real prospect of
large parts of the village falling into outside hands, the response of
the local community was quite simply outstanding.  

A group was quickly established to raise funds to buy one of the
Lots while private individuals partnered to buy another.  Meanwhile,
other villagers who had private ambitions for the land stood aside to
clear the way for the community’s purchases.  

The sacrifice, generosity and enterprise shown by all the community
is something of which we should all be immensely proud and shows
what an incredibly talented and resourceful bunch of people we are.

By doing this, we have headed off one of the biggest challenges we
have  ever  faced  and  have  turned  this  into  something  incredibly
positive.  We have safeguarded our green spaces for generations to
come  and  plans  for  a  community  orchard,  shared  spaces,  tree
planting and nature reserve will soon provide a green heart to the
village for us all to enjoy.

The coming year is destined to be one of change but one that we
can now all now feel a lot more optimistic about.  We have shown
ourselves  to  be  more  coherent,  more  resourceful  and  more
determined than we ever dreamed and the coming year will see the
Parish becoming greener, better connected and with shared spaces
for all to enjoy.  

With  the  help  of  fellow  Parish  Councillors,  District  and  Country
Councillors and a great team of parishioners we will strive to make
Littlehempston one of Devon’s best little communities within which
to live and work;  and we look forward to all  the challenges and
opportunities ahead of us.


