
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on March 7th 2018

Present: Cllrs Morris, Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow and Ash together with 
DCC Cllr Hawkins and SHDC Cllr Pennington.

There were no members of the public present.

Item 1 There were no apologies for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Cllr Morris read his statement as incoming Chair. This was welcomed by the Cllrs 
and will be published in full on the website and in the Parish News.

Item 3 The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed as 
correct.

Item 4 Matters arising:

Devon Highways have sent a comprehensive reply to the PC’s request for a 
change in road markings on the A381 by the Pig & Whistle pub. It explains in 
detail why the present markings cannot be changed and also that the new road 
surface should provide better friction and a surer grip for vehicle tyres.

The auction for the sale of the Higher Court Farm estate is scheduled for March 
15th and the community have come together with a campaign to raise funds to 
purchase Lots in the centre of the Village. One of these contains the flood 
channels and flood gates  - the maintenance of which have been a source of 
concern for several years. Further action on this issue is being deferred until the 
new ownership of that meadow is established. 

The Parish Council is very supportive of the Community bid and would welcome 
its success.

A new Leader has been found for the Youth Club and is due to meet a member of
the Space Committee and some of the parents later this week to endorse his 
appointment.

Parents of pupils from Berry Pomeroy Primary School came together to persuade
the developers behind a building scheme proposed for the area around the 
school to alter their plans to make them more ‘school friendly’.

Item 5 Public Forum.            There was no Public Forum

Item 6 Correspondence

The Clerk has received confirmation that the ‘campsite’ apparently openly 
operating in the parish without planning permission will be put on the SHDC 
Enforcement List for investigation. Also that the PC has received advance 
warning of the requirement to appoint one of its members as a Data Protection 
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Officer to ensure compliance by May 25th 2018 with a recently upgraded set of 
regulations applying to local government organisations. Cllr Eyers volunteered to
take on this role.

Item 7 Clerk & Councillors Reports

County Cllr Hawkins reported that DCC had increased its budget by 4.9% for 
2018/19 and of this an extra £6.5m is being allocated to Highways for work on 
improving roads in the county. The main issue of contention is that Social 
Services mental health assistance budget has been cut by £1/4m. He confirmed 
that £500.00 will be made available to the Parish Council as a Localities Grant in 
the coming financial year. He also has been instrumental in discovering who we 
should refer problems to on the DCC Flood Prevention team when we suffer from
flooding concerns in the parish.

District Cllr Pennington mentioned the forthcoming increase in council tax and 
explained that only 9% of the full amount collected is retained by SHDC. The 
remainder goes to DCC and funds the Police and Fire Service. SHDC has planned
savings including requiring payment for the use of public toilets (or making Town
and Parish Councils pay for their upkeep) and raising parking charges by 2%. It 
hopes to do more for younger people in the housing market and is actively 
looking into the possibility of provision of more ‘council house accommodation’.  
Despite savings, a future budget deficit of £600,000 in 2020/21 is forecast as 
central government has reduced the annual ‘Revenue support grant’ from £4m 
to zero.

The Clerk reported that no further discussion had taken place with Staverton and
Dartington PCs on arrangements for shared Lengthsmans services funded by the
recently successful TAP fund application. She will keep the PC informed of 
progress.

Cllrs were reminded of the annual election of Parish Councillors due to take place
in May.

Item 8 Planning.  There were no planning applications this month.

Item 9 Finances

As no further work has been required on the parish drains or footpaths there is, 
unexpectedly, a small surplus to go into PC reserves at the end of the financial 
year.

Item 10 The next meeting will take place on Wednesday April 4th 2018.

This will start off the new PC year with the Annual Parish Meeting to include the 
Chair’s Year-end Review.
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