
Statement Of Incoming Chair.

Thanks to the dedication and hard work of the outgoing Chair, I have inherited a council in 
sound financial shape and competently administered by our excellent Clerk Sue Wellum.  
We have a very talented team of Parish councillors with a range of complementing skills and
abilities and we are ably supported by our County and District councillors Jonathan 
Hawkings and Trevor Pennington respectively, plus parishioners who are passionate and 
proud of their village and who seem able to rise to any challenge.

Just in my first month as Chair, we've seen the village deluged by the greatest snowfall in a 
decade, to which the response of the village has been amazing. Huge thanks must go to our 
snow warden John Hoare for his great work in keeping the roads open, undoubtedly saving 
many villagers and other travellers from being stranded. Thanks go to the many parishioners
who also stepped in to help clear and grit the roads plus those who checked on the more 
vulnerable residents. Particular thanks go to the 4x4 and tractor drivers who spent their day 
ferrying around stranded car drivers, midwives and other key workers.  

It was heartening to hear about the great coming together of residents at Tally Ho! during the
worst of the snow and the combined cooking to make sure that everyone had a hot meal, 
raising funds to patch the roof to boot! The finest example of a village coming together and 
one for which we should all feel proud.

As I write this, we see one of the biggest changes our village has faced in a generation with 
the sale of Higher Court Farm at the heart of the village.  Here again the village is rising to 
the occasion as they hastily raise funds to try to buy large sections of the land for the 
community to use with the prospect of a community orchard, nature areas and hopefully our 
own village green. The speed at which this has been arranged plus the generosity of those 
giving only goes to show the sprit, pride and passion of our local people.

With the sale of the farm, we undoubtedly have some challenges - and opportunities - ahead
but I couldn't have hoped to have inherited a better team of councillors and a talented clerk 
with which to face these.


