
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on December 6th
2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris.

One member of the public was present.

Item 1  County Councillor Hawkins and District Councillor Pennington gave
their apologies for absence.

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest.

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 The Chair inserted an additional item (4A) and announced his 
intention to step down from the role of Chair with immediate effect. He will 
assume the role of Vice Chair which Cllr Whybrow has renounced. Cllr Morris was
elected unanimously as the new Chair.  Cllrs thanked to Cllr Hine–Haycock for his
stewardship of the PC and congratulated Cllr Morris on his new role. 

Matters arising

The Chair reported that despite activity from DCC Highways staff around the 
A381 near the Pig & Whistle, nothing has actually been done to change the road 
markings there.

The Walk around the village with County Cllr Hawkins will take place on 
Wednesday 13th December at 2.00 p.m.

Concern has been expressed by two parishioners regarding the parish’s current 
lack of a Neighbourhood Plan as they feel that this leaves it vulnerable to 
development – particularly at a time when land around the village is being 
offered for sale. The Chair outlined the PC’s thinking on this issue, which has 
been extensively and repeatedly discussed at PC meetings over the last 3 years. 
Put simply, although most neighbouring parishes do have (or are developing) a 
Neighbourhood  Plan these seem to be almost exclusively designed to establish 
what sort of new housing the parishioners would like to see and are all being 
worked up by villages actively expecting planned building development – as 
specified on the Plymouth & SW Devon Joint Local Plan. Littlehempston does not 
appear in this document and both DCC Cllrs Rowe and Hawkins as well as 
SHDC’s Cllr Pennington have said that no such development is planned for the 
village.

It has also been noted (from neighbouring parishes) that the process of drawing 
together a Neighbourhood Plan can on occasion be very divisive and labour 
intensive – involving of necessity a relatively large cohort of parishioners 
together with PC members in order to drive it through. Doubt has been 
expressed about whether there is real commitment on the part of parishioners 
here to undertake this large piece of work. In one local parish it caused several 
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serious disputes which led to resignations of volunteers involved in the planning 
team.

The general consensus of opinion amongst Cllrs was that it was too late to begin 
developing a Neighbourhood Plan with the intention of protecting the village 
against any imminent sale of land in the area. Also that the village has proved to
be very effective in rising to challenges when they occur and taking corporate 
and community-based action to resolve active problems. This has been a very 
successful strategy to date (for example the saving of the pub; the creation of 
the Village Space in the church; the moving on of the travellers on the A381 
three times within a short period of time; progressing the Totnes/Littlehempston 
Link; the launch of the Youth Club) and one which plays to the parish’s 
strengths. At present the details of any proposed sale of the land in question are
unknown so the threat of unwanted development is somewhat speculative and 
uncertain. If any such issue transpires then it would seem appropriate to bring 
the village together then in order to meet that challenge. Apparently the 
concerned parishioner has also received advice from a CPRE legal representative 
to much the same effect – i.e. to see what happens and then to get the 
community active with legal support should this prove necessary. The 
parishioner expressed disappointment at the PC decision in principle not to move
forward with developing a Neighbourhood Plan at this time, but accepted that 
this was the majority view, and agreed that any hasty reaction could be counter-
productive.

Item 5 Public Forum

The discussion regarding a Neighbourhood Plan (see above) took place within 
the Public Forum.

Item 6 Correspondence

A parishioner has reported that silt has recently been removed from the stream 
bed by DCC and the water is flowing well again. The Chair has responded to a 
communication from SHDC to the effect that public toilets in the South Hams are
costly to run and may face closure. The PC would not wish to see this happen. 
The Chair of Staverton PC has approached the Clerk regarding a possible joint 
TAP application for funding in 2018/19 for shared Lengthsman’s services with 
Staverton and Dartington. Cllrs would want to see the local parish Lengthsman 
services maintained but would be interested in making a joint bid for funding. 
The Clerk will explore whether this might be an option.

Item 7 Clerk & Councillors’ Reports

The Clerk reported obtaining the sum of £232.00 from Cllr Pennington’s fund for 
the cost of the ‘Autumn-clean’ work recently carried out on the hedges and 
stream banks leading into the village. It also appears that the funding promised 
by Cllr Hawkins from the DCC Localities Fund can be applied for more generally.  
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The Clerk will therefore submit an application for £500.00 for ‘Highways & 
Byways maintenance’.

Cllr Ash reported that the Devon Community Resilience Scheme has published 
details of a very useful mobile phone App with First Aid advice. Details will be 
put on the website and noticeboards.  She also drew attention to the Property 
Level Resilience Grant Scheme available for residents whose property is 
vulnerable to flooding.

Cllr Morris reported that the local Broadband speed had fallen in recent weeks 
and many families had complained. Also that discussions on the 
Totnes/Littlehempston Link were continuing, although the subject was not raised 
at the recent HATOC meeting. 

Item 8 Planning

There was no objection to the Planning Application 3723/17/HHO for demolition 
of existing garage, construction of single storey extensions, re-modelling of the 
existing roof and alteration to existing driveway at Pine Ridge, Newton Road, 
Littlehempston, TQ9 6LT

Item 9 Finances

The Clerk reported a healthy financial situation for the PC.

Item 10 The date of the next meeting will be 7th February 2018. There will 
be no meeting in January unless a planning application is submitted to the PC.

Finally, in closing the meeting, the Chair thanked the Cllrs and Clerk for all their
work and loyalty during his tenure, wished them a Happy Christmas, and offered
a resume of the successes of the parish year:-

 Progress has been made by parishioners on strengthening links between 
Littlehempston and Totnes.

 The Youth Club has been launched and both children and parents are 
enjoying the social aspect.

 The PC’s DCC Cllr and the SHDC Cllr are very supportive to the parish 
which is much appreciated.

 Good communication is enjoyed with DCC Highways Department and the 
parish benefits from a lot of attention and assistance from our Highways 
Neighbourhood Manager.

 The travellers on the A381 have stayed away and the access to that site 
has been blocked by the intervention and generosity of an actively 
involved parishioner.

 The village looks good and is in good shape. 
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