
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on November 1st

2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Whybrow, Ash and Morris together with County 
Councillor Hawkins and District Councillor Pennington.

Two members of the public were present.

Item 1  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Eyers

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest.

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising:

The next HATOC meeting between DCC and SHDC will be held at the end of the 
month. Discussions will continue with representatives from SDR at that time.

District Cllr Pennington confirmed that the proposed merger between SHDC and 
West Devon will not be going through now as West Devon voted against the 
proposal. Apparently 81% of the parishioners polled in South Hams voted 
against it. He re-affirmed his belief that the alleged ‘funding gap’ for SHDC could
be made-up by other measures which would not substantially affect the level of 
basic services supplied at present. County Cllr Hawkins mentioned that West 
Devon plans to borrow £25m to invest in property and that Cllrs have been told 
that if this plan fails financially then SHDC would be badly affected as many 
council staff are already shared between the two Council. He queried the implied
inevitability of this. 

The Chair has been told by DCC Highways Dept. that the painted lines on the 
road running down the hill from Totnes to the Pig & Whistle bridge will be 
reviewed. Cllr Hawkins will support any ways of increasing road safety at this 
site.

Item 5 Public Forum

A member of the public offered his support for the informal ways in which 
relationships are being strengthened between the parish and SDR. A member of 
the public expressed concern about the lack of progress on repairing the village’s
broken bridges and on DCC’s plans for stopping the regular damage re-
occurring. DCC has promised work on the damage to the river bridge in early 
November and also on the drawing up of a plan to re-route HGVs and to build 
some protection for the corners of that bridge. The Chair will check to see that 
this action is diaried as promised. 

With regard to flood prevention measures, work has been undertaken by the 
Parish Lengthsman to clear vegetation from the side of the stream and from the 
swinging gates over the flood channels. However the ‘Ditching order’ requested 
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through DCC to remove silt from under the Triangle Bridge and along the length 
of the stream to the river bridge has not yet been carried out. Further 
representations made to SHDC Engineering Dept. to get agreement from the 
Higher Court Farm estate to remove the bottom rung of a recently erected fence 
from the small section which crosses one flood channel (and threatens to trap 
debris) have made no progress despite a parishioner’s best efforts. Hopefully 
when the estate is sold the situation may change.

Item 6 Correspondence

All items of correspondence have been included in the discussions above. 

Item 7 Clerk & Councillors’ Reports

County Cllr Hawkins asked to arrange to meet the Parish Councillors and to walk 
around the village in order to get to know Council members and to better 
understand parish issues. District Cllr Pennington re-iterated his satisfaction at 
the decision not to merge the two District Councils. He also requested the 
financial details of a project undertaken – or to be undertaken – in the parish so 
that he can allocate a grant from the fund that he holds for Marldon, Berry 
Pomeroy and Littlehempston PCs. The Clerk will send him details  of a very 
recently completed environmental project.

Cllrs Whybrow and Ash reported continuing subsidence in the road in front of 
School House despite major repair work being undertaken by DCC not long ago.

The Chair reported that lights at the Mare & Foal Sanctuary are appearing to be 
brighter than ever. This may be due to tree work having removed some 
screening over the last few days.

Item 8 Planning

There was no objection to the CLEUD application for a mobile home at Knaves 
Ash Barn, Knaves Ash Cross, Littlehempston, TQ9 6NG.

Item 9 Finances

The Clerk reported that although the financial position is currently sound, the 
Parish Council is entirely grant dependent (having no means of generating 
income) and the historical grants derived from DCC and SHDC localities funds 
seem now to be increasingly tied to specific ‘projects’. This could cause us future 
difficulties in meeting ongoing expenses such as Lengthsman’s costs throughout 
the year. The Clerk will investigate this issue further.

Item 10 The next Parish Council meeting will be held on December 6th 2017.
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