
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on October 4thth

2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris together with 
County Councillor Hawkins and District Councillor Pennington.

Two members of the public were present.

Item 1  There were no apologies for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest.

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising:

The September HATOC meeting at Follaton House which a Cllr wanted to attend 
was cancelled. The Youth Club had a very successful launch at the end of 
September and Cllrs would like to thank the Community Space for the work that 
they have done to bring this about. Film nights will be a regular feature.

The Chair gave feedback on the One Council Consultation evening held on 
September 19th at Follaton House. He said that most Parish Councillors present 
appeared hostile to the proposal but District Councillors seemed to be in favour 
and were pushing it forward. He proposes a response to SHDC saying that the 
Parish Council fails to see the advantage of the merger for South Hams residents
and therefore opposes it. All Cllrs agreed. District Cllr Pennington repeated his 
opposition to the merger and his belief that the funding gap for the South Hams 
District Council could be closed without having to make reductions to basic 
services and certainly without having to merge with West Devon.

An amazing job has been done on cutting hedges on the road into the village 
and in clearing vegetation from the side of the stream – which in itself seems to 
be running faster and better. The Clerk will however continue to request ‘ditch 
clearance services’ from DCC for this stretch of water.

Cllrs Hawkins and Pennington both confirmed that they have grants to allocate to
the Parish Council for necessary work. The Clerk will request these funds in due 
course.

Item 5 Public Forum

The two members of the public at the meeting introduced themselves as the 
owners of Marldon Christmas Tree Farm and of other plantations in the vicinity of
the parish where Christmas trees are being grown. They had come to talk about 
the spraying of these trees as mentioned at the September Parish Council 
meeting and to re-assure Cllrs about the safety of the methods and chemicals 
that they use. A very interesting discussion followed during which they 
confirmed that as spraying represented a large cost it was only used when 
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essential and only as a reactive measure. The chemicals used are the same as 
those used for cereal crops and do not harm ladybirds. Cllrs asked them to draw 
up a piece for the Parish News explaining their ideology and the methods they 
use. The Clerk will make sure that it is included in a coming issue.

Item 6 Correspondence

A parishioner has contacted DCC Highways about the need for some long-term 
arrangements for protecting the river bridge from recurrent damage and has 
received a very positive response. Work is likely to involve improved signage on 
the approach roads to the bridge and some boulders or similar to keep vehicles 
away from the stone work itself without unduly restricting the bridge width. It 
has apparently been commissioned for this financial year and recommendations 
from DCC should be available by the end of the calendar year.

The Clerk has queried the criteria for claiming monies from SHDC’s Community 
Re-investment Projects Fund and been told that this parish will not meet the 
criteria in 2018.

Item 7 Clerk and Councillors Reports 

Cllr Morris reports that a parishioner has asked the PC to investigate the 
possibility of having the broken white lines (which allow overtaking) on the hill 
coming down from Totnes onto the bridge by the Pig & Whistle replaced by 
double white lines which don’t. The Chair will contact DCC Highways to see if this
might be possible, although in the past they have refused to introduce any 
changes to the speed limits or road markings which might make this stretch of 
road safer. Cllr Eyers also reported the dangers of trying to turn right onto the 
A381 when approaching from the Buckyette / Broadhempston direction at Red 
Post Garage. A constant 40 mph speed limit along the entire A381 between 
Newton Abbot and Totnes would resolve the problem if this were possible to 
achieve. Cllr Whybrow reported that the road surface outside School House is 
once again beginning to subside despite being repaired last year. The Clerk 
reported having contacted DALC and SHDC over the issue of the newly erected 
fence which passes over the flood channels by the village bridges and potentially
poses a flood risk if it traps debris. No response has yet been received so she will
continue to press for one.

Item 8 Planning

No new planning applications have been received

Item 9 Finances

The Clerk confirmed a satisfactory bank balance for the PC and gave Cllrs a 
statement of the half yearly financial situation.

Item 10 The next meeting will take place on November 1st 2017
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