
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on September 6th

2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Whybrow, Ash and Morris together with District 
Councillor Pennington.

No members of the public were present.

Item 1  Cllr Eyers sent apologies for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest.

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising:

The Grittings Store on the A381 remains secure with plenty of rocks in front of 
the gates. After some delay the DCC bridge engineer has responded to the 
Chair’s repeated requests to repair the river bridge in the village and works are 
planned for Monday November 6th, when the lane will need to be closed to 
traffic. Further notice will be given in due course. The engineer also reports that 
his team are looking at ways of reducing the likelihood of such damage re-
occurring.

Two Cllrs hope to attend the September HATOC meeting along with a parishioner
to see how DCC/SHDC discussions on the Cycle Path plans are developing.

The Youth Club arrangements are progressing well and with liaison between 
interested parents and the Space Committee it is hoped that the first (pilot) date
for the club will be Friday September 29th 2017.

Item 5 There was no Public Forum.

Item 6 One Council Consultation.

District Cllr Pennington gave a comprehensive briefing on the One Council 
Consultation which has been the main topic of discussion at SHDC for the past 
few months. He is not in favour of it and has expressed his objections (with 
accompanying reasons for concern) at various meetings and will continue to do 
so. He said it was hard to quantify the advantage to SHDC and its council tax 
payers. Cllr Pennington says there is great uncertainty over the initial calculation
of an anticipated shortfall of £585,000 in the SHDC budget (which the proposal 
is designed to make up) and claims that even if that figure is correct there are 
other monies available – Discretionary Grant Fund; Community Re-investment 
Fund; for instance - to plug the gap. In a letter of August 17th the PC has been 
asked to respond to SHDC with its views by October 8th. Cllr Pennington feels 
that the timeframe is inappropriate and too short and that the consultation 
exercise should include a referendum for council tax payers.   Cllrs Hine-Haycock
and Whybrow are attending a Consultation meeting for Parish Councillors on 
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September 19th at Follaton House and will inform the PC of their findings at the 
next PC meeting on October 4th.

Item 9 Correspondence

The Clerk said that she had received confirmation that the TAP Fund monies 
promised as part of a joint application made by Marldon PC have to be spent first
and invoiced to SHDC afterwards. They were allocated for Lengthsman’s services
in the parish and it was agreed that this initially should go to clearing the stream
(running into the Hems and beside the lane by the two bridges to the village) of 
debris and silt. This would help to reduce the risk of flooding this coming winter. 
The Chair also mentioned some communication which he had had with DCC 
Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Officer regarding a suspected ‘compact infringement’ 
at Bourton Lane. This is currently under review.

Item 8 Clerk & Cllr Reports

Cllr Whybrow has requested that DCC be approached once again to remove the 
stones in the Hems (beside the village bridge) as they are blocking the 
waterway. The Clerk will contact them.

The Chair was pleased to report that the hedges on the lane into the village from
the A381 have just been cut and look very neat. Also that he has asked the 
Lengthsman to clear overhanging vegetation on the green lane from Hempstone 
Barns to Uphempston. He also mentioned that dangerous slates had been 
removed from the derelict barn at Great Court Farm after safety concerns had 
been reported to the solicitor dealing with the empty property. A site inspection 
carried out by 2 Cllrs and a parishioner ascertained that a potential flood risk has
been introduced to the water meadow below Combe Cottage with the recent 
placing of a fixed stock-fence across one of the drainage channels constructed by
DCC for flood prevention purposes. This fence could trap debris in its lower rails 
if the river and stream flood. The Clerk will alert the Environment Agency to the 
risk.

Item 9 Planning

Cllrs supported planning application 2919/17/LBC in respect of the repair and 
maintenance of an existing Porticostructure at 1 Gatcombe House TQ9 6LW 
proposed by Mr & Mrs Darley.

Item 10 Finances

Cheques were signed in respect of Church rental for PC meetings and for the 
annual donation to the PCC towards the upkeep and maintenance of the 
churchyard. The Clerk reported a healthy financial situation.

Item 11 The date of the next meeting is Wednesday October 4th 2017
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