
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on July 5th 2017

Present: Cllrs  Hine-Haycock,  Eyers,  and  Morris  together  with  County  Councillor
Hawkins and District Councillor Pennington

Item 1  Cllr Whybrow sent apologies for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest.

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising:

The Chippings Store on the A381 still seems secure and Lisa Edmonds (our DCC 
Neighbourhood Highways Officer) holds the only key to the gate and has promised to 
give it to no-one. There has been no response to an offer made by a parishioner to buy
this  piece of land which has been occupied on repeated occasions by travellers.

Another HATOC meeting is scheduled for later this week and the Cycle Path will be 
discussed, but no further decisions can be reached by the Committee at this meeting. 
County Councillor Hawkins will update the Parish Council when there is any further 
information on progress and asks meanwhile that representatives from the parish 
and/or Parish Council attend the September HATOC meeting to support the initiative. 
The Chair read out parts of a letter from SDR to Cllr Eyers (then Clerk to the PC) back 
in 2000. This was very supportive of the development of a Cycle Path at that time.

The Space Project Committee members have all the information that they need to 
progress the Youth Club. Its possible development is now in their hands.

A local farmer has done a superb job in clearing the Public Footpath which crosses his 
field with growing crops. Thanks to Paul McFadden from DCC for encouraging this.

The village bridge over the river has not yet been repaired. The Chair will follow this up
with DCC Highways as well as reminding them of their agreement to look into ways of 
preventing continuous damage occurring to it. This may mean re-signing routes for 
HGVs trying to access the village.

Item 5 Public Forum:   No members of the public were present 

Item 6 Correspondence

A request was received from Chris Booty (SHDC Enforcement Officer) with a query 
about a breach of planning regulations in the parish. The PC has responded.

The Clerk confirmed that all the financial information required to comply with the 
Transparency Code was posted on to the Parish website by the due date of July 1st 
2017. This includes a list of Councillors with their particular area of interest and a 
detailed list of every item of PC expenditure over £100 in the last financial year. Also 
posted on the website and noticeboards are the legal notices informing parishioners of 



their right to ask the Clerk for access to all the paperwork relating to that years 
receipts and payments.

Item 7 Clerk & Cllr Reports

County Cllr Hawkins was warmly welcomed to the meeting and to his role as the PC’s 
County Councillor. He introduced himself with a brief synopsis of his work with both the
District and County Councils and said that he would be very pleased to hear from any 
Parish Councillor who needed his advice or support. He also mentioned that he has 
funding to offer the Parish Council from a Localities Fund which he administers for DCC.
(This has been used by the PC in past years to subsidise the cost of Lengthsman 
services).

District Cllr Pennington spoke about Section 106 monies which accompany a housing 
development of 10 or more dwellings and are to be spent on new facilities in the area. 
We do not meet the criteria at present as there are no plans for new housing in current
county development plans. He also mentioned that SHDC has collected its Council Tax 
and Corporation Tax in 2016/17 very efficiently. 

Cllr Eyers told the meeting that he had spoken to some parishioners about the 
possibility of applying for a grant to repair Parsonage Lane and had been surprised by a
mixed response. He also expressed a concern about the increasing number of 
Christmas trees now being grown around the Buckyette area and the fact that these 
are being sprayed with pesticide. Spraying has been unusual in an area previously 
given over largely to grazing and it has some worrying implications for residents 
nearby and for the health of local insect life, which (anecdotally) seems to be 
decreasing. He suggested that the PC should develop a view on the increase in 
Christmas Tree farms, the  practice of spraying, and  on the environment which it 
wishes to sustain within the parish.

The Chair mentioned that the road to Uphempston from Hempstone Park was due to be
repaired. He also offered the Clerk support in discovering who to approach to open new
negotiations for routing Parish Footpath 1 from Gatcombe under (instead of across) the
A381to link directly with Footpath 2 into the village. This has long been the wish of 
DCC, a local landowner, and many walkers and parishioners.

The Clerk reported on a meeting which she had had that morning to discuss an 
application to the Community Re-investment Projects Fund, which is being 
administered by SHDC. It seems that the PC could apply for funding across a range of 
potential projects and it was agreed to discuss this possibility further at the next PC 
meeting in September.

Item 8 Planning     No new planning applications have been received this month.

Item 9 Finance The Annual Return has been submitted to Grant Thornton the
external auditors. Our TAP Fund allocation still needs to be drawn from Marldon PC to 
whom it was initially sent as a joint bid to fund Lengthsman’s costs 



Item 10 The next meeting will take place on September 6th as traditionally the 
Parish Council does not meet in August.


