
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on June 6th 2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Whybrow, Eyers, Ash and Morris 

There was one member of the public present.

Item 1  There were no apologies for absence

Item 2 Cllrs Eyers declared an interest in the forthcoming item on Planning
and will join the public for the discussion of Item 8 on the Agenda

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising:

It was noted that the Chippings Store on the A381 still seems to be well-secured
with  boulders.  Cllrs  Morris  offered  feedback  on  the  results  of  the  survey
conducted since the last  PC meeting to  gauge the level  of  interest  amongst
parents of young families in starting a village youth club. There was a good
response and 17 children in total, across a range of ages, would be interested in
attending on a Friday evening. It is likely that their friends from other villages
might want to come along too. The next stage is to speak to the qualified youth
workers suggested by ex-Cllr Rowe. Contact details for both interested parents
and  the  youth  workers  will  be  passed  to  the  Village  Space  Project  to  take
forward. Funding will be supported by monies from the Church & Village Fete. 

A couple of parishioners are planning to meet with a campaigner from Somerset
to discuss the Cycle Path, but this issue is being taken forward by HATOC the
Committee set up under the auspices of DCC and SHDC.

The Clerk and Cllr Eyers will discuss with District Cllr Pennington the possibility
of  applying  for  a  Community  Re-investment  Project  grant  to  finance  badly
needed repairs to some of the very poorly surfaced minor lanes in the parish.
However DCC will be approached first, as this is their area of their responsibility
if funds allow.

Item 5 Public Forum

The forum included discussion of  the state of  the footpaths running through
fields with growing crops, and the requirement for landowners to keep the paths
one metre wide at all times. Also discussed was the problem of dog-fouling on
paths through fields where young stock might suffer infection from ingesting
dog-poo. Country dog owners were asked to pick up after their dogs and the
Parish Council agreed to help to raise awareness of the dangers of not doing so.

Item 6 Correspondence

Cllrs agreed that they would like to continue to be up-dated by the Clerk on the
weekly Planning decision lists as well as the Planning Applications.
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SHDC’s Development Management ‘Briefing Paper June 2017’ has been 
circulated to Cllrs. It explains the workings of the Development Management 
systems and gives details of the volume of work undertaken by the DM team. 
The intention is now to trial an electronic interface between the DM team and 
Parish Councils to cut down paperwork and time taken for communication on 
planning matters. An email from DCC regarding new DCC Neighbourhood 
Highway Officer arrangements does not make clear where the Parish sits within 
these now. As our relationship with Lisa Edmonds (our long-term Neighbourhood
Officer) has been extremely important to us, the Clerk was asked to clarify the 
matter.

Item 7  Clerk & Cllr Reports

Cllrs Hine-Haycock reported that buddle holes and drains in the Uphempston 
area had been very recently cleared and thanked John Todd the Parish 
Lengthsman.  The Clerk reported that the Council workmen had strimmed the 
roadside verges on the A381 and cleared access to parish bus shelters. Cllr 
Morris reported that there has been some improvement in Broadband speed 
obtained locally. All Cllrs asked what was happening around the Railway Bridge 
in the centre of the village and expressed concern about the effects of the work 
being carried out on the regular flooding problems experienced there.

Item 8  Planning

There was no objection to the application received -1731/17/FUL –for the 
provision of a timber stable block at Uphempston Cottage, Pennball Cross, TQ9 
6LP. Prior notice was given for an application to be made for the provision of a 
poly tunnel and a small storage shed in a field adjoining Parsonage Lane. This 
will be well- screened on all sides. The formal application will come before the 
Parish Council in due course.

Item 9 Finances

The Annual  Return for the year ending 31st March 2017 which the Clerk has  
prepared for the External Auditors was discussed in detail

Item 10  Annual Return Section 1: The Annual Governance Statement 
2016/17 was agreed and signed by the Chair

Item 11 Annual Return Section 2: The Accounting Statements 2016/17 was 
signed by the Chair

Item 12 The date of the next meeting is July 5th 2017
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