
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting 0n May 3rd 2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Whybrow, Eyers, Ash and Morris with District Cll
Trevor Pennington

There were no members of the public present.

The Annual Elections:

Gerald Hine-Haycock was re-elected as Chair of the Parish Council (proposed by
Cllr Eyers and seconded by Cllr  Whybrow); Jonathan Morris was elected Vice
Chair (proposed by Anna Ash and seconded by Gerald Hine-Haycock)

Parish Council Meeting:

Item 1    There were no apologies for absence

Item 2     There were no declarations of interest

Item 3     The minutes of the last meeting were signed as correct.

Item 4      Matters arising:

1)There was a discussion about the future of the chippings depot on the A381,
recently evacuated by a group of travellers. A villager has personally paid for the
entrance to be blocked with boulders and is investigating the possibility of the
site  being  purchased.  It  was  disappointing  that  the  Chair  of  Devon  County
Council seems to have confused the security of the site and its condition with
that of a similar site recently evacuated at Harberton. SHDC has now closed the
case of the A381 site regarding the alleged Breach of Planning.

2)It was noted that there had been a disappointing response to the proposal that
a Youth Club should be set up in the village under the auspices of the Space
Committee  within  the  Church.  Cllr  Morris  now  is  organising  an  email
questionnaire to judge likely future interest among families with children of a
suitable age.

3)On the question of the Cycle Path which recently received the backing of an
approved route from HATOC, the council was told that a further response from
South Devon Railway is still awaited. Local supporters of the cycle path are being
put in touch with a company that sets up cycle paths elsewhere in the country.

Item 5   Public Forum. No members of the public were in attendance.

Item 7 Correspondence . The Chair read out a letter of thanks from Cllr Rose
Rowe for a bouquet of flowers sent from LHPC following her standing down as
councillor for the parish under recent re-organisation. Cllrs were also grateful for
Cllr Roses’ advice about SHDC support from a Youth Club worker if  a local group
goes ahead.



Item 8    Clerk and councillors’ reports.

Cllr Pennington briefed members of the LHPC about grants that may be available
over  the  next  year.  Of  particular  interest  was the  Community  Re-investment
Projects Fund 2016/17. Eight garnet applications totalling £154,000 has so far
been  handed  out  to  parishes  from funds  supplied  by  developers  when  new
housing is built. Successful applications had been rewarded for projects such as
resurfacing,  new roofs,  footpath  drainage,  play  park  improvements  and  new
street lighting.  Cllr  Eyers suggested the possibility  of  applying for  monies to
repair Parsonage Lane should be investigated and he will work with the Clerk on
this. It may be a possible source of grant also if a Youth Group or playground
were set up.

The Clerk has circulated General Election posters with details of postal votes and
polling stations. These are now on parish notice boards.

Item 9   Planning. There were no planning applications this month.

Item 10   Finances. The Clerk has received an explanation from SHDC about the
apparent  discrepancy  between  the  actual  increase  in  the  Parish  Precept  for
2017/18 and the published figures. The document confirms the precept rise is
actually only 5%--the higher figure that had been circulated refers to a technical
calculation due to the small reduction in the number of houses in the parish. 

Item 11  Date  of  next  meeting.  The  June  Parish  Council  meeting  will  be  on
TUESDAY JUNE 6TH. Please note that this is a day earlier than normal.


