
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on April 5th 2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris 
with County Councillor Rowe and District Cllr Pennington

Two members of the public attended.

The Annual Report
The Chair delivered the Annual Report referring to a mixed year of huge strengths 
and some disappointments for the Parish Council. He enumerated the many small 
successes achieved during the year which have helped enhance the community in 
which we live and thanked those who work with the PC for keeping parish footpaths 
in good health and drains and buddle holes in good repair. He also thanked 
members of the PC for their contribution and Cllrs Rowe and Pennington for their 
support. He wished Cllr Rowe every success in the future as she ceases to 
represent the Parish under the new DCC boundary arrangements.
A full transcript of his Report can be found on the village website. 
Cllrs thanked the Chair for his hard work during the year and for leading the PC so 
well.

Parish Council meeting

Item 1 There were no apologies for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising:
i)The Chair provided an update on the clearance of travellers from the unauthorised 
traveller site on the A381, which has only just taken place. He attended the court 
case last week at which the judge issued an injunction for the site to be vacated by 
April 6th. The travellers left earlier but have returned several times, breaking locks put
on the gates by DCC Highways. As Highways admitted that they were unable to 
secure the site effectively due to lack of manpower, a concerned parishioner in 
liaison with the Parish Council arranged to have a number of large rocks dumped 
outside the gates and the big boulders moved back. Cllrs Rowe and Pennington said
that they still did not believe that the site was secure and that the SHDC 
Enforcement Officer agreed that the present barricades are not sufficient. A 
discussion followed regarding what could be done legally to secure the site whilst still
leaving access for Keeleys who use it as a store for road maintenance material. Cllr 
Rowe suggested taking legal advice on what (in terms of fencing the verge or other 
such action) might be possible. DCC has been approached once again by a 
parishioner with an offer to purchase the site, but apparently there are issues about 
land ownership which frustrate this at present.
The Chair will speak to DCC Highways about the way forward. 
ii)The Chair reported that DCC Highways are continuing to look at ways of protecting
the river bridge in the village from further damage and re-signing HGVs onto other 
routes.
iii)The Parish Council has voiced its support for a local Youth Club and believes that 
the Village Space Committee will be very pleased to liaise with interested parents to 
take this forward. Cllr Rowe mentioned that there are 2 excellent youth workers 
employed to work at Rushbrook in Totnes who run a Youth Space who would be able
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to advise on suitably qualified leaders for such a venture. She will provide the Clerk 
with their contact details who will pass these on.
iv)The Chair spoke of the letter which he had received from Dick Wood of South 
Devon Railway in response to his invitation to a representative of SDR to attend a 
PC meeting to discuss forging closer links between the Railway and the Parish. The 
letter from Mr Wood stipulated that someone would only come from SDR if an 
assurance was given that the Cycle Path would not be mentioned. Cllrs agreed that 
such a stipulation could not be imposed on the meeting and were not in favour of  
pursuing the invitation.

Item 5 Public Forum
A discussion around the Cycle Path progress and SDR’s clearly expressed objection 
followed, and the general consensus was that things are moving forward now. A key 
factor is the decision taken at the recent HATOC (South Hams Highways and Traffic 
Orders Committee) meeting which was attended by County and District Cllrs and 
which unanimously approved Route 3 as the preferred route for the Cycle Path. Nick 
Oldridge from the parish fronts up the local effort for this and Dr Sarah Wollaston MP
continues to be a firm supporter. A parishioner has just had a letter of support 
published in the Totnes Times. 
Cllr Pennington advised that the next stage of the process will be that HATOC will 
put forward a formal planning application for the Cycle Path. 

Item 6 Correspondence
The PC received notification of the launch of a new SHDC website on March 6 th and 
of a forthcoming Resilience Forum which Cllrs might like to attend. Correspondence 
has also been taking place between the Clerk and the new Clerk at Marldon PC 
regarding the allocation of the joint TAP fund monies granted for the coming year.

Item 7 Clerk and Cllrs’ Reports
Cllr Rowe reported back from the HATOC meeting and also said that the County 
Council were strongly opposed to the cuts to the education budget which left school 
children in Devon even more disadvantaged financially than before. Cllr Hart (the 
leader of DCC) is raising a petition to challenge these cuts. Cllr Rowe said goodbye 
to the PC, as boundary changes will take her away from representing the parish in 
the future. She was sincerely thanked for her support over 18 years.
Cllr Pennington assured the meeting that the parish is not mentioned in either the 
South Hams and West Devon Local Plan (which was approved by the Council in 
March and is now open for consultation) or the Torbay Local Plan. So no specific 
sites for large scale developments are outlined for Littlehempston.
Cllr Eyers reported that floodlights had been erected close to the Tally Ho bridge at 
Hemsford. This has been reported to SHDC Enforcement Officers by neighbours. 
Also that part of Parsonage Lane is in dire need of repair.
Cllr Morris reported that the parish is now part of the second stage roll-out of 
superfast broadband which the Government has a legal obligation to achieve by the 
end of 2019, but may make faster progress. He also mentioned that he had been 
approached by a parishioner wishing to make a donation to the parish for 
environmental improvements. This will be discussed with the PCC.
Cllr Ash will review and update the published list of emergency contact numbers and 
add in a new Safeguarding officer for the parish appointed by the PCC. 
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The Clerk reported that work has been carried out to remove the poisonous weed 
growing beside the lane by Post Cottage. Also that she was in communication with 
SHDC over the published percentage “PC increase” in recent Council Tax bills.

Item 10 Planning
No new planning applications were received this month

Item 11  Finances
A revised Budget Forecast for 2017-18 had previously been circulated to Cllrs. It 
shows a cheering uplift in anticipated income from 2 grants, largely due to the 
success of a joint TAP fund application made by Marldon PC in December. The Clerk
distributed a summary of the year-end financial position for 2016-17. This notes a 
‘surplus’ on the year of £172.08 of which £150.00 had been set aside for drainage 
work in Penny’s Wood which has not yet taken place. This sum will be carried 
forward.

Item 12 The date of the next meeting will be May 3rd 2017 when the election of 
the Chair and Vice Chair will take place.
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