
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on February 1st   2017

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris 

Four members of the public attended.

01/02/17 Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr Rowe and
 District Cllr Pennington.

02/02/17 There were no declarations of interest.

03/02/17 The Minutes of the previous Meeting were agreed and signed as
correct.

04/02/17 Matters arising:
The Chair has spoken to the Mare & Foal Sanctuary to request the shading of 6 high
intensity lights which have been set up in the car park and are causing a light 
pollution nuisance. It has been agreed that the angle of the lights will be altered so 
that they no longer shine across the valley.  An automatic lighting system will be 
replaced by a manual switch so that lights are not on when they are not needed. It is 
hoped the work will be completed within a fortnight.
The Grattons Lane light pollution nuisance now seems to have been reduced and 
hopefully the problem has been amicably resolved.
Queries raised by the Parish Council regarding an outstanding CLEUD application in
respect of a second caravan at Kieran’s Wood were clarified during a joint site visit 
with a member of the SHDC Planning team today, and the Parish Council no longer 
has any reason to delay the progress of this application. SHDC will be informed.
The village bridges are now fully repaired and the railings restored to the side of the 
stream at the bottom of Ackrells Hill. The signs on the A381 by the gritting store have
been taken down and DCC have been asked to remove the wood which has recently
been fly-tipped in front of the gates. They have also recently cleared some fly-tipping
from the top of Penny’s Wood.

05/02/17 Update on the Cycle Path
Nick Oldridge was invited to give an update on the progress of the work that has 
been carried out and is currently in hand to promote the extension of the Cycle Path 
to enable parishioners to cycle to Totnes from Littlehempston in safety. He explained 
that the argument for the completion of the Path has now changed focus and is 
centred on the pollution issue and on the needs of the 1000 new homes which are 
planned for Totnes over the next few years. The advent of ATMOS has also made a 
very significant difference to the power of the argument and many more ’political 
players’ seem to be swinging in favour. Landowners too appear to have had a 
change of heart and Nick is hopeful that some previously entrenched attitudes are 
softening somewhat. He said that the present aim of the group behind the Cycle 
Path is to get each significant interest group (of which there are many) from a 
‘neutral’ position to a ‘positive’ one. Fear of vandalism has obviously played a major 
part in earlier objections, and some of this may be based on misconceptions of the 
actual route that the Cycle Path would take, so clearer communication may help. The
Parish Council confirmed it is keen to lend its support and agreed to contact the 
Chairman of South Devon Railway to ask if he would come to talk to Councillors and 
parishioners about ways in which closer ties could be formed between the Railway 
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and the local community in which it sits. An invitation will be issued to the new 
Chairman to attend a PC meeting.

06/02/17 Public Forum.
Parishioners raised concerns that, although about one and a half miles of the South 
Devon Railway line and the railway’s southern terminus station are in Littlehempston 
parish, there is no ongoing dialogue between the parish and the railway company. 
The station has recently been renamed Totnes Riverside although it was previously 
Totnes Littlehempston. It was also reported that visitors looking for the SDR station 
and the Rare Breeds Farm sometimes arrive in Littlehempston village directed by 
their Satnavs. The parishioners were pleased that the railway runs through the 
parish and are keen to support it. They would like the SDR to be closer part of the 
Littlehempston community.

07/02/17 Correspondence
The Clerk has received a Press Release from SHDC to the effect that the proposal 
to launch a private company (LACC) to deliver its services has been abandoned.
She also mentioned that the TAP fund applied for by Marldon PC in conjunction with 
Berry Pomeroy and Littlehempston has made a grant for the next financial year for 
Lengthsman’s services and that she is liaising with the new Clerk at Marldon PC to 
agree how much each of the Parishes will receive. Cllr Rowe has recommended that
we explore the possibility of accessing the new Community Enhancement Fund for 
some financial support, but at this stage it is unclear as to what criteria the Parish 
would need to meet in order to register an application. Cllrs agreed to leave this in 
abeyance for the time being.

08/02/17 Clerk & Councillors Reports
Cllr Rowe sent in her Report which was circulated prior to the meeting. She stated 
that DCC were adding an extra 10% to that part of the budget which is used to 
support  elderly people in need. 
Cllr Morris reported that the parish might be part of the next tranche of Broadband 
upgrades made possible by additional funding from BT. He asked that people be 
encouraged to register their interest on the website by following the link below 
https://gigaclear.secure.force.com/community/RegisterInterest?
pc=tq96lz&ref=NOT_ONE_OF_THESE  to indicate the local level of support for this
move.
The Clerk mentioned that an updated 2017 copy of the Register of Electors has been
received. Also that the annual survey of parish footpaths has been carried out by 
Mike and Mo Wright in accordance with the requirements of DCC’s P3 footpath 
maintenance grant, and that they are all in good condition except that water is 
collecting in the bottom part of Penny’s Wood and needs to be drained. Mike Wright 
will investigate how best to do this and will ask the Parish Lengthsman to carry out 
the necessary work. DCC report that repairs to a damaged wall at Fishacre Bridge 
are in hand.

09/02/17 Planning
Three new applications have been received since the December PC meeting. They 
are listed below.  There were no objections.
1.Planning application 3563/16/FUL submitted by Mr S. Birbeck in respect ofthe erection of an 
agricultural barn in a field (SX 818642) south west of  Fishacre Bridge, Littlehempston 
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2. Planning application 0108/17/HHO submitted by Mr and Mrs Darley of 1 Gatcombe House, Black 
Post Cross, Littlehempston, TQ9 6LW in respect of the reinstatement of a historic window opening, 
installation of one new window, one new roof-light and internal layout alterations to the first floor.
3.Also an application for Listed Building Consent (Reference 0109/17/LBC) by Mr & Mrs Darley in 
respect of the same work.

10/02/17 Finance
The Clerk told the meeting that the PC’s bank balance was healthy and that once 
commitments for the remainder of the financial year have been met, enough money 
should still remain in the account to cover the cost of anticipated Lengthsman’s 
services.

11/02/17 The next meeting will take place on Wednesday March 1st 2017

3


