
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on December 7th  2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris 
also County Cllr Rowe

Two members of the public attended.

The Chair paid tribute to Cllr Reg. Nicholls, who served on Berry Pomeroy Parish 
Council for many years and who died tragically last week.

01/12/16 Apologies were received for District Cllr Pennington

02/12/16 There were no declarations of interest

03/12/16 The Minutes of the last meeting were signed as correct

04/12/16 Matters arising covered a number of issues:- 
The first being Kieran’s Wood where a recent advertisement to let a ‘mobile home’ 
there has been referred by the PC to SHDC’s Specialist - Development Manager 
Wendy Ormsby. She has asked an Enforcement Officer to meet Cllrs on site so that 
a shared understanding of the situation can be reached. The Clerk will arrange for 
this to take place in the very early New Year.
It was agreed that the work undertaken by DCC to repair the two village bridges is 
excellent, and the Chair reported that the Bridge Engineer is researching ways in 
which the regular damage to the river bridge can be prevented. This may well 
include signing heavy traffic away from that route. Repair to the broken railings by 
the stream is still in hand.
Signs on the A381 adjacent to the chippings store (which has now been well secured
with an extra boulder by DCC) will soon be removed.
Powerful high intensity lights are still causing concern at Grattons Hill and the Mare 
& Foal Sanctuary.
The Neighbourhood Plan discussion has been deferred until the next PC meeting in 
February at Cllr Morris’ request as several interested parishioners could not attend 
this December meeting. Marldon and Berry Pomeroy have sent copies of their 
consultation questionnaires and analysis of responses to the Clerk who has 
circulated the questions to Cllrs. It was noted that these almost entirely related to 
discovering parishioners’ views on potential housing development in their parishes.

05/12/16 Cycle Path Update
Cllr Rowe attended a meeting about this in November and fed back that there is a lot
of support for the Cycle Path, but that it really needs to be re-addressed with a 
determination to move forward in the light of some quite recent changes in key 
personnel in organisations previously strongly opposed, which may have lessened 
the earlier opposition. In the Public Forum a suggestion was made that there might 
now be ‘room to start dialogue again’ with the South Devon Railway and with the 
Totnes Rare Breeds Farm. Also that Nick Oldridge the campaign leader should be 
invited to attend the next PC meeting to discuss how the community and the Parish 
Council could work together. Cllr Morris act as the PC’s lead in this.



07/12/16 Correspondence.
Cllrs confirmed that no changes had to be made to their original Register of 
Interests.
Other correspondence had been covered within the ‘Matters arising’ item above.

08/12/16   Clerk & Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Rowe’s written report had been circulated prior to the meeting. A key point of 
information which will affect the PC is that DCC Highways maintenance is being 
outsourced to a company called Skunska. It is planned to TUPE present staff over to 
this company. Cllr Rowe also provided a SHDC Report in Cllr Pennington’s absence.
The Chair thanked her for all her much valued support throughout the year.
The Chair then gave feedback on the Town & Parish Council Event which he 
attended at the end of November. This was run by DCC in conjunction with SHDC 
and proved to be very frank and interesting. Future planned developments – both in 
terms of organisational structure and finance – were discussed.

09/12/16 Planning
No new planning applications were received prior to the meeting.

10/12/16 Finance
The Clerk reported that the current financial position is healthy and should cover all 
anticipated expenses up to the end of the financial year on March 31st 2017. The 
Precept demand for 2017 will be submitted as agreed at the last meeting with an 
uplift of £149.00 to the PC’s total income, bringing the sum to £3,043.00 for 2017/18.

11/12/16 The date of the next meeting will be 1st February 2017.

The Chairman closed the meeting with thanks to the members of the Parish Council 
and his best wishes for a Happy Christmas. 


