
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on November 2nd 2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris 
also District Cllr Pennington

One member of the public attended.

Item 1 Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr Rowe

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Item 3 The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising from the Minutes and 
Item 5 Chairman’s update on matters of interest

These two items covered the following matters:-
 The Chairman read out in full the response from Helen Smart (Case Management 

Team Leader at SHDC Planning Department) to his enquiry regarding what was 
meant as “ a matter of priority” in regard to ongoing discussions between SHDC and 
DCC about Bourton Lane. To quote from her email
“ I cannot define precisely what the Council considers a priority to be, however, I can
advise that discussions with DCC are ongoing. The Council currently has 
consultants undertaking a Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment 
as part of the Local Plan and this will be used in part to help in finding a suitable 
site /understanding the exact needs of the transient community.”

 Regarding the CLEUD application for a caravan at Kieran’s Wood, Chris Booty from 
SHDC has agreed to visit the site with members of the Parish Council but he is an 
Enforcement Officer and the CLEUD application is part of the mainstream Planning 
process. The Chair has therefore also asked Wendy Ormsby the Planning Case 
Officer to accompany Cllrs on a site visit.

 Repairs to the large bridge over the river in the village have been carried out twice in 
2 days according to workmen repairing it for the second time. However other bridge 
and wall repairs have not as yet commenced. The railings by the stream are awaiting
some replacement parts but repair is in hand and should be done soon. The Chair 
will contact DCC Highways Department to request that a notice be erected at the 
Buckyette end of the lane to the village warning that it is unsuitable for HGVs and 
also that a substantial pole be set in the stonework at the base of the bridge on that 
corner to warn drivers and to prevent further damage to the bridge itself.

 The potential ‘light nuisance’ from the high intensity range of lights at the Mare & 
Foal Sanctuary that concerned the Council earlier in the year appears to have begun
again. This will be monitored.

 The Chair reported that he had written to the Torbay and South Devon Clinical 
Commissioning Group on behalf of the Parish Council to protest against the 
threatened closure of community hospitals at Paignton, Ashburton and Dartmouth.

Item 6  No matters were brought to the Public Forum

Item 7 An offer has been received from Pat Whymer the Head of Planning at SHDC 
to come to speak to Cllrs about how the District planning processes work. He suggested 
that this would require a separate session from the usual Parish Council meeting. Cllrs felt 
that this would not be necessary but asked the Clerk to thank him for his offer.
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Item 8. Cllr Rowe had circulated her Report in advance and in it suggested that the 
security of the so-called Boulders Gate unauthorised traveller site be strengthened as 
Staverton PC are now taking steps to move travellers on from a site in that Parish.The 
Clerk has asked a local farmer to roll back the huge boulders in front of the site gates, 
although fairly large boulders are already there. Cllr Pennington reported that 130 people 
attended the recent meeting at Paignton Hospital to discuss the closure of local community 
hospitals and that Sarah Wollaston MP was strongly opposed to the proposal. Also that the  
Audit Commission are currently looking into the LACC proposal put forward by SHDC and 
that this is still being debated. Cllr Eyers reported that there are now 5 caravans at the Tally 
Ho Bridge unauthorised traveller site whereas there were only two (and sometimes one) 
during the summer. This is probably their usual winter arrangement and does not appear to 
be causing problems. It was also mentioned that the authorised site at Haldon Hill was not 
full because travellers there were not allowed to use wood burning stoves and did not want 
to alter their chosen way of living. Cllr Morris said that no positive developments have taken
place with regard to Broadband provision locally. He also raised the issue of having a 
Neighbourhood  Plan for the parish and re-iterated that a number of parishioners are 
interested in its development and prepared to play a part in taking it forward.  A lively 
discussion followed about both the benefits and the difficulties of working up such a 
document. Cllr Pennington offered to send through a copy of both Marldon’s 
Neighbourhood Plan and the consultation process and questionnaire that Berry Pomeroy 
are using in developing theirs. This will be immensely helpful. Cllrs agreed to put the 
Neighbourhood Plan as an Agenda item for the December meeting and to encourage 
interested parties to attend. Cllr Whybrow spoke about BT’s current intention to take the 
village phone box away as it is used so little (3 calls have been made from it in the last 12 
months).It would be a bonus for the village if a light could be kept at that point and the Chair
will investigate whether this might be possible. Meanwhile Cllrs agreed not to oppose the 
removal of the phone box. 

Item 9 There was no objection to either of the Planning Applications discussed

i) Application 2798/16/VAR made by Mrs G. Judge of Rook Farm Littlehempston for
variation of conditions 3 & 4 of planning consent 31/2764/10/F

ii) Application 2916/16/ARM made by Mr & Mrs D. Smith of Deapp Farm, Grattons 
Lane, Littlehempston for reserved matter following outline approval 0250/16/OPA

Item 10 The Clerk reported on the state of the PC’s current account and assured Cllrs 
that finances should be sufficient to meet the usually high winter costs of Lengthsman’s 
services needed for drain and buddle-hole clearance and maintaining safe roads and paths 
in inclement or icy weather. A budget forecast for the 2017/18 financial year was also 
distributed and discussed and Cllrs agreed to a 5% increase in the Precept  for 2017/18 
which is less than £1.50 per household per year.  This will be ratified at the December PC 
meeting.

Item 11 The next Parish Council meeting will take place on December 7th 2016.
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