
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on October 5th 2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Whybrow, and Morris 
also County Councillor Rowe and District Cllr Pennington

No members of the public were present.

Item 1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Eyers and Ash

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Item 3 The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising from the Minutes

Re. Bourton Lane: The Chair’s email to Helen Smart of SHDC Enforcement team 
regarding Bourton Lane requesting clarification of her phrase ‘as a matter of urgency’
(see last meeting’s Minutes for more detail) has not received a reply. Ms Smart is 
away until next week but the Clerk has asked for an urgent response on her return. 
The PC confirmed that pressure will be kept on SHDC regarding the clearing of this 
unauthorised traveller site although the urgency has diminished since the successful 
sale of Coombe Park. A Cllr who walked through the lane today confirms that there 
has been no visible change to the numbers of travellers’ vans/vehicles there.
Re. Kieran’s Wood: The Chair read out an email from Wendy Ormsby of SHDC 
Enforcement team whose description of the vans/possible residences there does not
match his own following a recent site visit. The Clerk was asked to invite Chris Booty
from SHDC to visit the site with Cllrs to untangle the confusion over which of the 
vans the current CLEUD application refers to.
Re: Bus shelter by the Pig & Whistle. Brambles will be removed and the shelter 
completely painted by the end of the month. The green shelter at Shadracks Cross 
needs some paint following the cutting back of the hedge around it.

Item 5 Damage to the village bridges and walls
Nothing has been heard about the root cause of the damage to the Triangle Bridge 
or of the outcome of the police investigation. However the Chair wrote to DCC’s 
Highways Department immediately following the crash and asking for a quick and 
sympathetic restoration of the bridge in line with its Grade 2 listed status as well as 
for repair of 3 other damaged walls and bridges in the close vicinity. His email was 
passed to the DCC Bridge Engineer who responded that the Triangle Bridge was 
being treated as an urgent matter and the other repairs would probably be done at 
the same time, and assured him that they had great experience in dealing with 
historic structures. A Cllr expressed concern over the slowness of repair of the rails 
at the side of the stream as darker evenings are coming and school children walk 
along the lane daily.

Item 6 There was no public forum

Item 7 Correspondence. The Clerk has received confirmation from Chris 
Booty of SHDC that a parishioner’s complaint regarding light nuisance on Grattons 
Hill has now finally been resolved. Chris Booty also requested any information that 
the PC might have regarding the arrangements at Althaea Herbal Healing Garden 
where no planning permission has ever been applied for. It was agreed that the Clerk



would liaise with him to try to clear some long-standing cases from the Enforcement 
List for the parish. 

Item 8 Clerk and Councillors Reports
Cllr Pennington spoke of the LACC (Local Council Controlled Company) proposal 
being consulted on currently by SHDC. The intention is to take all services into a 
company wholly owned by the District Council so that income can be generated by 
the sale of services when central Government grants are cut. He is opposing the 
proposal in view of the risks that have been identified and not yet mitigated.
Cllr Rowe asked the PC to write to object to the proposed closure of Community 
Hospitals in Paignton, Dartmouth and Ashburton as this would leave communities 
bereft of local services and make bed-blocking in our major hospitals worse. She 
also mentioned the Devolution  proposal which would see Somerset and Devon 
bringing together their Council and Health Service funding and jointly delivering 
these services within the 2 counties when central funding ceases in 2020.
Cllr Morris reported that there has been a further enquiry about superfast Broadband
provision and that there still may be a possibility of getting a private company to take 
this on, but feels it best for the PC not to get actively involved in any arrangements 
except to pass on the names of those known to be interested to that company. He 
also raised the issue of the parish developing a Neighbourhood Plan which had been
brought to him by a group of parishioners who want to open a dialogue. Following a 
lengthy discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will pass over to him all the 
information which she has on the matter, Cllr Morris will send a summary of the 
process together with an example of a Plan developed for a parish of our size, and  
the subject will be put on the next PC Agenda to be explored further. Cllr Morris will 
encourage interested parties to attend the next PC meeting.
The Clerk reported that DALC is happy with the way in which Cllr contact details are 
displayed on the village website and that we comply with the Transparency Code in 
this respect. It was noted that the present system seems to be working efficiently.

Item 9 Planning.
Two new planning applications have been flagged up on the SHDC website and in 
the paper since the Agenda was published. Both are variations on previous 
applications agreed initially with conditions and at present we have received 
insufficient information to allow us to make any response. The Clerk will request 
extra time and – providing it is granted - these will be brought before the next PC 
meeting .
Meanwhile the Clerk will contact Mr Pat Whymer the SHDC Planning Supremo to 
ask if he will attend a PC meeting as soon as practicable. He will be invited to take 
us through the intricacies of the processes involved, and the ways in which we can 
find out what happens to our responses to applications and what consideration is 
given to them.

Item 10 Finances
Cllr have received an update on the PC’s financial position for the remainder of the 
year. This looks to be sufficient for our needs but it was agreed that an increase in 
the Precept will be discussed at the next meeting in readiness for a December 
submission to SHDC.

Item 11 The date of the next meeting is Wednesday November 2nd 2016.


