
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on September 7th 2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris 
also County Councillor Rowe and District Cllr Pennington

No members of the public attended.

Item 1 There were no apologies for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 Matters arising included:
i) An email from Helen Smart head of SHDC Enforcement Team regarding 

Bourton Lane’s unauthorised traveller camp. This was in response to a 
letter from the Parish Council requesting clarification of SHDC’s position 
on the continued occupation of this camp despite the existing Enforcement
Notice (served in 2009) which has never been enacted. The Chair read out
Ms Smart’s response, which states categorically that “South Hams District 
Council is clear that the site does not have a long term future. It was 
agreed that the two Councils (i.e. SHDC and DCC) would work together to 
try to find an acceptable location for an approved site as a matter of 
priority”
It was agreed that Cllrs should pay a monthly visit to the site; that the Clerk
will continue to press for this breach of planning to be put back onto the 
Enforcement List which SHDC produces and from which it has been 
absent for some months; also that the Chair will follow up Ms Smart’s 
response in writing.

ii) Two members of the Council visited Silver Lane in response to a repeated 
complaint regarding incursion by the nearby householder into a public 
highway, but found only what appeared to be an improvement in the 
banking of the lane. This would in any case be a civil matter beyond the 
Parish Council remit.

iii) The matter of Kieran’s Wood and the second CLEUD application has been
pursued by the Clerk but there has been no response to a letter of August 
7th or to a follow-up email. It was agreed that this letter and another 
request for a response would be directed to Chris Booty the new 
Enforcement Officer who is now active in our area.

iv) It was noted that the hedging that is growing over the bus shelter at 
Shadrack Cross needs to be cut back. The shelter belongs to the PC but 
the hedge is owned by a landowner in Berry Pomeroy. The Clerk will 
investigate.

v) With regard to the previous unauthorised traveller site beside the A381, 
DCC Highways have promised to remove roadside notices as soon as the 
chippings store’s current activity is completed.

Item 5. An update on traveller issues was given above in ‘Matters arising’. 

Item 6. There was no Public Forum
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Item 7. Invitations have been received to a Clerk’s Communication session run
by SHDC on October 3rd which the Clerk will attend and also to the DALC 
Conference on October 11th which unfortunately none of the Cllrs is free to attend.

Item 8 Cllr Rowe shared her Report which included information on the DCC 
fight for fairer funding for Devon schools and information about social services in the 
County. Cllr Pennington spoke about the consultation process around proposals to 
reshape community hospitals in the South Hams. He and Cllr Rowe will attend the 
meetings and report back to the PC. He has also moved an amendment on SHDC’s 
proposal to privatise its services. Cllrs had an update on the superfast Broadband 
situation from Cllr Morris. Nothing much has moved on recently and plans to make it 
available in the parish have stalled. He and some other villagers are using 4G now to
increase their broadband speeds at home. This comes at a monthly cost and works 
well if you have a good phone signal. It is an interim measure and he will keep us 
updated with developments. Cllr Eyers spoke about the interesting project which 
Agro Forestry is just completing at the top of Parsonage Lane at Buckyette. An Open
Afternoon (from 2.00 p.m.) for this massive glasshouse is being held on Monday and
Cllrs are invited free of charge. He also mentioned that the old turbine which used to 
power parts of Dartington and Staverton is being re-instigated. Cllr Whybrow has 
received complaints about the damage which has been done to 2 bridges in the 
village and that the railings at the side of the stream opposite Ackrells Hill still have 
not been repaired. Highways have been informed but will be reminded by the Chair. 
The positioning of a sign at Buckyette warning big vehicles of the difficulty of turning 
onto the river bridge in the village will be discussed with DCC Highways Department.
The Clerk’s Report had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting as it contained a 
large number of items since the last meeting. Most of the Clerk’s actions have been 
alluded to in previous agenda items, but it should be noted that the Parish Council’s 
Annual Audit has been approved and ‘signed off’ by the external auditors; that a 
‘declaration of compliance’ has been successfully made to the Pensions Regulator; 
and that a parishioner has finally had his complaint investigated and acted on by 
SHDC’s enforcement team.

Item 9. No planning applications have been received this month

Item 10. There is £3,598.00 in the current account, of which £520.00 is from the 
Transparency Fund for the purchase of computer equipment and £1881.00 
constitutes reserves carried over from last year. So £1198.00 is available for use in 
the remainder of this year with a further £1449.00 being expected in September as 
the second payment of the Precept. The PCC grant has not yet been paid, nor the 
Church rental (totalling approximately £400.00) but even with these payments we 
should be on course to maintain a healthy balance in the account over the next 6 
months without needing to use any reserves.

Item 11. The next meeting will take place on Wednesday October 5th at the new 
time of 6.30 p.m.  
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