
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on July 6th 2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, and Morris 
also County Councillor Rowe and District Cllr Pennington

2 members of the public were in attendance.

Item 1 Cllr Ash sent apologises for absence

Item 2 There were no declarations of interest

Item 3 The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct

Item 4 There were no matters arising

Item 5 Traveller issues – update
The A381 site is now clear of travellers and has been secured once again by boulders. It is 
actively in use as a chippings store but it appears that our concerns have been listened to 
and the contractors are replacing boulders in front of the gate after each usage. The road 
maintenance programme is due to finish soon and then we expect the larger boulders to be 
used to secure the site.
With regard to Bourton Lane, following a recent visit a Cllr reports that there seems to be no
increase in living units there although one van has been replaced. There are never many 
people around despite the large number of vans and other vehicles on site. County Cllr 
Rowe reported having carried out a site visit very recently and found everything quiet and 
well-ordered. Her opinion is that unless the travellers cause trouble, or numbers increase, 
the village will have to live positively with them as South Hams have no permanent place for
travellers to go. However Parish Cllrs and members of the public objected to the fact that 
the existing eviction order has not been enforced by SHDC. It seems this is being delayed 
because SHDC would have to take DCC to court to get it enforced. This seemed unlikely 
due to financial pressures. Discussion focused on the rights that the present travellers 
might accrue when 10 years pass from the date of the eviction order granted in 2009, and 
the question of what might happen if the field adjoining the site comes up for sale. 
Councillors agreed that the current situation should not be left unchallenged and the Chair 
was requested to write to SHDC’s Enforcement Team to ask why the eviction order has not 
been enforced and to show the Parish Council’s discontent at the lack of progress.

Item 6 Public Forum
This became part of the above item as discussion centred around the travellers.

Item 7 Correspondence
The Clerk had received correspondence on 4 issues. i) to inform the PC that the Bob the 
Bus service will cease to operate in the parish from July 13th due to the very low uptake. ii) 
that there is to be a workshop on July 19th in Totnes for representatives from Parish 
Councils and interested members of the public to introduce the Plymouth & SW Devon Joint
Local Plan and the consultation document which accompanies its publication. The Chair 
and Vice Chair will attend. iii) a reminder to Cllrs to complete an amendment form for SHDC
if any of their previously declared details on the Register of Interests has changed and  iv) 
from a parishioner who has seen no progress made on his complaint regarding light 
pollution and hedge removal close to his house. This complaint goes back nearly 2 years 
and has not been addressed as yet by SHDC despite many interventions from the PC. The 
PC agreed the Clerk will again contact the SHDC enforcement team on his behalf.
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Item 8 Clerk and Councillor’s reports.
County Cllr Rowe reported that DCC has received monies for work to prevent and repair 
potholes and some of this will become available to all Districts. District Cllr Pennington 
reported increasing complaints from people trying to contact the planning department at 
SHDC. He also said he felt  that the new Joint Local Plan should not significantly affect this 
area. The SHDC proposal to run their services as a commercial undertaking will be decided
on 26th July. The Chair reported on the DALC New Chair’s course which he attended this 
week. The Clerk mentioned that a further P3 grant of £200 has been received from DCC 
and also that the Parish Council still needs to purchase a laptop and scanner with the grant 
received from the Transparency Fund in March 2016. Cllr Morris will advise on this. Parish 
Cllrs had no reports in addition to their previous input to the meeting, but several issues had
been brought to Cllr Whybrow’s attention by parishioners to raise at this meeting.

i) The area around the very recently repaired sinkhole outside School House is 
beginning to dip.      Highways will be told of this

ii) The complaint about flowerbeds in Silver Lane has been repeated. 
The Chair & Vice Chair will go to look at what is happening there.

iii) A request to remove foliage from around the bus stop on the A381 leading out of 
the village.
The Clerk will ask the Parish Lengthsman to clear this and repaint the shelter 
itself.

The Clerk will also ask the Parish Paths Co-ordinator to request the clearance of footpath 4 
to leave a 1 metre wide path through the growing crops there
 
Item 9 Broadband developments
There are no significant developments to report, except to say that it looks very unlikely that
the idea of using the Marldon mast to improve broadband speeds in the parish will go 
ahead, and this leaves the alternative suggestion of satellite dishes being placed around 
the area to receive a privately resourced service from a local provider. Nothing definite is 
emerging at present although quite a lot of local interest has been expressed.

Item 10 Planning
No objection was raised to the Tree Application (no:1530/16/tpo) made by the Mare & Foal 
Sanctuary to fell a line of sycamores, providing that they are replaced as promised and 
preferably by native species. No objection either was raised to the application (no: 
1700/16/PDM) by Mr & Mrs Joiner to change the use of an agricultural building at Little 
Barton, Staverton to a dwelling house.
The owner of Keiran’s Wood told Cllrs that he has submitted a CLEUD application (no: 
1502/16/CLE) for a second caravan there. This is in order to regularise the situation 
regarding the van, which has been in situ there for 13 years and is lived in now and again 
by forestry workers. A previous CLEUD application submitted last year for a different 
caravan was granted by SHDC in January 2016. 

Item 11 Finances
After payment of  this month’s cheques there will be  £3,742 in the current account with a 
further £250 of income expected to be made by BACS payments in July.

Item 12 There will be no meeting in August. The next meeting will take place on 
September 7th at the newly agreed time of 6.30 p.m.
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