
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting held on June 1st 2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock; Whybrow; Eyers; Ash and Morris
County Cllr Rowe and District Cllr Pennington

4 members of the public attended.

01/06/16 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
Cllr Hine-Haycock was elected Chair (proposed by Cllr Eyers and seconded by Cllr 
Whybrow) and Cllr Whybrow was elected Vice-Chair (proposed by Cllr Hine-Haycock and 
seconded by Cllr Morris)

02/06/16 There were no apologies for absence

03/06/16 There were no declarations of interest

04/06/16 The Minutes of the previous meeting were signed as correct

05/06/16 Matters arising 
These regarded i) the fact that 2 of SHDC’s Planning Enforcement Officers have just left 
and 2 new ones are being appointed. The person we are likely to be seeing locally is Sam 
Deeley along with Helen Smart who is now heading up the enforcement team.      ii) the 
road closure at School House for up to 2 weeks from 6th June whilst works are undertaken 
by Highways. Information (with details of diversions) is on the village website, the 
noticeboard, and in the Tally Ho and householders in that area have each been informed.

06/06/16 Traveller issues.
Cllr Hine-Haycock updated the meeting about the travellers.
Those on the A381 are to be evicted with effect from 12.30 p.m. on Monday June 6 th, which 
is much quicker than had been expected. They have recently caused trouble at the Pig & 
Whistle pub through criminal damage to property and threats of physical violence. It is likely
that the PC protests to DCC about this have hastened the eviction process and given it 
priority with their legal team. Highways have promised to ‘re-boulderise’ the site once it is 
clear.
Bourton Lane travellers did not welcome those from Boulders Gate in January but there is 
concern that some may migrate there. There are already thought to be many more units at 
Bourton Lane than in the past and one ‘living van’ goes up to there every evening and down
again in the mornings. Cllr Rowe reported from a meeting with GTLO and SHDC to the 
effect that there are indeed more units there now and that Ms Rayner from GTLO says she 
cannot monitor all the Devon traveller sites effectively. There is a trampoline in the next-
door field and reports of dogs worrying cattle. The land-owner is elderly and ill and very 
unlikely to be aware of this situation. Cllr Rowe says DCC and SHDC are exploring ways of 
helping a parishioner affected by the situation to market his house more effectively.  A 
meeting to discuss this further is to be scheduled for later this month.

07/06/16 Public Forum
This was incorporated in the above item as the members of the public present were all 
affected by the Bourton Lane traveller site issue.

08/06/16 Correspondence.
Correspondence received related to Broadband which is a later item on the Agenda and to 
the postponement of DCC’s scheduled Neighbourhood Planning workshop.
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09/06/16 Clerk & Cllrs’ Reports
Cllr Pennington reported that SHDC is still looking into the formation of a commercial 
company to deliver all their services. Cllr Rowe had little to add to her earlier feedback on 
the travellers in Bourton Lane. She has been appointed Vice-Chair of DCC for the coming 
year. The PC offered their congratulations. Cllr Ash reported on the Resilience Forum which
she attended. It was interesting but as our main risk is flooding, and we have that 
reasonably well covered and have done what we can, she felt that the rest was not very 
relevant. The PC will put details of emergency numbers on the website and the 
noticeboards. Cllrs agreed that at present we would not proceed with a formal full 
Emergency Plan for the Parish, though this may be re-considered in the future. Cllr Eyers 
reported that the summer season is starting for the yurts and shepherds hut opposite the 
Buckyette entrance. Cllr Whybrow reported complaints received about the movement of 
chippings to and from Keiran’s Wood and the fact that no enforcement action appears to 
have been taken about the unauthorised caravans still there. Also that a local farmer has 
complained about flowerbeds now narrowing Silver Lane. This has been noted.
The Clerk reported that the annual P3 parish footpath review had been completed and all 
were in reasonably good shape, with strimmimg of access areas and the removal of a 
couple of fallen trees being arranged through the Parish Lengthsman. It seems likely that 
DCC will repair the top part of Penny’s Wood this summer. She also said that the chippings 
around the village post box will be renewed shortly. 

10/06/16 Broadband – report
Cllr Morris updated the meeting on the situation regarding Broadband and said that we are 
currently outside the area set out by the government for the roll-out of superfast broadband 
which promises speeds of over 20mbps. There are 3 options to residents at present: Firstly 
they can make do with the service delivered through the telephone line. This is slow but 
carries no great additional cost. Secondly they can use 4G, which entails getting home 
Broadband over the mobile phone signal (currently the EE phone network works best). 
Typical speeds obtainable are in the region of 30mbps, but running costs are high 
depending on how much data a household uses. The third option  which is to provide a 
private superfast wireless Broadband service for the area promises access to speeds of up 
to 100mbps and would entail setting up a series of dishes/aerials around the village. Costs 
and effectiveness of such a system would depend on the number of people interested and 
would involve working with a small local operator. Co-ordination would be a challenge, as 
would the obligations of those householders who bought into the system if anything went 
wrong. This discussion will need to be taken forward if local interest is high.

11/06/16 Planning
There were no new planning applications but several updates on ongoing situations. 
Conditional approval has been granted for the outline planning application at Deapp Farm, 
Grattons Lane; conditions imposed have been now met at Tudorlands; there is an 
application for tree removal at the Mare & Foal Sanctuary. 

12/06/16 Finances
The Annual Return for the Parish Council was discussed and signed by the Chairman. The 
Accounts summary for the year up to 31st March 2016 was given to Cllrs and will be posted 
on the main noticeboard. Relevant pages from the Annual Return will be posted on the 
website for 30 days.

13/06/16 The date of the next meeting is July 6th 2016.  
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