
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on May 4thth 2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Whybrow, Ash 
also County Councillor Rowe and District Cllr Pennington

There were no members of the public in attendance
 
01/05/16 Apologies were received from Cllrs Eyers and Morris

02/05/16 There were no expressions of interest

03/05/16 The Minutes of the last meeting were signed as correct

04/05/16 Matters Arising.  The Chair stated that the past month has been very busy for the 
Parish Council but very productive. It was noted that the ‘flood’ markers and notices are now in 
position and have been well received and that the Highways Officer is coming this week to look at 
a stretch of road by Hempstone Barns which needs attention. The work on the sinkhole outside 
School House which carries both a main sewer and a main power cable and is threatening total 
collapse has been brought forward by DCC Highways and was scheduled initially for the week of 
the May Bank Holiday which is also school half-term. Highways have just been persuaded to put 
the date back to June 6th which will help both to maintain the Tally Ho trade and to diminish the 
effect of disturbance to the village during a busy holiday time. Repairs are major and will entail a 
road closure of 9 – 14 days. DCC will inform local householders of the extent of the work and of 
the diversions which will be put in place. Cllrs were pleased with the negotiated change of date, as
was the Tally Ho management.

05/05/16 Planning Matters update: The new SHDC Senior Enforcement Officer, Paul Bignell, 
has visited Littlehempston with his colleague Ken Gilpin very recently to investigate several 
outstanding complaints regarding possible infringement of planning regulations and will be at 
SHDC again early next week to follow these up. Particular issues refer to high intensity lights 
which are likely to require planning permission and which may need to be adapted by lowering, 
shading or dimming. This relates to both the field shelter in the field on Grattons Lane and to the 
Mare & Foal Sanctuary car park. There is also a continuing concern regarding occupation of 
caravans at Kierans Wood and at Althaea Herbal Healing Garden – issues which are actively 
being looked into again by SHDC. 
Cllr Rowe has received a very positive response from Helen Smart the Case Management Officer 
at SHDC dealing with the ongoing outstanding enforcement issue at the Bourton Lane Traveller 
encampment. The Parish Council, with the support of Cllrs Rowe and Cllr Pennington will continue
to push for action on this matter and will keep Dr Sarah Wollaston MP informed of the situation..

06/05/2016 There was no Public Forum

07/05/2016 Clerk & Councillor Reports. 
Cllr Rowe reported success in  her action to get the road signs removed once again from the 
verge beside the new container storage area close to Totnes on the A381. The Highways Officer at
DCC has indicated that the signs by the chippings storage gates will be removed once work within 
that area has been completed. Cllr Pennington reported that SHDC is once again looking at the 
possibility of forming a commercial company with the aim of generating income from the sale of 
some of its services to other local authorities and external organisations. This has been tried 
unsuccessfully in the past and he has voiced his strong reservations about it. Cllr Ash gave a full 
report of the SHDC Peer Planning Review that she attended recently. This involves 
representatives from Town and Parish Councils giving feedback to a national Review Team on the 
work of District Council Planning Services. Many of the problems which affect our Parish Council 
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are shared by others. Late notification of planning applications; little or no notice taken of Parish 
Council responses to planning applications; difficulties in accessing planning data; a non-user 
friendly website; lengthy waits on the telephone to speak to planning officers and difficulty in 
getting access to them, were just some of these. It is hoped that this feedback will bring about 
improvements. Other Cllr reports mentioned a request for a face-lift for the bus shelter at the top of
the road into Littlehempston – an item which will be carried forward to the summer. The Clerk was 
asked to alert the Environment Agency to the proliferation of a poisonous plant (Hemlock Water 
Dropwort) along the Gatcombe Brook and request its swift removal; to publish the new list of 
‘emergency phone numbers’ by posting it on the website and putting up laminated copies on the 
parish noticeboards; to request the parish lengthsman to go ahead with buying and  spreading 
new chippings by the post and phone boxes in the village, which will cost approximately £140.00. 
She reported that a DCC Localities Grant (supported by Cllr Rowe) for the sum of £600.00 had 
been applied for to pay for Lengthsman’s services for the coming year. This will be in addition to 
the P3 grant of £300.00 just received. Cllrs expressed their thanks to both Mo & Mike Wright ( our 
volunteer Parish Path Wardens) and to John Todd (Parish Lengthsman) for all the work that they 
do to make the village look attractive.

09/05/16 Broadband developments. Cllr Morris has been investigating the situation regarding 
the development of superfast Broadband and the likelihood of this soon being accessible within 
the parish. He will present a report at the next Parish Council meeting. After Government promises
for the nationwide provision of superfast broadband, it appears that we may be located in the 5% 
of rural England which will not be covered. However two householders in Gatcombe, have just 
managed to set up a link between their homes and the Marldon masts and are achieving 
broadband speeds up to 25 times better than before. This currently comes at a cost – both an 
initial set-up cost and a monthly subscription. Cllr Rowe confirms that she has heard of a service 
which comes with an installation charge and a rental of £30.00 per month. The Mare & Foal 
Sanctuary is also exploring ways in which their service can be boosted by installing a mast to link 
with better served areas. A commercial Torquay company has been surveying the village this week
to see if they can provide a service to the parish. We hope to hear the results of their survey very 
soon and be in a position to report back on developments at the Parish Council meeting in June.

10/05/16 Planning.  There have been no new planning applications received this month, but 
the Parish Council, following further investigation, is now in a position to respond to SHDC on 
application 0250/16/OPA regarding outline planning  permission for an agricultural dwelling at 
Deapp Fram, Grattons Lane, which it is unable to support.

11/05/16 Finances.  At the end of the 2015/16 financial year (31st March 2016) the Parish 
Council current account balance had  increased  in real terms by £63.41 on the previous year-end.
When including a Transparency Code Grant of £519.50 (received at the end of March and ring-
fenced for the purchase of computer equipment) it stood at £2,400.56. During April we have 
received £300.00 for a P3 grant and £1504.42 as the first Precept instalment.

12/05/16 The date of the next meeting will be 1st June 2016
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