
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on April 6th 2016

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow, Ash and Morris
also County Councillor Rowe and District Cllr Pennington

6 members of the public attended.

Annual Parish Meeting:  The meeting started with the Chair’s Annual Report which is published 
in full on the village website. This was followed by a presentation by Cllr Ash on her research into -
and suggestions for - ways of developing an Emergency Plan for the parish. A useful provisional 
list of contacts was distributed to Cllrs. A parishioner gave a vote of thanks to the Parish Council 
for the work that it has done over the past year..
It was agreed that for the foreseeable future Parish Council meetings will begin at 7.00 a.m. 
instead of 7.30 p.m.

01/04/16 There were no apologies for absence

02/04/16 There were no declarations of interest

03/04/16 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed as correct

04/04/16 Matters arising;  Some are included in the Agenda and others will form
part of the Cllrs reports, but mention was made i) of the ’Flood signs’ which are expected to arrive 
and be erected in the village shortly and of the need to review the signage situation at the Tally Ho 
bridge near Hemsford and ii) of the sink hole outside School House which the Chair will contact 
DCC  Highways about urgently. The Parish Council requires assurance of DCC’s current 
commitment to the repair of the collapsed water pipe which is causing the problem as the work 
needs to be done before funds run out as happened last autumn.
 
05/04/16 Bourton Lane traveller site. Cllr Eyers reported that he had visited the site again 
and found virtually no change except for the fact that one caravan has been dismantled ready (as 
he was informed by a traveller he spoke to) for removal. He saw no signs of a fire having been set 
at the site. He had been made aware by a local resident of noise disturbance caused by a recent 
late-night ‘rave’. He was told by the traveller that this was due to a birthday party held on the site. 
There were no diversion signs in evidence but  2 small ‘children playing’ signs were visible.

06/04/16 Public Forum. The meeting was told by a member of the public that the ‘rave’ 
referred to above was not a one-off event and that there have been 2 other instances (one last 
week-end) of very loud amplified music carrying on until 3.00 a.m. in the morning. Also that last 
weekend  car headlights were shining in his bedroom windows from cars parking or turning in the 
driveway of his house close by the encampment. On two recent occasions a small coach 
(presumably used for visitors’ sleeping accommodation) has been towed up to the site for the 
week-end. The meeting agreed that the noise nuisance clearly breaks the traveller ‘compact’ and 
asked Cllr Eyers to contact the Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Officer at DCC urgently to report these 
continuing breaches of their agreement. The local resident was asked to log noise occurrence. 
Further discussion elicited the fact that both the residents concerned and the Parish Council would
be best advised to follow an established procedure with SHDC which will allow them to complain 
directly to the Local Government Ombudsman about the lack of progress in implementing the 
injunction on the Bourton Lane encampment which was served originally in 2009. This is 
beginning to look like the only effective way to proceed as the local resident has been totally 
unable to re-institute a meeting arranged with the Head of Delivered Services at SHDC which was 
cancelled some weeks ago. The residents will liaise with Cllr Eyers to put their complaint into the 
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correct format to start this procedure with SHDC and the Parish Council will write a complaint 
immediately to the Enforcement Officer who has taken over from Ms Heather Nesbitt.
The Public Forum discussion also addressed the problem of a recently erected string of 6 high 
intensity lights in the Mare & Foal Sanctuary car park. The Parish Council has already advised the 
planning enforcement team at SHDC who imply that planning permission should have been 
applied for and who have promised to investigate. If SHDC receives an unsatisfactory response, 
the Parish Council will also write directly to Simon Avery the Sanctuary’s Operations Director to 
say that complaints have been received about the brightness of these lights and ask him to take 
steps to lessen the intrusion.

07/04/16 Correspondence. The Dartmouth & Totnes Ring & Ride Bus service has hit funding 
problems and temporarily closed, but will be run again under other management from April. Bob 
the Bus sent a brief annual report to the Parish Council, indicating that take-up for the service from
parishioners in Littlehempston has been low. The Parish Council is still considering quotes for the 
supply of new chippings for outside the phone and post boxes in the village and the Chair will 
follow up a hopeful lead. The Parish Council has been notified  of an open day taking place at the 
civic hall in Totnes on Saturday 16th April to show the proposed flood protection measures for 
Totnes. A parishioner will be attending and sending in a report of her findings and observations.

08/04/16 Clerk & Councillors Reports. Cllr Rowe’s report has now been circulated and she 
discussed the main points at the meeting, one of which is to contact Lisa Edmonds of Highways if 
there are any particularly serious Lengthsman-type issues. Cllr Pennington gave details of 
contacts at SHDC who might be helpful in that area too and also mentioned that he had 
succeeded in getting agreement for a 20mph speed limit in Marldon.  The parishioner who is 
currently working on this matter for the Gatcombe area will be advised to contact Cllr Pennington. 
Cllr Morris gave feedback on the ‘New Councillor’ course which he and Cllr Ash attended recently. 
He recommends the Parish Council to set up a separate email address for Councillors to avoid 
them having to conduct parish business on private email accounts. He will liaise with the Clerk 
about this. Cllr Whybrow reported that a parishioner is concerned that a scrap car business is 
being run from Keirans Wood. The Clerk will contact the SHDC Planning Enforcement team to 
report this. The Clerk reported that a parishioner with an ongoing complaint regarding high 
intensity lights on a field shelter in a field adjoining Grattons Lane is still waiting  - after 19 months 
- for some action from the Planning Enforcement team despite letters to them from himself and a 
number of emails sent by the Clerk. Action was promised in writing to the Clerk on 2nd February 
but nothing has been done yet. The Clerk will write to SHDC again to follow this up.

09/04/16 Lengthsmans services.  Cllr Rowe will send the Clerk an application form to DCC 
for a Localities grant for £600.00 to fund the Parish lengthsman’s services for another year.

10/04/16 The Financial Regulations for the Parish Council were agreed and adopted.

11/04/16 Planning. The Clerk is awaiting further information relevant to the Parish Council’s 
response to planning application no: 0250/16/OPA for an agricultural dwelling at Deapp Farm, 
Grattons Lane, TQ9 6LZ.

12/04/16 Finances.  The Parish Council’s current account is balanced at the start of the 
financial year

13/04/16 The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 4th May starting at the new time of 
7.00 p.m.
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