
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on November 4th 2015

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow and McCann

with County Cllr Rowe, District Cllr Pennington and Ms Nesbitt, SHDC Principal 
Planning Enforcement Officer

12  members of the public attended. They were warmly welcomed to the meeting.

01/11/15 Apologies were received from Geoff Foster of the Totnes Police.

02/11/15 There were no declarations of interest

03/11/15 Travellers on the A381.

The Chair outlined the situation which had developed since the last meeting, and 
explained that DCC had served a letter to the traveller camp on the A381 giving them
notice to quit on or before November 9th 2015. As it is thought by SHDC that on past 
record they are unlikely to vacate the site as required, DCC officials have been 
asked to move quickly after this date on to the next stage of the legal process, which 
is to secure a possession order from the Magistrates Court. Once this is served then 
bailiffs will be sent in to clear the site on the due date specified in that order. He said 
that members of the Parish Council and a parishioner had met with the MP Dr Sarah 
Wollaston last Friday and that she was fully supporting the efforts to move the 
travellers on and would be writing to the leader of DCC, Cllr John Hart, to request 
that the legal process is followed as fast as possible and that momentum in clearing 
and closing the site is not lost. He read out Dr Wollaston’s letter to the meeting. Dr 
Wollaston also recommended that we contact the Fire & Rescue Service to warn 
them about fire safety hazards in this very confined area. A member of the Fire & 
Rescue team will be visiting the site on Friday.
Ms Nesbitt (Principal Planning Enforcement Officer SHDC) was asked to update the 
meeting since she last addressed it in October. She confirmed what the Chair had 
said, adding that the matter has now passed from the hands of the Gypsy & Traveller
Liaison Office at DCC and onto their legal department, and re-iterating that the issue 
now is to keep the process going and not to relax. Bailiffs and police will become 
involved if an eviction order is granted. Where the travellers go will be monitored 
carefully and the Totnes police are working very closely with her to monitor vehicles 
at the site and to gather intelligence on their movements.
Cllr Rowe thanked Ms Nesbitt for the huge level of support that she is giving the 
parish, and also said that Dr Wollaston was right behind all the efforts of the Parish 
Council and the parishioners in working to resolve the problem. She confirmed that 
once the travellers leave, DCC will have to move immediately to secure the site, and 
warned parishioners to lock gates on fields and protect vulnerable areas now to 
protect against relocation of this traveller group to somewhere else in the parish.. 
The Chair said that there had been a reported burglary in Littlehempston this 
morning and that parishioners should be extra vigilant, and tell each other of any 
suspicious circumstances. A member of the public reported that field gates up 
Bourton Lane were left unlocked, and the Chair agreed that farmers in Berry 
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Pomeroy and Marldon should also be warned to take precautions to protect their 
land. Cllr Pennington will alert the Marldon Parish Council at their meeting tomorrow.

04/11.15 Public Forum
In the ensuing Public Forum Ms Nesbitt was asked what progress SHDC was 
making in providing an authorised site for travellers in the area. She replied that they 
were making no progress largely because travellers had made clear that they did not
want to use a site where hard standing was provided for caravans and amenity 
blocks for their residents – but she said that a District Council would have to do this if
it chose to provide one big site in the District. However she said that the District 
Council could comply with the requirement to provide sites by adding up all the small
separate ‘pitches’ which were ‘tolerated’ within the area. However the site on the 
A381 is definitely not a ‘tolerated’ site and never will be.
Parishioners reported lots of aggressive shouting from the site and dogs barking, 
although the loud music is becoming less regular. It is obvious that tensions between
travellers on the site are running high.
A question was also asked about whether a business was being run from the site. It 
is thought that the travellers may be breaking cars and selling scrap.This will 
obviously mean that a lot of ‘rubbish’ will be left when the site is vacated and Ms 
Nesbitt confirmed that it will then either be DCC’s responsibility to clear it or to pay 
SHDC to do so on their behalf.
A parishioner then asked about the situation at Bourton Lane, Littlehempston, which 
travellers have occupied over many years. This site was visited by a Parish 
Councillor on Sunday and he read out his report on the current situation. It has 
obviously grown greatly in the last year or so and the number of vans and vehicles 
there now vastly exceeds the number that have been ‘tolerated’ by DCC .Without 
constant monitoring by the Parish Council and ongoing interaction with the travellers 
it seems that DCC’s Gypsy & Traveller Liaison team are prepared to let numbers 
multiply. Apparently some 10 more units have moved in since our last assessment 
and vehicles (30 in all) are now taking up most of the lane and quite possibly 
spreading into Berry Pomeroy parish land. There is little room left there for any more 
vans, which may prevent migration from those on the A381 – which is a very 
possible threat.
The same parishioner referred to an Enforcement Order on the Bourton Lane site 
which was issued several years ago and never carried out. This was remembered by
several Councillors and members of the public. Ms Nesbitt agreed to check the 
SHDC records. It was proposed that once the unauthorised traveller site on the A381
had been closed and secured, every effort should be made to get the Bourton Lane 
site cleared by acting on the existing Enforcement Order. 
A resident of Gatcombe hamlet then asked the Parish Council to support his work to 
get a 20 mph speed restriction placed on the lane which runs from the Mare & Foal 
Sanctuary entrance down to Gatcombe Mill. There are now 8 young children and 2 
teenagers (walking home from the school bus on the main road) living in the hamlet 
and cars use the lane as a rat run, going far too fast for safety and speeding round 
the narrow bridge and blind bend at the bottom of the hill. He has drawn up a petition
signed by residents there and wants to pursue the matter with the DCC Highways 
Department.
The Parish Council agreed to offer all support possible, but explained that DCC had 
a history of total inflexibility on this issue unless accident statistics warranted a 
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change. The Clerk will investigate the process to be followed for such a change to be
requested.

05/11/15 The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as correct

06/11/15 There were no matters arising

07/11/15. There was no correspondence which had not already been included in 
the earlier discussions or contained in the Clerks’ report.

08/11/15 The Clerk’s report referred to drains that had been cleared and re-
checked recently for leaf blockage; a new gate put in place of the broken style on the
footpath by the Pig & Whistle; a request to Network Rail to cut down vegetation 
under the railway arch which threatens to die back into the Gatcombe brook and 
cause potential blockage; the recent cutting of the hedge and stream banks further 
back from the bridge by a local farmer; the ongoing discussions with DCC about 
procuring appropriate flood markers for the lane at that point; the publishing of a 
programme of visits to the parish by the new SHDC Locality Engagement Officer, Dai
Anthill; and finally a joint bid with Marldon Parish Council for continuing funding for 
lengthsman services for the parish.
Councillors’ reports: Cllr Rowe reported a quiet time at DCC. However a bid has 
been submitted for County Councils in the South West to have more power over their
own budgets and spending power. Also that we wait to hear what will happen about 
the police budget and whether we shall be suffering cuts to the service. District Cllr 
Pennington said that there was an increasing necessity to make plans in conjunction 
with neighbouring authorities and to do things jointly. Cllr Eyers mentioned that 2 
new units have moved into the small unauthorised traveller camp by Two Bridges 
near Hemsford. He thinks that a lot of movement is happening at present – maybe 
because of the A381 site or maybe just because winter is approaching .Cllr Whybrow
raised the issue of monitoring the flood defence channels near the railway bridge 
and was appalled to learn that the Engineering Department of SHDC has been shut. 
The Clerk will hope to discover who might have taken over their work when she 
attends a conference later this month.

09/11/15 There were no planning applications

10/11/15 There is £3,231.00 in the current account at the end of October 

11/11/15 The date of the next meeting will be December 2nd 2015.

3


