
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on October 7th 2015

Present: Cllrs Hine-Haycock, Eyers, Whybrow and McCann

with County Cllr Rowe, District Cllr Pennington and Ms Nesbitt, SHDC Principal Planning 
Enforcement Officer

31 members of the public attended. They were warmly welcomed to the meeting.

Apologies were received from Dr Sarah Wollaston MP

01/09/15 Cllr Hine-Haycock (as Vice Chair) announced the resignation from the Parish 
Council of Cllr Milller for personal reasons after a life-time of valued service as a member of the 
Council. He asked that the extreme gratitude of the Parish Council for some 5 decades of 
dedicated commitment to the community by Roger Miller be formally recorded in the minutes. 
A fitting tribute for his service to the Parish Council will be made in due course.

02/09/15 There followed an election process to elect a new Chair and Vice Chair to the Parish 
Council. Cllr Hine-Haycock was elected as Chair and Cllr Whybrow as Vice Chair.

03/09/15 There were no declarations of interest.

04/09/15 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed. Matters arising are 
incorporated in this meeting’s Agenda.

05/09/15 Unauthorised traveller encampment on the A381. The Chair said that this is the 
biggest issue that the parish has had to deal with in the last 10 years and Cllrs Rowe and 
Pennington (from DCC and SHDC respectively) and Ms Nesbitt from SHDC Planning Enforcement
Office were introduced to those present. A brief update of actions taken by the Parish Council 
since the September meeting included reference to a continuing correspondence with Dr Sarah 
Wollaston MP (who has offered to visit the site with representatives from the Parish Council and 
parishioners) and an ongoing dialogue with the Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Officer from DCC and 
with Ms Nesbitt. Then Ms Nesbitt was asked to provide an update of her work on the issue.
Ms Nesbitt said that she has been made aware from all the letters that she has received that 
matters have progressed since our last meeting in quite the opposite direction to that which we 
wanted. She has had a meeting with DCC today. They have full powers to evict. She asked DCC 
three weeks ago to move the travellers on or she would serve notice on DCC with regard to the 
unauthorised change of use for the site. She says that DCC apologise for not being able to attend 
tonight and she read out a report which Sabrina Thomas (Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Officer from 
DCC) had given her. Sabrina hopes to attend our next meeting. It is quite obvious that the 
travellers are not keeping to any of the terms of an agreement which they are required to make 
with DCC. However the legal situation is that eviction orders can only be made against individuals 
and not the whole group.
Ms Nesbitt said that she has a meeting this Friday with the joint Directors of SHDC to agree to 
serve DCC with an enforcement notice. She assured us that SHDC are fully aware of the history of
the site, of the road fatality that occurred there previously and that permission was refused then for
it to become a permanent transit site for travellers on safety grounds. She re-iterated that this site 
is not an authorised site or a suitable site, so the travellers will be moved on. DCC sees it as only 
a temporary location for the present group. It is a dangerous place and the police (who were at her
meeting today) will very shortly do a safety run and carry out an independent road assessment. 
There is a need to find a solution now – and quickly.
Cllr Rowe then said that DCC is trying hard to find a solution, but that it is difficult since SHDC has 
no authorised site for travellers so that moving them on will only cause problems somewhere else. 
She also said that rumours to the effect that DCC had actually encouraged the re-occupation of 
the site were unhelpful and unprovable.

1



06/09/15 Public Forum.  Several main themes arose from a very lively public forum. They 
centred around;-

i) Did DCC facilitate the re-occupation of the site?
Ms Nesbitt has asked the question of both DCC and the travellers but received no answers. The 
toilet and waste bins provided should not be taken as encouragement for them to stay, but as a 
necessity to manage the issue of waste disposal while they are there. However people are aware 
that boulders blocking the entrance were moved to the side and that the re-occupation did occur a 
few days before more chippings were scheduled to be tipped there, which would have made it 
uninhabitable.

ii) What numbers are allowed to be there – even temporarily – and are these being 
exceeded?

Accurate numbers living at the site at present are unknown to SHDC but Ms Nesbitt will carry out a
site visit shortly. The maximum allowed by DCC is 5 and this looks as if it is being exceeded, 
therefore breaching DCC’s own rules. 

iii) Noise nuisance
It seems that since being served with a letter from SHDC’s  Environmental Health team  about 2 
weeks ago regarding noise nuisance, the loud music has stopped. However continued abatement 
cannot be guaranteed and those parishioners affected say that they live in a state of continued 
heightened  anxiety expecting it to start again, which is hugely stressful.

i) Why is there a policy to act only against individuals and not as a group? 
Apparently that is the law, which is why all the efforts of SHDC are currently directed towards 
urging DCC to move the whole group on and co-operating with them to achieve this. Apparently if 
a High Court Injunction is sought this would  take a very long time to pass through the legal 
process and would remove the matter completely from the local hands of both SHDC and DCC. 
That is why more collaborative strategies are being sought because they are likely to be more 
successful in the short term.

ii) Why haven’t SHDC got a permanent site for travellers? 
It seems that SHDC are trying to buy or rent suitable land for such a site and are in talks with 
landowners. SHDC would fund whatever works were necessary to build a site if land could be 
found. The obvious problem is that few communities will welcome them. This issue is being 
actively pursued within SHDC.

In summary, members of the public were assured that the horse (recently tethered, then enclosed 
within an electrically fenced area of verge) would be removed by October 12 th; that SHDC will 
make a decision on Friday to serve an enforcement notice on DCC; that the police would be 
carrying out an independent road assessment in the very near future; and that SHDC are doing all 
they can to resolve the situation as soon as possible. This site will not become an authorised site.

07/09/15 Correspondence. The Clerk has received 4 items of correspondence:.a) that 
unfortunately there are insufficient funds in DCC to allow the promised work to go ahead on the 
top of Penny’s Wood in this financial year. b) that work on repairing the style on footpath 2 (by the 
Pig & Whistle) is in hand. DCC will arrange and pay for this c) that signs warning of potential 
flooding for the entries to footpath 3 (by the Church) are available at the cost of £18.00 plus VAT. 
Cllrs decided to leave this in abeyance for the present, and d) that Cllrs are invited to a meeting of 
the Totnes & Dartmouth ‘Ring & Ride’ service next week.

08/09/15 Clerk and Cllrs reports. The Clerk reported that our parish lengthsman has carried 
out all essential work on parish drains in the last month, strimmed all footpath entrances and 
cleared the blocked culvert at the triangle in the village. She is still trying to get the vegetation cut 
down beside the stream by the railway bridge, but has been told that this is SHDC work, not the 
Devon Highways responsibility. She will pursue this as well as with trying to discover how many 
days service we qualify for from the County Lengthsman and how we can liaise with that person 
regarding parish priorities. She is also pressing for more information on how and when the new 
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SHDC Locality Engagement Officer will be available to speak to parishioners. (it now seems that 
he may be present at the November Coffee Morning to be held in the Church on November 26 th).
Other Parish Cllrs said that there reports could wait until the next meeting.
Cllr Rowe reported that DCC has issued guidance on Road Warden schemes and is offering free 
training for people undertaking road maintenance work within parishes. TAP funds may also be 
available. The Clerk will discuss this with Marldon Parish Council to investigate a possible joint 
application for funds for next year.
Cllr Pennington’s reported that discussions at SHDC regarding business rates had been overtaken
by the Chancellor’s very recent announcement. He will keep us updated with developments.
Other matters: Parishioners report blocked drains on the lane opposite Gatcombe Park Farm. The 
Clerk will follow this up. Flood markers for the centre of the village are available from DCC. The 
Clerk will also progress this matter.

09/09/15  Planning applications discussed were:
i) Application Number: 31/2012/15/F

Applicant: Mr P. Wells
Location: Gatcombe Park Farm, Newton Road, Littlehempston, TQ9 
6LT
Proposal: removal of conservatory and outhouse and replacement with 
two storey extension, single story extensions and associated 
alterations.
Response: No objection

ii) Application for tree works
Applicant Mrs K.Tredinnick
Location The Garden House, Littlehempston TQ9 6LY
Response: No objection

iii) Lawful development certificate for existing use of mobile home for 
permanent residential occupation with associated residential curtilage 
at Caravan, Kierans Wood, Littlehempston TQ9 6LZ
Response: Clerk to write to SHDC Planning Office to ask for previously 
promised action to be taken in relation to the other caravans there.

10/09/15 Finances are healthy with c £3,500 in the current account at present. However that 
has to cover all expenses until the end of the financial year and we would want to have some 
reserve for contingencies and to carry forward.

11/09/15 The next meeting will take place on Wednesday November 4th 2015
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