
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on September 2nd  2015

Present: Cllrs Miller, Hine-Haycock, Eyers, and Whybrow

Two members of the public attended the meeting. Heather Nesbitt Principal Planning
Enforcement Officer from SHDC was also in attendance.

01/09/15 Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllrs Bramble, Pennington 
 and Rowe from SHDC and from Cllr McCann.

02/09/15 There were no declarations of interest.

03/09/15 The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as correct.
Matters arising have been brought forward to this agenda.

04/09/15 Travellers site adjacent to the A381. 
Cllr Eyers had prepared a report outlining the history of the previous occupation of 
this site. Key points are that Littlehempston already has 2 other unauthorised sites 
tolerated by both DCC and SHDC about which there are no current complaints. The 
site adjacent to the A381 on land belonging to Devon County Council has been 
previously occupied and closed twice before – in 2002 and 2004 – the second time 
after having been refused planning permission as a permanent ‘Transit site for 
travellers’ on safety grounds and closed by DCC themselves. When travellers moved
back in in July of this year, two Parish Councillors immediately visited the site 
together with the DCC Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Officer (Jenny Rayner) to discuss 
the situation and protest at the re-occupation. Ms Rayner called on the travellers 
there to abide by a travellers’ contract which basically meant that they would keep 
the site tidy and contained and would not cause a nuisance to neighbours or a safety
hazard to the local community. It appears that none of the key points of that contract 
have been kept to. Complaints have been made by parishioners focussing on noise 
(exceptionally loud amplified music) unsightly visual appearance (signs, painted 
boulders, toilet outside) and road safety (cars parked on the verge, reversing out into
the main road). A road death occurred here during the previous occupation of the 
site.
Cllr Eyers described the approach to ‘unauthorised encampments’ laid down in the 
DCC website and also updated the meeting on new planning rules for travellers 
which came into force only on Monday of this week. They put responsibility for 
proving that a nomadic lifestyle is being led on the travellers who wish to set up a 
camp and that means they have to have been moving for a number of months each 
year. Otherwise they will have no special treatment under the planning system. This 
is a new rule and should strengthen the SHDC hand in taking action to clear and 
close this site.
Heather Nesbitt (Principal Planning Enforcement Officer SHDC) then updated the 
meeting with the position of her department vis a vis the travellers. Apparently SHDC
was not informed of their re-occupation of the site by DCC and only became aware 
of it on receiving complaints from members of the public. By then DCC had provided 
a toilet and arranged for wheelie bins. Last Friday she and her colleagues were “all 
set to serve an enforcement notice on DCC” in respect of the noise nuisance caused
by extremely loud amplified music being played by the travellers and recorded by 
noise tracking equipment installed by SHDC’s Environmental team into the home of 
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one of the complainants. However over the Bank Holiday weekend there was no 
further noise nuisance, so no further breach of that part of the ‘contract’ had taken 
place.
One of the travellers has been moved on from an unauthorised site in Modbury for 
breach of the code of conduct, and in Heather’s view it is not in fact by definition a 
travellers site as the people occupying it are not travellers within the meaning of the 
term.. Not only are they not keeping to any ‘contract’ agreed with DCC but they are 
operating some kind of a scrap business from the site and keeping it in a wholly 
unacceptable state. She says that it cannot be “a tolerated site” not only for the 
reasons given above but also for considerations of safety (being located on a fast 
and dangerous stretch of road where vehicles reverse out of the gates) and also 
because there are children living there and it is an unsafe place for them to be 
housed. DCC has a clear duty of care to them which is in her view being breached. 
Her recommendation is that SHDC serves an enforcement notice on DCC, and that 
the issue will have to be escalated above the level of the DCC Gypsy /Traveller 
Liaison Officer and – if necessary – above her boss as they seem to be disinclined to
take any action other than that which is supportive to the travellers and designed to 
make their residence there more comfortable.
Heather will decide when her negotiation with DCC has effectively failed and will 
require from them an ‘end date’ for the occupation which will have to be no more 
than 8 weeks from the serving of the enforcement notice. There is then one month 
allowed for an appeal by DCC but that should in total mean eviction will be possible 
within a 3 month period.  She will also investigate information and records of the past
eviction in 2004, which will help to strengthen the case against DCC.
If DCC has not complied with the Enforcement Order from SHDC within 3 months 
then Heather will seek an injunction from the High Court to make them do so. She 
says that the responsibility for moving the travellers out sits squarely with DCC.
When asked what members of the public could do to help she advised that they write
letters to DCC highlighting the 3 main concerns: noise nuisance; traffic safety; and 
the unsightliness (visual impact) of the site. She will provide the Clerk with a contact 
name and address for such letters who will publicise this in order to ensure that they 
get to the right person. It will be more powerful for parishioners to write individually to
that person but they are asked to copy their letters to the Clerk who can then assess 
and collate the local response.

05/09/15 Public Forum
Most of the discussion above actually spilled over into the Public Forum and after 
several questions from the members of the pubic present Heather was thanked for 
her time and her input which was very candid and supportive. It was mentioned that 
a DCC presence at the meeting would have been valued and it was a shame that it 
had not been forthcoming.

10/09/15 Planning
Item 10 on Planning was moved up the agenda to benefit from the presence of the 
Principal Planning Enforcement Officer as one of the applications to be considered 
was a CLEUD for a caravan and curtilage at Keirans Wood. Whilst stating as a 
matter of fact that one residential caravan had been there for at least 4 years 
(although the length of time that the domestic curtilage had existed was less certain) 
the Cllrs pointed out that a proposed Enforcement Order to remove other caravans in
May of this year had never been carried out and that there are still a number of 
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caravans sited there – which makes the response to the one van mentioned in the 
CLUED difficult to progress as it remains unclear as to which caravan this refers . 
Heather said that she would look into this matter.
There was no objection to the proposal 31/1729/15/F referring to the provision of a 
general purpose agricultural building at Grattons Farm Yard TQ9 6LZ.

06/09/15 Correspondence
The Clerk mentioned that the Devon & Somerset Fire and Rescue Service has 
written to all Parish Councils to ask for help in identifying vulnerable people in their 
communities who might benefit from a free home safety visit to look at fire-related 
safety issues. Cllrs considered it to be unethical to nominate people without their 
prior permission, but will approach any person who they feel may have a need and 
ask if they would appreciate such a visit.
Correspondence regarding travellers on the A381 has been amply discussed in a 
previous part of the meeting.
A problem with a blocked culvert has been reported by a member of the public who 
is concerned that it may affect the flood defence work undertaken last year near the 
Triangle. The Clerk was asked to refer this to our Lengthsman for assessment and 
maybe then on to the council’s Flood Defence engineer if it is not seen as a local job.

07/09/15 Clerk and Councillors Reports
The Clerk reported briefly on a Town & Parish Council Event that she and the 
Chairman had attended at Follaton House in July. This gave a lot of very interesting 
information on the following issues: i) the redesign and restructuring of SHDC which 
will introduce a Locality Engagement Model where each community has one point of 
contact initially in the form of a Locality Engagement Officer who will travel round and
hold clinics/surgeries in local communal spaces. There will also be a more practical 
presence in terms of an operational Locality Officer (frontline) who will undertake 
simple tasks and other duties to act on problems reported in the parish; ii) an 
introduction to Planning in which both strategic and operational processes were 
described; iii) a description of the legal responsibilities around Standards and Codes 
of Conduct for Cllrs; iv) financial matters about budget setting and calculating the 
Precept; and finally v) criteria and procedures applying to the TAP (Town and Parish 
Council) awards. It was a very comprehensive and worthwhile event and the           
powerpoint presentations from the various speakers have been shared with the Cllrs.
Cllr Hine-Haycock‘s report covered several issues:-  he thanked Mike Wright for fast-
tracking the replacement of a broken gate on Footpath 4. and the Clerk for arranging
the quick removal of an unwanted advertising hoarding from the side of the bus 
shelter at Uphempston. SHDC has assured him that the cats’ eyes on the A381 will 
be restored soon.He has also been told by SHDC that the work scheduled for 
repairing the road at School House has now been postponed until the spring of 2016 
as the council’s financial targets have not been met and it cannot afford to carry out 
that piece of work this year. The Tally Ho is aware of this change of plan.
Cllr Whybrow also expressed concern about the blocked culvert and the debris from 
vegetation going into the river near the Triangle which might put the new flood 
defences at risk. 

08/08/15 Cllr Miller asked the Clerk to organise the re-instatement of flood warning 
notices on the footpaths which go by the river and are subject to occasional flooding.
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09/09/15 Standing Orders
The Chair asked Cllrs if they were all happy with the draft Standing Orders recently 
circulated by the Clerk. They have been sent to DALC for feedback and will be 
discussed again with a view to adopting them at our next meeting.

11/09/15 Finances
The Clerk stated that there will be £2,465.00 in the Parish Council’s current account 
when all this month’s commitments are met. That excludes the sum promised to, but 
not yet claimed by, the PCC.

12/09/15 The date of the next meeting is Wednesday October 7th 2015.

Tribute to Colin Platt

Cllr Hine-Haycock paid the following tribute to Colin Platt in respect for all that
he did for the Parish Council and for the village

 
Professor Colin Platt

Colin Platt sadly died last month after a brave and totally uncomplaining fight with cancer. At his 
funeral so many people wanted to honour his memory that the church was standing room only an 
hour before the service, and culminated in a happy and very typically Littlehempston picnic among the
gravestones in the sunshine, overlooking his perfect home..  It was a tribute to a much loved man who
probably did more for our tiny community of less than two hundred people than anyone else.

Colin was a quiet, kind and thoughtful man who had the extraordinary ability to get things done and to 
motivate others. So often an invitation to drinks after Church would lead to a quiet word in your ear 
and suddenly you were applying for the Parish Council, approaching a bank for a contribution, taking 
the minutes for the PCC, buying a table at an event you hadn’t even thought of attending. On one 
occasion he and Claire had very nearly signed the whole of our family up as bell ringers for this very 
Church.

People would do anything for Colin because he would do anything for them and his beloved 
community here at Littlehempston. We sit in a church that’s warm and equipped with enviable facilities
because Colin organised a massive fundraising campaign to save what was frankly a dying building. 
He used his own contacts, motivated an impressive team of helpers, put in his own cash and always, 
always wrote beautiful thank you letters afterwards. But it wasn’t only this Church he enabled to be 
converted as  a  thriving centre for our village. After this meeting there’s a high probability we’ll drift 
across the road for a drink in a pub that probably would have also been dark tonight if Colin hadn’t 
lent his incredible support to the fundraising efforts that saved it. And he constantly offered his own 
home for all of us villagers—for Church services when this building was being restored, for mulled 
wine at the lighting of the Christmas tree, as a collecting point for bric a brac for the village fete or a 
place to keep the village tables and chairs. Never for personal gain—just because “someone had to 
do it, or it wouldn’t get done.”

We’ll miss Colin hugely. As Liz Miller said in the Church Mag this month , he was a lovely man. But 
perhaps more than any of us he’ll be remembered because virtually everything that has drawn the 
village together, was in some way down with him, his energy and ideas  and will ensure that he’ll  
long, long be remembered.
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