
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on May 13th 2015

Present: Cllrs Eyers, Hine-Haycock, Miller, Whybrow, McCann and District Cllr 
Rowe

Two members of the public attended.

01/05/15 Cllr Miller was elected as Chair and Cllr Hine-Haycock as Vice-Chair

02/05/15 There were no apologies for absence

03/05/15 There were no declarations of interest

04/05/15 The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed

Matters arising:
i) A letter has been sent to SHDC Planning Department in support of the 

complaint regarding the adverse impact of bright lights from the field 
structure beside Grattons Lane. No response has yet been received.
The complainant was copied into the letter and been encouraged to 
raise the issue directly with the Department. 

ii) Regarding the proliferation of vans on the travellers site on Bourtons 
Lane, the complainant was assured that a nominated Cllr would take 
responsibility for monitoring the situation on a regular basis with DCC.
Cllr McCann reports that the vans are continuing to increase.
Cllr Eyers has volunteered to take on the monitoring role.

iii) The matter of fallen trees blocking Footpath 3 is still in hand with 
SHDC. Mike Wright will follow this up.

  05/05/15 Public Forum
Mike Wright reported that money has been found by DCC for the

                        resurfacing the top of Byway 6 (Penny’s Wood) which is promised to
                        be done by the end of the year. DCC have a specialised team who
                        made a good job of up-grading the rest of that lane, so it should 
                        resolve all issues regarding safety for users. The cost is estimated as
                        being  in the region of £6000-£8000.

The state of other footpaths was discussed as crops are growing and
access is likely to prove difficult as summer progresses. Cllr Hine-

                        Haycock will keep an eye on Footpath 4. We have a P3 grant which
will enable some strimming to take place straight away. An additional   
sum is expected. The Clerk will confirm when that is received.
There is still concern regarding the blocked drain at the cross-roads 
above Parkhill as this is a specialist job, but all other parish drains have
been cleared. They will need more work later and we hope that the 
additional grant money will fund further Lengthsman services this year.
Mike Wright  was thanked for his input and all the work he does in 
monitoring and managing the state of footpaths in the Parish.



06/05/15 Correspondence
The Clerk has circulated details to Cllrs of proposed boundary changes
for electoral divisions in Devon.
She will book places on forthcoming DALC training courses for herself 
and Cllr McCann.

07/05/15 Clerk & Councillors Reports
The Clerk has completed the Parish Council’s Annual Financial Return

Cllr Rowe has been elected into her new ward in the District Council 
and was congratulated on her success.. She mentioned the proposed 
boundary changes which are designed to reduce the number of District
Councillors – but only by 2. Cllr Pennington from Marldon is now our 
District Cllr

Cllr McCann reported that happily the stretch of the A381 near the Pig 
& Whistle seemed to have been accident-free recently. She also re-
iterated her concern about the growth of the Travellers site at Bourton 
Lane. The road-sign for the Mare & Foal sanctuary has still not been 
re-erected. Cllr Hine-Haycock will follow this up.

Cllr Hine-Haycock reported that on investigation as to why the cats 
eyes had been removed on stretches of the A381, he had been told 
that the plan is to relay the whole road – this despite much ‘patching’ 
activity over the last few months.
The sunken part of the lane by the entrance to Parkhill (outside School 
House) has been investigated by the SHDC Highways Department  
and major work will be required to repair a collapsed pipe under the 
road. SHDC have promised to do this work before the end of the year, 
but it will entail road closures which will inevitably disrupt villagers and 
adversely affect trade for the Tally Ho! In view of this Cllr Whybrow 
asked that Cllr Hine-Haycock speaks to the Highways Department and 
the Clerk writes an official letter requesting that this work is not started 
until the late autumn – say October.

Cllr Miller reported that a worryingly large pothole near Buckyette had 
been repaired very quickly.  Also that he will revisit the matter of 
obtaining road signage to divert large vehicles away from the village 
centre.

Cllr Whybrow reported that obtaining the anticipated flood-markers 
were still in hand. Cllr Rowe will chase up their progress and see that 
Cllr Whybrow is informed of when they can be delivered directly to her. 
She will then arrange their setting-up in the appropriate places.

08/05/15 Planning
Cllr Hine-Haycock reports that the changes described in the planning 
application for Longlea are apparently not substantial. The 
retrospective application is more a technicality. The Parish Council has 
no objections to the application.
The Clerk will enquire about  the situation regarding Keirons Wood.



09/05/15 Local Election
All Cllrs have been elected unopposed and have completed their 
Acceptance of Office Forms and the Register of Interest Amendments.
Full Registers of Interest will be completed if required.
A draft Code of Conduct was distributed for consideration with a view 
to its formal acceptance at the next meeting.

10/05/15 Finances
The first part of the Precept has now been received, and cheques 
issued for insurance for 2015/16 and retrospective rental of the church 
for 2014/15.
The annual audit has been prepared and internally audited.
The Audit form was signed by the Chair at the meeting and is officially 
minuted here.

11/05/15 The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 3rd June 2015

At the end of the meeting Cllr Eyers received a vote of thanks for his work as Chair 
over the past years. It has been greatly appreciated.


