
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on April 1st 2015

Present: Cllrs Eyers, Hine-Haycock, Miller, Whybrow, McCann and District Cllr 
Rowe

One member of the public attended.

Note: The Annual Parish Meeting preceded the Parish Council Meeting and the 
Annual Report was delivered by the Chair. This Report is separately recorded in full 
and will be posted on the Village website.

01/04/15 There were no apologies for absence

02/04/15 There were no declarations of interest

03/04/15 The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed. 

Matters arising:
i) The need to monitor travellers at the Bourton Lane site if numbers are to 

be kept in check. One Cllr has offered to be responsible for this. 
ii) Guidelines drawn up earlier on the management of the Public Forum part 

of the Council Agenda were agreed and their use will be adopted.
iii) The matter of fallen trees on footpath 3 has been referred to SHDC and is 

in hand.

04/04/15 There were no issues raised at the Public Forum. 

05/04/15 Correspondence
The number of travellers at Bourton Lane has been the subject of further 
correspondence since the last meeting between the Clerk and the Asst. Gypsy 
Traveller Liaison Officer at DCC and a concerned parishioner. As a result (see 
above) it has been agreed that a Cllr will accompany the DCC Officer on some of her
visits to the site in order to monitor the situation on a regular basis.

A strong and detailed complaint has been made regarding the erection of two 
looseboxes (lit by 2 high density lights which flood the area with light at dusk) at the 
top of the field beside the lane leading to the Grattons and about a large shed being 
sited in the middle of the field. The complaint also includes the removal of trees and 
hedges in the immediate area. The Clerk will write to SHDC in support of the 
complainant asking for the situation to be investigated, and will also encourage the 
parishioner to contact the Planning Department directly to register these concerns, 
as the Parish Council’s ability to influence local planning matters is limited.

06/04/15 Clerk & Councillors Reports
The Clerk had nothing additional to report.

Cllr Miller reported a huge pothole in the lane to Buckyette. Cllr Eyers will inform 
SHDC via the online ‘pothole service’.
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Cllr Whybrow reported having met with interested parishioners regarding the 
proposed flood markers. Locations have been agreed and it is intended to set the 
markers in concrete. The design required is a flexi-pole about one metre high which 
it seems that SHDC stocks, but does not sell. Cllr Rowe will investigate whether 4 
such poles can be supplied to the Parish free of charge.

Cllr Whybrow is very concerned about the condition of the road outside School 
House and close to the gates of Parkhill.  Although this has been reported to SHDC 
by the owner of School House, nothing has yet been done and the depression is 
getting larger and deeper and becoming quite dangerous. Cllr Hine-Haycock will 
contact the Highways Department and South West Water to request action.

Cllr Hine-Haycock reported a series of potholes on the A381 which he will also report
to  the Highways Department.

Cllr McCann reports that the drainage issue and collection of water on the bridge by 
the Pig & Whistle is still not fully resolved although lower recent rainfall has masked 
the problem.

Cllr Rowe reports that the business of SHDC Councillors is coming to an end prior to
the election. Good news is that from 5th April 10 minutes grace will be given on all 
cars parked with valid tickets in South Hams car parks before any fine is applied.

The Devon County Council report to the end of March includes news of a TB scare 
at Teign School in Newton Abbot; the streamlining of operational services within the 
police force across the 3 counties of Devon, Cornwall and Dorset; and the fact that 
the argument about which way traffic should be travelling in Fore Street Totnes is still
ongoing. Also Cllr Rowe has been working on a Communities Task Group looking at 
what makes a strong community.  Cllr Rowe was thanked for all the help and support
that she has given to the Parish Council over the years in her role as District 
Councillor.

07/04/15 Planning
There were no comments regarding the courtesy notification of Appeal reference: 
15/3004741 relating to a proposed wind turbine at Lower Longcombe, Totnes

08/04/15 Election preparations
Cllrs have completed their preparations for the forthcoming local election.
The Church will be used as the Polling Station for all elections on May 7th 

09/04/15 Finances
There is £10.83 in the Parish Council deposit account and £2167.75 (of which  
£590.00 is committed) in the current account. This should leave around £1575.00 in 
the current account at the financial year end.

10/04/15 Date of the next meeting.
As the Election will take place on May 7th and may impact on the composition of the 
Parish Council, the next meeting will take place on Wednesday May 13th 2015.
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