
Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting on March 4th 2015

Present: Cllrs Eyers, Miller, Whybrow

One member of the public attended

01/13/15   Apologies:  Cllr Hine-Haycock and McCann. Mo & Mike Wright
                                    Cllr Rowe attended for the latter part of the meeting

02/03/15   There were no declarations of interest

03/03/15    Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed.
                  There were no matters arising.

04/03/15   Public Forum including “Bob the Bus” presentation.
05/03/15   Sue Speak and Lyn Price from the Bob the Bus organisation made an informal 
presentation to the Council, outlining the history and present status of the service. 

The new service will start on 27th April and run on Mondays and Wednesdays, making an inward 
and an outward journey from Totnes to Littlehempston, arriving firstly at 9.45 at the Tally Ho and 
returning back there at 13.15. It will then make a return trip to Totnes but on a ‘one-way only’ basis
for passengers. The bus seats 15 people and is free for Bus Pass users. Fares are £1.50 for 
adults, 75p for children. A New Routes Roadshow will be held in the village on March 26 th (Church 
Coffee Morning) to talk to villagers and answer questions. The bus service gets no external 
funding and is dependent on volunteer drivers and other supporters. It may be asking the Parish 
Council for financial help to erect a ‘flag’ to mark the village stopping point in due course.

Cllrs expressed some concerns that the route did not cover outlying parts of the village, and that 
the Tally Ho pick-up point might be inaccessible to older and more isolated villagers who would 
want to use the service. They were assured that although the route and timings are currently set 
by the licence arrangements in place, customer feedback would be sought and changes could be 
made if needed in due course by exercising an option to vary the route. This has to be done 
officially, and the bus cannot be used as a type of ‘Ring and Ride’ service.

Cllrs thanked Sue and Lyn for their input to the meeting.

06/03/15   Correspondence
3 pieces of correspondence have been received recently:

i) An update on the progress of  Flood Markers from the villager who is arranging their
production  and who would like Cllrs to cast an eye on the design before it is agreed. Cllr
Whybrow will do this with Cllr Hine-Haycock. The Clerk will establish what costs will be 
incurred.

ii) A parishioner has raised 2 concerns – one relating to the number of travellers now 
occupying the area known as the Bourtons, which she believes is exceeding the 
previously agreed level. The Clerk will first check with Cllr Hine-Haycock and then
contact the Gypsy Liaison Officer at DCC to raise this concern and ask for it to be 
investigated. The second concern related to the alleged unsightliness of a ‘chicken 
shed’ in a field beside the lane to the Grattons. 

iii) SHDC are undertaking an audit of Parish Community Emergency Plans. Cllrs have 
asked the Clerk to meet with the Officer responsible to explore how we should evolve 
such a Plan for the Parish.



07/03/15    Clerk and Councillors Reports

The Clerk reported that the shared Parish Lengthsman has resigned due to ill health and that John
Todd and his son have taken over the work and are currently tackling all the urgent problems, 
hoping to finish the less urgent ones too by the end of March. They are self-employed  therefore 
have their own insurance, and charge the same hourly rate as we were paying before. Marldon 
and Berry Pomeroy PCs have agreed to release our share of the money to pay them (£450.00 is 
left for this financial year), and also transfer our part of Cllr Rowe’s recent SCLF funds from April 
onwards. As John does not have the capacity currently to extend the same service across the 3 
parishes, this seems a sensible arrangement.
The P3 Paths financial return has been made with the help and support of Ros Davies from DCC, 
and we have requested £500.00 for general maintenance for the coming year with a promise from 
Ros of as much as she can find for us after April to repair the top end of Penny’s Wood.
The Clerk said that she had now obtained guidance from the Localism Act 2011 on how Parish 
Councils should manage the interface with parishioners at their meetings, and it was agreed that 
these principles should be discussed at a time when all Cllrs are present.

Cllr Rowe sent a written Report which was summarised by the Chair. 
It referred to the cuts being made to DCC by Central Government and the cap on Council Tax of 
1.99%. Also to cuts in the Transport Budget which will result in making cuts to bus service 
subsidies for the first time in 4 years. Representations are being made to increase the allowance 
given for pupils at Devon schools – which is low compared to other parts of the country. There is a
Boundary Review under way with the aim of reorganising the Boundaries in the county and reduce
the number of County Councillors by the time of the County Council elections in 2017.

Cllr Whybrow reported that after recent blustery weather there are several large trees down which 
are blocking the footpath in woods running adjacent to the A381.The Clerk was asked to write to 
the landowner and request that these be removed.

There were no other Cllr Reports.

08/03/15     Planning
No feedback at all has been received by the Clerk on either of the Planning Applications below.

There were no objections to Application number 31/0306/15/F for a replacement dwelling and 
outbuildings at Tudor Lands TQ9 6LZ. It was generally thought to be an improvement and one 
member of the public voiced support.

There were no objections to the courtesy notification of application number 14/0300/15/F for a 
solar array on the Dartington Hall Estate. It is accepted that this will not be visible from the Parish, 
and that we have been sent details on a ‘for information only’ basis.

09/03/15  . Election Preparation for May 7th

All Cllrs have had a copy of the outline of the process for re-election and nominations for current 
Cllrs, and no concerns were expressed. It appears that Cllr McCann may not be seeking re-
election, but the Chair will establish this before the next meeting.
The Clerk will receive nomination papers for the 5 existing Cllrs and will bring these to the April 1st 
meeting. They will need to be completed and returned to SHDC by April 9 th at the latest.

10/03/15      Finances
There is currently £2,021.03 in the current account. A new Precept sum is expected in April.

11/03/15      Date of the next meeting is April 1st 2015. Cllrs were agreed that this meeting will start
with the AGM at 7.00 p.m. and continue with the usual PC meeting at 7.30 p.m.

S. Wellum     Clerk


