
 Minutes of the Littlehempston Parish Council Meeting
4th February 2015

Present: Cllrs Eyers, Hine-Haycock, Miller and Whybrow
                Cllr Rowe (SHDC)

4 members of the public attended.

01/02/15 Apologies: Cllr McCann             Mo & Mike Wright

02/02/15 Public Forum
The Public forum was deferred until later in the Agenda, to be included under ‘Matters Arising’ from
the Minutes of 7th January’s “Extra” meeting.

03/02/15        Declarations of interest.
There were no declarations of interest

04/02/15 Minutes of previous meetings (23rd Dec 2014 & 7th Jan 2015)
These were agreed and signed as a correct record.

05/02/15 Matters arising
One of the members of the public was attending specifically to register support for the Planning 
Application regarding the removal of condition 3 (a temporary permission) for the yurts at Ford 
Cross. Another member of the public was the owner of the yurt business who had come to give 
some context to the Application as he had not been aware of the January ‘Extra’ Parish Council 
meeting. It was requested that their support for the application to continue that seasonal business 
on a permanent basis be recorded by the Parish Council, which has been duly done. Strong 
dissatisfaction was expressed that only parishioners objecting to this Application had been present
at the ‘Extra’ meeting on January 7th.
Cllrs explained that very little notice of the Planning Application was received by the Parish Council
due to the Christmas & New Year holidays, and that an Extra meeting had had to be convened - 
when one was not normally held in January - because the date for Parish Council response to this 
Application to South Hams Planning Department was short. There had been no intention to deny 
anyone the opportunity of putting forward their views to the Parish Council, and any member of the
public can always make their views known directly to the SHDC Planning Department within the 
consultation period. Cllr Rowe said that notice of all local Planning Applications is normally given in
the Totnes Times.
Cllrs repeated that both supportive and objecting representations from parishioners had been 
made verbally and in writing both to the Parish Council and to South Hams District Council, and 
that the Parish Council’s considered response had been submitted in a lengthy letter to the 
Planning Department, supportive to the business in principle, but asking whether some relocation 
of the yurts could be considered which might be acceptable to all the parties concerned. If this 
were not possible then an objection was to be put forward on the same basis as the Parish 
Council’s original objection in 2012.
The Planning Application is still under consideration by South Hams District Council and as yet no 
decision has been reached by the Planning Department. However, it was pointed out to the 
meeting by Cllr Rowe that the date for public consultation on this application expired on 21st 
January 2015 and that no further submissions can now be made.

A discussion then took place informed by 2 parishioners who were concerned about the level of 
flood water which sometimes forms under and around the railway bridge where the river runs 
beside the road past ‘the Triangle’ and at the bottom of Ackrell’s Hill. This is dangerous as its depth
is largely unknown to passing traffic and a previous effort to place two markers at the side of this 
part of the road to warn people unfortunately proved unsuccessful.
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It was agreed that some further research would be done to establish what kind of marker would be
most effective, and that the Parish Council would support the erection of suitable flood warning 
markers in that area  in the near future.

It was also confirmed that the newly-dug flood channels at that point seemed to be working well. 
Cllr Rowe will actively follow up with SHDC the need for annual ‘dredging’ to keep these clear.

06/02/15  Correspondence
Several items of correspondence have been received:

i) Bob the Bus
Details of a proposed new bus service for the village by ‘Bob the Bus’ have been sent to the Clerk 
with the offer of someone from that organisation to attend the Parish Council meeting on March 
4th to provide more details of the proposal and to answer questions. The Community Space 
Project team has also been alerted to this proposal (as mentioned in the February Parish News) 
so the Clerk will liaise with them about this information session.

ii) Road Traffic Regulations
We have been informed by Devon County Council of a series of road closures in Littlehempston 
over a period of time starting in early February. Details have been posted on the village web-site 
by Cllr Hine-Haycock.

iii) Parish Lengthsman
Cllr Rowe has offered some additional monies from the SCLF budget to continue to fund the 
shared services of our Parish Lengthsman beyond April . Cllrs were delighted with the news.

07/02/15 Matters arising  -  Forthcoming Election
A lot of information is beginning to come through on the subject of the forthcoming General 
Election on May 7th and the District and Local elections which take place at the same time. The 
due date for final preparations to begin will be March 25th 2015.
The impact of local elections on the Parish Council arrangements will be discussed in detail at the 
next Parish Council meeting on March 4th.
Cllr Rowe confirmed that she would “not be back” after May.

08/02/15        Clerk & Councillors’ Reports
The Clerk reported that hopefully direct contact (which had been lost) between John Hoare our 
Parish Snow & Ice Warden and DCC had now been re-established. 
Mo & Mike Wright report that the Parish Paths are in good order with the exception of the top end 
of Penny’s Lane. Discussion has taken place with Ros Davies from Devon County Council’s P3 
Plan who hopes, after April 2015, to be able to provide moneys to upgrade this path with the 
agreement of the landowner.
Electoral Roll notices have been placed on the Parish Notice Boards.

Cllr Rowe:          Report of County Council to January 2015
It has been relatively quiet in this period. Finance recommendations set by the Council’s Cabinet 
were brought to the Super Scrutiny Meeting on 29th January. There is likely to be an increase in 
the County Council part of the Council Tax of about 1.99%. The final recommendations as to 
where cuts may be made will come before the Full Council Meeting on 19 th February. 
The management of our roads is giving great cause for concern.
A new enthusiastic young tenant has been appointed to a DCC farm in High Bickington – a 
vacancy which attracted lots of interest. Another is becoming vacant shortly in Dawlish.
District Report: Regarding staff changes Alan Robinson is leaving on Friday after many years. 
Sophie Hoskins has now taken up her post.
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Cllr Hine-Haycock     Highways matters
We had been informed that a blocked buddle hole on the Pig & Whistle Bridge had been cleared 
on 9th January. However Cllr McCann’s Report indicates that this area is still flooding and Cllr 
Whybrow supports this observation. . Cllr Hine-Haycock will contact the Council again. 
He has re-contacted SHDC about traffic calming signs on the stretch of road which dips down by 
the Pig & Whistle between the pink house at the top of the hill on one side and the Gatcombe 
turning on the opposite hill (the previous discussions with Highways apparently related to the 
stretch of road further towards Totnes by the Bourtons) Now the pub is so busy, the road here with 
its various points of access and its temptation for speeding is becoming a great safety concern. 
Highways have asked who will pay for any signs. Cllr Rowe asked Cllr Hine-Haycock to mark the 
positioning of the desired signs on a map and she will take this up with the Council and see if she 
can get them financed.

Cllr McCann submitted a Report, which contained concerns (see above) about the buddle hole 
opposite the pig & Whistle and also some issues about a Planning Application – to be discussed 
separately.

Cllr Miller has retrieved the wording of signs guiding heavy traffic away from the small 
Littlehempston lanes and will produce these at the next meeting so that they can be re-erected.

Cllr Whybrow  said that the owner of School House had complained to the Council about a huge 
pot-hole opening up in the road in front of her home, and had been promised that this would be 
mended, along with the installation of a drain outside Parkhill where water is causing problems.

09/02/15 Planning 
A Planning Application (31/0089/15/F) has been received from Mr & Mrs Tuff  for a ‘Replacement 
dwelling for equestrian business’ at Penn’s Barn Littlehempston Totnes TQ9 6NG.
SHDC has itself raised some concerns regarding the proposed size of the replacement building 
and an issue about drainage arrangements (as mentioned by Cllr McCann in her report), but these
matters are for SHDC to satisfy themselves about before progressing the application further. The 
Cllrs in principle have no objection to this Application and asked that the Parish Council’s response
be balanced between the 2 options of “No comment” and “Support”. The date for the Council’s 
response is February 10th 2015.

10/02/15  Finances

The Parish Precept has been requested from SHDC  at the same figure as for this year. 
Cheques issued: Outgoing Clerk January £119.38. Incoming Clerk January £120.00

11/02/15 The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday 4th March 2015.
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