
Minutes of Littlehempston Parish Council EXTRA Meeting
7th January 2015

Present: Cllrs Miller, Hine-Haycock, McCann and Eyers

3 members of the public attended.

The published Agenda was abridged and the meeting declared an Extra one called 
in January specifically to focus on the Planning Application which has come before 
the Council.

Cllr Eyers declared an interest at the start of the meeting and handed the 
Chairmanship to Cllr Hine-Haycock. Cllr Eyers then sat with other parishioners 
during the major part of the Agenda which related to Planning.

01/01/15: Apologies from Cllrs Whybrow and Rowe

02/01/15: Planning Application for the removal of Condition 3 of the Planning 
Permission granted in January 2012 to Mrs Jeffrey for the seasonal holiday use of 2 
yurts at Grid Reference SX 14638 Ford Cross. Cllr Hine-Haycock outlined the history
behind this Planning Application and reminded Cllrs that the Council had objected to 
the Application at that time on three grounds:-

1. Unacceptable impact on neighbouring properties with potential noise levels 
affecting quality of life – noise pollution.

2. Concerns re traffic access – especially if encouraging visitors to bring own 
horses. Trailers and lorries hazardous due to narrow unsuitable lanes.

3. Concerns that the site would be a prime target for ‘glamping’ rather than 
family camping – stag and hen weekends, not family camping – potentially 
generating an excess of noise, late night disturbance and traffic.

However SHDC had over-ridden the objection and granted planning permission for 
the yurts, but limited by ‘Condition 3’ to a 3 year temporary status.
 
Mrs Jeffrey has now applied for the removal of Condition 3 from January 2015, 
thereby removing the temporary status of that permission and making it permanent.

Letters both in support and of objection to the application have been sent to SHDC 
with copies received by the Parish Council.

The Parishioners present were asked for their views. All had serious concerns about 
the impact of the business on their quality of life and asked the Parish Council to 
object to the Application on the grounds of:
  Noise (at times going on until 1.30 a.m.)

Smell from fires and cooking
  Unsightliness

General disturbance
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They have all submitted letters to the Planning Officer dealing with the Application 
and were encouraged by Cllrs to arrange to visit her to discuss their concerns.
They also proposed meeting with Mrs Jeffrey to see whether there was any ground 
for mutual agreement on a way forward to suit all their needs.

Cllr Hine-Haycock assured them of the Parish Council’s concern with their issues on 
this matter and said that he hoped there would be some development to feed back 
by the next Council meeting on February 3rd 2015.

The parishioners then left the meeting and a lengthy discussion took place amongst 
the Councillors – Cllr Eyers still abstaining from any involvement in this.

Cllrs were keen to consider all sides of the issue regarding this planning application, 
and very aware of the opposing views of people within the parish. They were 
however very concerned that several parishioners clearly felt their quality of life was 
being seriously adversely affected by the yurts and would like to seek some positive 
outcome for the opposing parties. In an effort to see whether this might be possible 
Cllrs Hine-Haycock and McCann will arrange a meeting with the relevant Planning 
Officer within the next few days and report back to other Cllrs on their findings before
the due date (21st January) for the Parish Council’s response to the Planning 
Application.

03/01/15 Finance
The Littlehempston Parish Council Precept will be kept at the same level for 2015 
but will be reviewed for 2016.

04/01/15 Hedge trimming
Cllrs were delighted that the hedge alongside the A381 near to the Pig & Whistle has
now been cut thereby improving visibility and the safety on that dangerous stretch of 
road, and asked the Clerk to verbally thank the landowner for getting this done.

05/01/15 Road flooding work
Cllr Hine-Haycock has requested work to be done to open up the blocked drain 
which is causing flooding on the bridge across the road from the Pig & Whistle and 
received confirmation that this is estimated to take place by 26th January 2015.

06/10/15 Road calming measures
Cllr Hine-Haycock has also been in contact with SHDC to request additional road 
calming measures along the A381 through the Parish, as excessive speeds along 
unrestricted parts of that road are causing serious concerns with regard to safety.
He has received an acknowledgement with a log reference number and hopes to 
hear more in due course.

07/01/15 Date of next meeting
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday February 3rd in Littlehempston 
Church at 7.30 p.m. 
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