
 
Minutes of Littlehemspton Parish Council Meeting  

Wednesday 6th February 2013 
 

Present: Cllrs Miller, Collard- Baker, Hine-Haycock, Whybrow, Eyers and Pennington 
 
01/02/2013 Apologies: Cllr Rowe 
 
02/02/2013 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 
 
03/02/2013 There were no declarations of interest 
 
04/02/2013 No members of the public attended 
 
05/02/2013 No correspondence 
 
06/02/2013 Matters brought forward 
 
Following a request from Harberton’s Clerk it was agreed to join with Harberton’s Parish 
request for TAP funding to enable a safe pathway on Totnes bypass 
 
Cllr Whybrow has met with Sarah Wollaston regarding the flooding and the massive 
excesses being applied by insurance companies to those wishing to renew their insurance. 
The Clerk has made contact with both SHDC and the Environment Agency re the floods and 
asked if a review of the flood scheme and assessment could be undertaken 
 
Cllr Eyers said that a draft proposal for a Parish Plan was still ‘work in progress - however it 
was questioned if this is still necessary in that format as the Parish Council seem to be 
dealing with many of the current issues. 
 
Cllr Eyers met with Peter Grainger from Sustrans to obtain a better understanding of the 
situation relating to possible future funding of the Proposed Cycle Path.   Peter explained that 
Devon County Council: 
 

1. Receive an annual budget from central government for their highways department. It is 
at DCC's discretion over what they spend it on. A % is allocated to facilitate and pay 
for the building of cycle paths in Devon.  

 
2. Can apply for a three year Local Sustainable Transport Fund (LSTF) from central 

government – the most recent application was for approx 5 million was then allocated 
to Totnes, Newton Abbot, Exmouth and Exeter. This was awarded in 2011 for the 2012 
-2015 years' projects. This money is available to be spent or allocated by DCC and is 
to enable sustainable forms of travel. DCC take advice from 'Totnes on the move' who 
are able to submit applications to DCC for the Totnes and local areas share of the 5 
million. This money is primarily for revenue (not capital expenditure i.e. not on new 
infrastructure). It could be used to further assess and research casting’s, surveys and 
possibilities for the Totnes cycle-walk path which DCC has already begun (see 
www.littlehempstoncyclepath.co.uk) 

 
3. Have applied and been allocated funding of approx 0.5 million within the 'Access to 

Stations' government funding. DCC will receive applications from the above mentioned 
areas (Totnes, Newton Abbot, Exmouth and Exeter) and provide resources to make 
access to train stations more possible. This includes capital spending on cycle and 



walk paths. The DCC have to submit their applications for payment through Sustrans.  
 

4. Can apply for 'Access to Education' funding. This is a smaller revenue budget held 
directly by Sustrans to encourage schools to promote cycling to school. It is 
administered directly through Sustrans. 

 
5. Can apply to central government for additional capital spending for important projects 

 
It is clear that there is DCC funding available for cycle paths. 
It is clear that at the moment there is not money allocated specifically for funding capital 
expenditure on the LH- Totnes route. There is however plenty of revenue funding for research 
and feasibility and survey work in preparation for the 2015 DCC capital spending plans which 
include the Littlehempston- Totnes cycle path in those listed as possible projects to be 
funded. 
Clerk to write to all neighbouring Parish Clerks asking them to support the cycle path and 
respond to John Hart at DCC 
The Clerk was asked to write to the Boundary Commission objecting to the proposed cut in 
SHDC Councillors from 40 to 30. Logistically some areas would be massive and Councillors 
would only be older retired people without jobs, as the distances and amount of Parishes to 
cover and visit would be too great for those with any other commitments. Also this does not 
encourage younger people to become involved in their communities and become Councillors. 
 
07/02/2013 Cllr Miller asked if there had been any success re signage to stop the bridge 
being damaged.  
 
Cllr Eyers is going to inspect the Travellers site again after reports it is still very untidy 
 
The Land Society (sustainable local housing) has been in contact and report they have just 
built their Demonstration House at SD College campus. People can go and see this self build 
to get an idea of what can be achieved. The Parish Council intend to discuss this at length in 
the future to see if Littlehemspton could or should become involved. 
 
The Clerk was also asked to follow up damage to a foot bridge by flooding and find out if it 
will be repaired soon 
 
08/02/2013 No planning matters received this month 
 
09/02/2013  
A grant from Cllr Rowe for the valuation fee of the Tally Ho for ‘Rally Round the Tally’ has 
been received 
The Parish Council have not increased the precept again this year, but have received an 
additional grant of £150                                                                            ` 
 
Account Balances: 
 
Current a/c  Deposit a/c 
1697.81 10.88 
 
Cheques issued: Clerks Salary £119.68 
   HMRC £ 89.20 
 
 
10/02/2013 Date of next meeting Wednesday 6th March at 7,30pm 
. 



 
 
 


