
 
Minutes of Littlehemspton Parish Council Meeting October 

5th October 2011 
 
 
 
Present: Cllrs Collard-Baker, Whybrow, Hine-Haycock, Pennington, Eyers and Rowe 
 
11/10/01 Apologies: Cllr Miller. 
 
11/10/02 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed, 
 
11/10/03 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
11/10/04 There were no members of the Public present. 
 
11/10/05 A letter received from a walker complaining about the uneven access on a 
foot path was discussed and the Clerk asked to respond that strimming,  
 will be done to improve access, however the landowner obviously has to plough his field at 
the correct season and it will be uneven for a short while until worked down and planted. 

 
The Sewage works close to The Bourtons has very been smelly for months. 

Cllr Collard-Baker has discussed this at length with SHDC. 
From the reply received it appears that there is a faulty gas tank at the site and a new one 
is to be installed in December. At present the gas is in the process of being transferred. 
There seems to be an element of doubt whether this will fix the problem however. 
It is likely that the more people complain, the greater the likelihood of some action being 
taken. 
 If you wish to complain about the smell please contact James Kershaw. SHDC 
Environmental Health, alternatively the Clerk has forms for recording objections and will 
forward to anyone requesting one. 
 
11/10/06  Cllr Eyers reported at the October Parish Council meeting that he had been 
approached by a number of Parishioners asking what was happening with the cycle/foot 
path. As a consequence he had researched the past and current situation and compiled a 
statement for the Parish Council. He will bring updates to each subsequent meeting. It was 
agreed that this information was an objective statement that any Councillor could hand out 
as information. 
 It was also agreed that the following statement goes into the minutes for the Parish 
Magazine and to the Littlehempston Cycle/foot path website. .  
 
The Parish Council is aware of the concerns both for and against the various possible 
routes that have been suggested for a cycle/footpath from Littlehempston to Totnes. 
If you wish to write to register your opinions in relation to a particular route please do so 
directly to Lester Willmington of Devon County Council and copy your letter to the Parish 
Council. This will enable the Parish council to maintain their own record of the views of 
parishioners and consequently best represent the Parish. 
Lester Willmington 
Head of Highway Management 
Devon County Council 
County Hall 
Topsham Road 
Exeter 
Devon 
EX2 4QD 
   



 
 
 
 
Cllr Eyers and Pennington have both been proactive on the Travellers at Bourton 

Lane issue. One injunction for eviction has now been issued against a Traveller who had 
blatantly disregarded the wishes and instructions of SHDC. This one Traveller is likely to 
appeal against the injunction. As other Travellers at the site have abided by guidelines and 
their presence at the site is not at this moment in time an issue. 
 
11/10/07 Cllr Pennington spoke regarding SHDC Snow Warden Policy. This entails a 
delegated villager being responsible for the storage of extra salt and its spreading in time of 
extreme weather. 
If such a person could be found, SDHC will donate 5 tons of Salt free the first season. 
After discussion it was decided to instruct the Clerk to write to John Hoare and ask if he felt 
able and willing to co-ordinate the job 
 
Cllr Hine-Haycock and Collard-Baker are attending the Parish Council Cluster Meeting on 
23rd November. 
 
Cllr Collard and the Clerk met with both Highways and Network Rail recently, 
Network Rail agreed that the leaking Gutter is causing problems with the road surface. 
They are to replace the guttering and even agreed if this fails to solve the continuing 
problem of large pothole, they will contribute to having the road surface repaired.  
After lengthy discussion and looking at the sites it was agreed to site three flood markers 
and signs in the village and a further two signs and markers at Three Bridges. 
(Since the Parish Council Meeting this project has been abandoned, the flood markers and 
signage appearing far to obtrusive in the village) 
 
Cllr Collard –Baker also raised the issue of the large pile of stones by the Railway Bridge 
and the Gravel making the road dangerous at Gatcombe. Assurances were given that 
these would be dealt with. 
 
Mike Taylor has managed to get Littlehemspton Web site up and running. Hurrah!!!! 
Information to follow re web address etc. Hopefully this will be a veritable mine of 
information for us all.  
 
The Clerk was asked to write The Secretary of State and express the views that the Parish 
Council are aware of the draft National Planning Framework. The Parish Council believe 
that especially in rural communities they should have full consultation and a significant 
input on any proposed developments in the Parish. 
The Clerk as also asked to consult with John Hoare as to the possibility of cutting the 
hedges between Triangle Bridge and the A381 twice rather than once a year to aid 
visibility. 
 
 
Following a request it was agreed to invite with the Land Society to meet with the Parish 
Council at 7pm prior to the next meeting. 
This charitable organisation looks to help provide self build, eco homes for local people. 
Linked to South Devon College they are keen to initially give a presentation on their ethos, 
sustainability and plans for the future. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
11/10/08 There were no planning matters to consider 
 
11/10/09 Current account  Deposit account 
  £2602.80  £10.88 
 
 
Cheques issued HMRC Employers Payment 

Clerk’s salary 
 
Remittance Received Precept SHDC £1146.50 
 
 
The next meeting is Wednesday 2nd November 7.30 at the Tally Ho Inn 
 


