
Chair’s Annual Report for 2017 for Littlehempston Parish
Council

2016-17 has been something of a mixed bag for the Parish Council – huge
strengths  in  some  quarters,  disappointment  and  frustration  in  others.
Partly this last can be put down to unrealistic public expectations about
what a small Parish Council can do, but also there is less on a day to day
basis that those who fund us are prepared to do, as they struggle with
cash cut- backs and serious reductions in the grants they can make. And
we still  feel  somewhat side-lined when it  comes to  planning decisions
affecting our community

On the positive side, the council has been much refreshed with two new
councillors, each with their own strengths.  We are grateful for Cllr Ash’s
willingness  to  handle  the  question  of  resilience  in  the  parish  and  the
contacts  in  case  of  problems are  something  we should  probably  have
done long ago. Cllr Morris’s joining in us has meant that we now far better
reflect  the  changing  profile  of  the  parish,  particularly  with  significant
numbers of young families moving here. His advice and assistance on the
IT and Broadband front is particularly valuable, and he’s a useful conduit
for emerging needs in the parish, particularly in reference to the Cycle
Path and facilities for the young. The Parish Council has already promised
its support for the creation of a Youth Club in the village. The question of
the long drawn-out Cycle Path has occupied councillors for several of the
recent meetings, and dates back for years. Initial optimism that this vital
missing link was about to happen was fed by hopes that the new Atmos
project in Totnes would galvanize support for it. And also that changes in
the structures of some of the bodies that have traditionally been hostile
would alter strong opposition. However, recent correspondence and robust
communications  have  shown  that  we  seem as  far  from resolving  the
problem of the route as ever. However, recent support at County level and
that of our MP show the debate is hopefully still very much ongoing. We
are immensely  grateful  for  the detailed and well  researched campaign
that Nick Oldridge is leading. 

On the subject of Broadband, there have been glimmers of hope and we
are encouraged to learn we are in line for superfast broadband provision
sometime  in  the  future,  rather  than  being  told  we  were  too  small  a
community to make it worthwhile. Nobody seems sure how we will access
the enhanced broadband but we do seem set to benefit from the national
Government pressure to roll it out.



Many of the successes this year have been apparently small but I believe
they have helped  enhance the community  in  which we live.  The road
outside  the  Tally  Ho  has  been  repaired,  new flood  warnings  installed,
damaged bridges  rebuilt,  bus  shelters  resurrected  and repainted,  light
pollution tackled, a layby resurfaced, paths repaired, verges cleared and
potholes  in  Penny’s  Wood  largely  eradicated.  We  particularly  want  to
express our thanks to Mike and Mo Wright who year round trudge our
parish footpaths on a voluntary basis, reporting on their condition and
often doing the work themselves. And many thanks to John Hoare and our
lengthsman, John Todd, for their sterling efforts in keeping our lanes safe
in winter and our drains running freely and preventing road flooding.

Financially we end the year in the black thanks to generous grants from
our  loyal  councillors  and  the  willing  co-operation  of  our  neighbouring
parishes  in  sharing  council  income.  It  has  meant  that  the  rise  in  the
precept  needed for  parish  operations  has  been miniscule—a matter  of
around  a  pound  per  voter.  Through  the  overall  sums  might  seem
underwhelming, the amount that is done with that income is tremendous.
As in so many aspects of the way the council is run, we are indebted to
our Clerk Sue Wellum who puts in far more effort, time and worry than
she is  ever  paid  to  do.  We are much in  her  debt  for  the  painstaking
approach  top  bureaucracy  and  her  sheer  common  sense  in  advising
councillors which way to jump. We are  hugely lucky to have Sue as our
Clerk.

So as we look into the next financial year, the Parish Council finds itself in
good shape. We have avoided any major effects of the South West Devon
Joint  Local  Plan  which  will  seriously  affect  the  lives  of  several  of  our
neighbouring parishes. We still have to remain vigilant about those who
chose to live illegally among us. We need to keep up the pressure for our
involvement in the Cycle Path. And we need to remain alert to possible
sources of funding as our funders tighten their belts.

Finally, I just wanted to say thank you for the support and hard work of
all you as councillors, parish, district or county.  Small example, but it was
really encouraging recently when virtually the whole council took to our
lanes on a fact finding tour with a representatives of south hams.

 And particularly I wanted to say how grateful we are for the support,
advice and practical contributions of our County Cllr Rose Rowe over the
years.  Without her influence in the background and her willingness to
lobby on our behalf, much of what we have achieved simply wouldn’t have



happened. We wish her all the very best and hope she will keep an eye on
our small community, if only from a distance.


