
Annual report of the LPC for the period May 2013-May 2014 
 
The Littlehempston Parish Council (LPC) meets monthly.  
The five councillors are Mark Eyers, Viv Whybrow, Roger Miller, Gerald Hine-Haycock and 
Donna McCann (joined Sept). The clerk for the past 14 years has been Lee Jensen. 
Parish meetings take place in the Church. 
Monthly reports from SHDC and DCC are made to LPC by Councillor Rosemary Rowe. 
 
Flood Scheme and river clearance  
Regular and persistent monthly efforts from Cllr. Whybrow and Lee Jensen resulted in the 
SHDC indicating that there should have been regular follow-up maintenance to the original 
flood scheme schedule of works. But despite repeated requests, a copy of the original 
maintenance schedule has not yet been received. 
Cllr Whybrow has received a letter of response from the Chief Executive of SHDC stating 
that a survey of the relief channels is to be undertaken, and that they do have responsibility 
to maintain and upkeep the flood relief scheme and overflow channels. 
Some river work was undertaken in February and a copy of it requested. Despite requests 
every month since March we have yet to see the maintenance schedule or be given a date 
for the survey. 
Hugh Galton Fenzi was thanked for managing to get silt dredged in the area next to the 
triangle bridge. 
 
Parish Paths – Mike and Mo Wright regularly walk the footpaths and bridle-paths of the 
parish. Mike has also completed the annual survey of paths and completed the report for 
DCC Parish Paths. 
Mike has worked consistently with the local Public Rights of Way warden to find ways to 
improve Penny’s Lane and mitigate danger.  Warning signs were refused by the DCC but 
£500 of additional funds has been received from DCC to help pay for some remedial work. 
In April The Clerk successfully requested an additional £300 from DCC Parish Paths which 
will be used to repair some of the damage from this winter’s storms. £100 has been used to 
rebuild a small bridge on the path near the Church. So many thanks to Mike and Mo – your 
work is very much appreciated. 
 
Thanks mainly to the efforts of David Eeles (the Berry Pomeroy Clerk) a successful joint bid 
was made from Littlehempston, Berry Pomeroy and Marldon parish councils. Several 
thousand pounds has been awarded, enabling the three parishes to engage extra hours 
from a lengthsman. It is hoped that this can be used to keep drains and buddle-holes clear 
and help alleviate the flooding issues and any other ongoing similar problems.  
Mike Wright kindly offered to work with Davis Eeles and organise this on behalf of the joint 
Parish Councils. 
 
Concerns were raised by a number of parishioners in relation to the motor bike rally around 
the village in December. These concerns were taken forward by Cllr Hine-Haycock. 
 
Roads 
Cllr. McCann successfully resolved the flood problem on the bridge close to the Pig and 
Whistle and also succeeded in getting the Pig and Whistle car park designated as a bus 
stop for the school bus. This means that children on the Ipplepen side of the parish will not 
have to walk along a busy ‘A’ road bridge with no footpath. 
 
Lee has been in contact with Highways and SWW in relation to the patch of road in the 
village that is slowly sinking (above a SWW water pipe.  As yet neither are prepared to do 
anything to remedy the problem. 
There has been ongoing communication with Highways to find ways to limit damage to the 



bridge. Suggestions for better signs and/or kerbstones have yet to result in any positive 
action from the Highway Department, however the most recent damage was repaired very 
promptly. 
Cllr Miller provides a wealth of experience of the village and his wisdom in relation to roads, 
bridges, buddle holes is invaluable. 
 
Traveller sites – LPC monitor the Bourton Lane and Two Bridges sites and advises SHDC 
on any new developments. Several more travellers have arrived in Bourton Lane since the 
closure of the Travellers site at Marley Head in South Brent. Cllr Hine-Haycock has 
discussed the situation with DCC's Gypsy and Travellers Liaison Officer. There are ten vans 
on the site, comprising seven families, including four children. As this is the number that is 
in the DCC policy there is no plan for any action at present. The Parish Council will be sent 
a policy booklet. 
 
The Littlehempston to Totnes Cycle/Foot path  
The first part of the year saw a very significant number of neighbouring parishes and local 
schools write to the DCC indicating their support.  The LPC invited  SWW and SD railway  
to a meeting to better understand their concerns but this was put on hold  given that 
detailed discussions were taking place between SWW, SD Railway, DCC  and John Furze 
(on behalf of Littlehempston Cycle path team). The outcome of these meetings was not 
favourable – with DCC indicating there was no money at the moment to fund the project.  
 
Accounts  
Lee Jensen continues to keep the accounts in perfect order. 
It was agreed that the contribution to grass cutting in the Churchyard would be £225, and 
£150 for the church rental for LPC meetings. To maintain the LHP's modest cash reserves, 
it was agreed to request an increase to the precept of £450 for the 14-15 year. This will be 
the first increase in 10 years. 
 
Thanks to the Clerk and all the Councillors for their work in keeping our village a wonderful 
place to live and work in. 
 
We must also not forget that we now have two successful Pubs, a thriving Community 
Space and a new Oak tree. 
 
Rally round the Tally – the LPC held an extraordinary Parish Meeting to assess 
parishioner concerns over applications to convert the Tally Ho! Pub to residential use and 
consequently objected to the planning applications. It applied to register the pub as a 
Community Asset. This allowed a group the time to set up a scheme actively seeking 
funding and investors to buy the pub and set up a community-funded business. A share 
issue was launched and the pub is now open and thriving. Congratulations to the dedicated 
group that achieved such a remarkable achievement in such a short time period, and the 
LPC is proud to have been able to help facilitate this. 
 
The Pig and Whistle and the village shop – planning was given for a shop in the pub and 
it is hoped this will be open soon. 
 
A new oak tree presented by Luscombe Maye as part of their 140 th anniversary is being 
carefully grown on by Cllr Hine-Haycock and will replace an oak tree removed during flood 
repairs last year. When strong enough, the tree will be planted on the public footpath by the 
bridge below the Church. 
It seems fitting that this tree will start its life in Littlehempston in the same year as these new 
initiatives grow and develop. 
 



Mark Eyers 
Chairman, Littlehempston Parish Council    
June 2014 
 
 
 


