
Annual report of the LHPC for the period May 2012-April 2013  
 
The Littlehempston Parish Council (LPC) met monthly (on the first Wednesday of the month). 
The Chair was Lindy Collard-Baker together with Councillors Viv Whybrow, Roger Miller, Gerald 
Hine-Haycock and Mark Eyers. The clerk for the past 13 years has been Lee Jensen. 
Parish meetings takes place in the Church. Thanks to the Community Space team for their work in 
providing a warm space to meet and to the Littlehempston Parochial Church for the use of the 
church.  
Accounts – Lee Jensen has kept the accounts in perfect order - meeting the Audit Commission 
requirements with patience and diligence. Her attention to detail has meant that it has been possible 
to keep the precept at the same level for10 years. 
Precept The actual amount that Littlehemspton Parish Council requested in their Precept for the 
present year (April13-14) is £90 less than in previous years, due to receiving a small grant and no 
increase at all was requested or received.  
Flood Scheme and river clearance  
The LPC recognised the need to keep the river/stream cleared of debris – and requested better 
monitoring by SHDC. A review of the flood scheme has been requested to the Environment Agency 
The emergency planning officer requested information on affected houses, which has been 
provided. Thank you to the local residents that have helped to keep the river clear of fallen trees.  
Railway Bridge – the stone bridge just managed to survive three major attacks. Lee is in constant 
contact with the Highways Department in relation to its ongoing repair. In particular efforts are 
being made to see how it may be possible to limit damage - this may involve more effective signs, 
possible bollards, large stones, kerbs etc. 
Parish Paths – Mike & Mo Wright regularly walk the footpaths and bridle-paths of the parish. They 
monitor and review any works that need to be done. Mike Wright himself carries out some of this work 
voluntarily. He facilitated the new permissive footpath under the Pig & Whistle bridge – and has fixed 
handrails and cut out a number of dangerous trees where required. So many thanks to Mike and Mo – your 
work is very much appreciated 
Travellers – LPC regularly monitors the Bourton Lane, Two Bridges site and advises SHDC on any 
new developments. Where sites are on the highways it maintains an ongoing dialogue with Devon 
County Council. This ensures that numbers of travellers and site tidiness is monitored and reviewed. 
Parish Plan – the last Parish Plan was produced 12 years ago. It had been hoped to prepare another 
during the year in order to provide some context for the needs of the Parish. This will be on the 
agenda for the coming year. Until then, the LPC will continue to consult over individual issues as it 
has done with the Cycle /footpath and the Tally Ho! Possible future consultation may involve the  
exploration of small scale (2-3 house) self-build affordable housing schemes. The Land Society has 
been working with a number of local parishes over this. 
The Littlehempston to Totnes Cycle/foot path – Two surveys and costings of various routes were 
carried out by  Devon County Council. The LPC took into account responses from parishioners and 
surveys and considered that Route Three across the South Devon Railway bridge was their 
preferred option. The LPC recognised that for this route to be adopted, safety and security issues for 
both the Steam Railway and South West Water would need to be resolved by DCC. 
Rally round the Tally – the LPC held an extraordinary parish meeting to assess parishioner 
concerns over applications to convert the Tally Ho! pub to residential use and consequently  
objected to the planning applications. It applied to register the pub as a community asset – and a 
group has set up a scheme actively seeking funding and investors to buy the pub and set up a 
community funded business, 
One off events involving individual Councillors were: maintenance of the bus shelter, organising 
the Jubilee Beacon and installing flood signs (which were removed as unfortunately they were too 
big) 
 
Thanks to Lee who needs recognition for her dedication to her clerkship - and to all the Councillors  



who have collectively shared out the above various responsibilities. 
Of course the biggest thanks and recognition must go to the retiring Chair, Lindy Collard-Baker 
who has been a Parish Councillor  for 25 years and Chair and Vice chair on numerous occasions. 
She has very conscientiously carried out her responsibility and care for the Parish. Her dedication to 
the village and its wellbeing has been huge.   
Thank you Lindy 
Mark Eyers. Chairman of Parish Council 
 
 


