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Reading through last year’s report reminded me of the doom and gloom and of the feeling we 
hadn’t achieved very much despite no lack of trying. It seemed every endeavor had been 
thwarted. 
 
This year I’m pleased to report a less pessimistic outlook but at lowly Parish Council level we 
are never going to rock the world. 
 
There seem to be perennial subjects, old subjects concluded and new issues to tackle. 
 
Your parish councilors work hard and their endeavors are appreciated as are those of our long 
suffering clerk. I know sometimes it all gets too much! Thanks go to you all. 
 
Two of the perennials were solved. There are I hope, no longer any drips coming from leaky 
gutters under the main railway bridge. Constant dripping had worn away potholes in the road 
surface and we were continually asking Highways to fill them in when in fact it was Network 
Rail’s problem. So our silky smooth road surface should remain intact. And had you noticed 
the phone box, in the dark, that is? Finally the light bulb was replaced and then there was light. 
 
Seasoned perennials remain with us. I’d like to commend Mark Eyres for his persistent work in 
keeping tabs on the two issues of Bourton Lane and a projected cycle path. I think his tenacity 
with the former has paid dividends and his wise judgment relating to the cycle path is to be 
commended. The Parish Council are well aware that there are differing views on the projected 
cycle path within our community; we have invited parishioners to share their views with us and 
have forward these to Lester Wilmington at DCC. If you have not already done so please do so 
very soon. We shall then be in a position to share the consensus of opinion. 
 
Thanks must go to Gerald Hine-Haycock for taking on the issue of flooding signs for the 
village. We had a close call when the most monstrous, in height and appearance, depth 
markers, began to be erected one afternoon. Thankfully a parishioner spotted this, informed 
me, and it was stopped. Mobile flood signs are to be supplied to the parish and put out when 
necessary. 
 
We were sad to see the closure of the Tally Ho! pub and hope very much that this valuable 
community facility will one day is reopened. 
 
We are here today in the church; this being our first meeting here in many a long month. We 
hope that the conversion proves a real asset to the village. 
 
Finally, two more bouquets and a brief look at the future. 
 
What would we do without Mike and Mo who look after our parish paths so conscientiously? 
Not only do they report problems, but they solve them as well! It’s particularly exciting that a 
short new stretch will shortly be made available circumventing the need to walk along the main 
road near the Pig and Whistle. 
 
The second bouquet must go to Mike Thomas and Ali Taylor for getting the village website up 
and very active for us all. It is such a useful site and the village has needed it for a long time. 
Thank you. 
 



 
 
 
It will not have escaped anyone’s attention that this is the year of the Diamond Jubilee. To 
commemorate this the Parish Council organized a village photograph to be taken in the 
churchyard on bank holiday Monday 4th June at 12pm and later that day a beacon was lit at 
10.15.Both occasions proved to be relaxed and happy with lots of people and went without 
any hitches. When I say the Parish Council did the organizing, that is far from the truth. Those 
who masterminded the events know who they are and we owe them enormous thanks. The 
following weekend Mike is organizing a village footpath walk. Watch out for posters giving 
more information on this event. 
 
It is twelve years since a village plan was undertaken and the Parish Council will be addressing 
this over the coming months. We hope to get a flavour of parishioners’ views which will be 
most helpful in our future deliberations. Subjects are likely to be wide and varied and if there 
is anything you would like to have considered for inclusion please inform the clerk, Mark Eyres 
or myself very soon. 
 
Many of you will have heard of the Localism Bill which has now become law. Between us we 
have attended various meetings and conferences on the implications of this legislation on 
parishes. Of immediate interest maybe a grant of £1 per elector from DCC and 10p per elector 
from SHDC to be spent in conjunction with an adjoining parish. It is likely that this may be a 
one off payment, not to be repeated next year. We are of course a very small parish; this is not 
going to amount to very much money and the challenge is to come up with an idea that costs 
very little and to persuade a nearby parish that it is a really good one! Again we would 
welcome your thoughts. 
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