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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2015

Fun and Fundraising – aims of the Community Space
The Space is our “village hall”, where we enjoy lots of activities and events, which also raise the money 
to keep our church open for all. Your Space Team also raises funds through grants and donations to 
make improvements. 

The Space would probably not exist if it were not for Colin Platt, who died last July and is hugely missed.
As Liz Miller said at his funeral: “Always he was the calm centre - when people got bogged down in 
trivialities, and tempers rose, he was able to cool the atmosphere, say the sensible thing in his quiet 
voice and leaving everyone (mostly) satisfied.”  A plaque to remember this lovely man will hopefully be 
installed in the church in the coming year.

So how did we do in 2015? 
At the last AGM in January 2015, we agreed to continue working to:
Ø offer more activities for children, including involving Berry Pomeroy School more
Ø offer more activities for older people
Ø establish a collection point for a food bank 
Ø improve energy efficiency 
Ø raise funds for lighting
Ø involve more people as volunteers

Patchy progress was made on activities for youngsters – sadly, the Twinkling Stars Parent & Toddler 
group folded last Spring, as our village doesn’t seem to have enough toddlers! However, the Children’s 
Christmas Cabaret followed by tree lighting and carols with the Totnes Band was immensely popular, 
and looks set to become an annual event. More shows are planned for children in 2016.

Nothing new for older parishioners has been developed, but the weekly Gentle Exercise and Pilates 
classes are well attended by all ages, as are the regular coffee mornings run by Liz Miller. The regular 
T’ai Chi classes were put on hold, while Brian Payne is away.

There was something for everyone in the programme of monthly events, which included:
Ø Skylark Returns - sweet music and comic poetry interlude with Chris Waters.
Ø Finding Your Voice with Anneke Freeland.
Ø First Aid demo with St Johns Ambulance.
Ø Battle of the Giants - film show with Rev Nicholas.
Ø Gardeners’ Question Time with local experts.
Ø Talk by the Trussell Trust. A food bank collection point was then set up in the church.
Ø Exploring Local Wildlife  - Spring Wildflower Walk and autumn Moth Trapping on Akrells Hill.
Ø Auction of Promises - this one raised over £1,000!
Ø Victoria’s Secret  - the supper and concert combination was so successful, it will be repeated! 
Ø Behind the Mirror - welcome return of classy Norwegian dance troupe (Villages in Action event).
Ø Craft Fair - the introduction of home-baked lunches proved popular (and lucrative).
Ø Christmas Cabaret - Children's Party followed by tree lighting and carols with Totnes Band.
Ø Villagers Night Raffle - this time, there were even prizes!

A big thank you to all who helped with events both in the church and elsewhere, and, in particular, Tom 
Benson, Claire Donovan, Nicholas Pearkes, Sandra Law and Chris Waters, who all suggested and 
organised specific events; to the Fete Committee for supporting the Christmas Cabaret; to Mike Thomas 
for promoting the events through the village website and e-mails; to Neil Kelly for his brilliant posters. 
Much appreciated by visitors are the local history archive and the local wildlife board, organised by 
Jenny Galton-Fenzi.

Private hire
Valuable income was derived from lettings that included private concerts, parties and celebrations, Berry 
Pomeroy PTA barn dance, organ recital, 1st aid course, Parish Council monthly meetings and elections. 
Bookings for wedding receptions and blessings and also for use as a film location have not yet 
materialised, despite one or two “nibbles”.



Improvements
Ø Energy efficiency has been vastly improved by the installation of the beautiful red curtains along 

the rood screen. Many thanks to Anna Ash who made them and to the generous people who 
donated the money.

Ø Lighting It was decided not to pursue improving the lighting for the time being, given the cost 
(£6,000) and the lack of success in getting grants.

Ø Sound system Speakers and a microphone have been added to the existing loop system.
Ø Risk Assessment A formal risk assessment was drawn up with the PCC and several preventative 

measures were put in place.
Ø Welcome Pack All the information you need about the Space such as hiring, lights, electricity etc 

is now lodged in a file in the kitchen.

More volunteers?
There has been a small increase in people helping out – many thanks to you all. 

Leading the Way?
Many enquiries have been received through the village website about our “pews on wheels”. This 
brainchild of Nicholas Pearkes is becoming quite famous throughout the land with interest and visits from
churches as far afield as Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire. Littlehempston is obviously a leader in the 
fight to find ways of keeping rural churches open and of moving heavy Victorian pews around! 

Finances
The attached Financial Report gives details of income and expenditure for 2015.
In brief, money is raised through:
Ø fundraising events, regular activities and private hire
Ø Littlehempston Lottery – a huge thank you to Ken Wood, lottery organiser!
Ø Littlehempston Fete – many thanks to the Fete Committee and supporters!
Ø donations & grants

and is spent on:
Ø paying utility bills
Ø improvements
Ø paying off the loan on the building works
Ø a contribution to the PCC for insurance and costs of running the building. 

Managing the Space
The Space Team is made up of local residents and supporters and is run as a sub committee of the PCC
in order to benefit from the church’s insurance, charitable status and ability to collect Gift Aid. The 
monthly meetings are open to all. Elections are held at every Annual Meeting – existing Team members 
stand for election every 2 years.

Responsibilities over the past year have included:
Ø promoting and organising regular events and activities
Ø managing bookings from private hirers
Ø maintaining hire, accounting and administration systems
Ø keeping financial accounts
Ø paying oil and electricity bills, and maintaining the boiler and septic tank
Ø organising and paying for cleaning of the Space and buying cleaning supplies
Ø answering enquiries about the Space and hosting visits

Team members in 2015:  Lesley Colley, Rev Tom Benson, James Dunn, Jody Fendick (Twinkling
Stars rep – resigned in February), Jenny Galton-Fenzi, Val Hoare (PCC), Liz Miller (PCC), Colin Platt, Ali
Taylor (Chairperson/Acting Treasurer) and Jill Todd (Secretary/Bookings Co-ordinator).  

Summary
Another successful year with an amazing range of activities for such a small village, raising sufficient 
funds to keep Littlehempston Church open for yet another year. Good food has been established as a 
key to success when organising events. The Team is now a well-oiled machine (wine at every meeting), 
but it would be great to have more people helping at events or offering to run an event themselves (with 
all the support that’s needed).  And if you’d like to join our friendly team, you’d be very welcome - fresh 
blood and ideas are always welcome!



LITTLEHEMPSTON COMMUNITY SPACE FINANCIAL REPORT 

INCOME 2014
Events (less expenses) £3,188 £2,620
Private Hire £609 £298
Exercise classes £1,008 £1,070
Village Lottery £740 £608
Fete £3,048 £3,050
Grants £0 £1,000
Donations £821 £193

Total £9,414 £8,839

EXPENDITURE
Oil -£1,078 -£1,862
Electricity -£446 -£583
Cleaning -£532 -£377
Improvements -£1,786 -£3,667
To PCC (loan repayment,insurance,hire) -£3,600 -£5,081
Misc -£98 -£105

Total -£7,540 -£11,675

Surplus for 2015 £1,873
Forward from 2014 £1,329

£3,202

Ringfenced donation/deposit) -£80

Available balance £3,122

I verify that this is a true account of the income and expenditure for 
Littlehempston Community Space

Alison Tayor (Treasurer) Jill Todd (Secretary)

Dated Dated

January 1st to December 31st 2015

Balance at December 31st 2015

for the financial year ending December 31st 2105
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