
Community Space Annual General Meeting January 28th 2015

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2014
 

We've changed the date of the Annual Meeting (and Report) from May to January, so parts of this 
report will sound familiar to those of you who came to the May 2014 meeting.

What are the aims of the Littlehempston Community Space?
Opened in May 2012, it serves as the parish's “Village Hall”. It provides a range of activities and 
events that both add to the social life of Littlehempston, as well as raising vital funds to keep the 
church open both for religious services and community use. The “Space Team” (a preferable name 
to management committee!) also raises funds through grants and donations to improve the facilities.

Activities and achievements in 2014

At the last Annual Meeting in May, the aims for the coming two years were agreed as:
Ø offer more activities for young people
Ø offer more for the older people in the parish
Ø develop the potential for private hire especially as a wedding venue
Ø improve energy efficiency
Ø install the internal porch 
Ø raise funds for lighting

So how did we do? 

Regular activities
Ø 3 regular exercise classes:  Gentle Exercise, T’ai Chi and Pilates (started October)
Ø Coffee mornings every month run by Liz Miller
Ø Twinkling Stars - new Parent & Toddler group (started November)

Monthly events
Ø Kid's Cinema with pizza
Ø Voices of Littlehempston - local history
Ø Travelling Hopefully - music and verse from Visible Ink
Ø Bargain in the Barn fundraiser
Ø Spring Supper
Ø Wildflower Walk, Moth Trapping and The Big Mow - appreciating local natural history
Ø Desert Island Discs - farewell to Nicholas
Ø Out of Memoriam - Val Belsey's World War One play
Ø Call my Bluff - the world of antiques
Ø Villages in Action productions: Ben & Alfie, Beneath the Albion Sky, and Cirkus Spektakular
Ø Christmas Craft Fair
Ø Christmas Children's Party
Ø Christmas Tree Lighting and Carol Service
Ø Villagers Night Raffle

Space Hire
Ø Lettings including Parish Council monthly meetings and Community Pub meetings

Local and Natural History resources
Ø Local History archive on display in the Lady Chapel appreciated by many visitors
Ø Local Wildlife display showing the amazing range of wildlife just outside the door

Thank you to Jenny Galton-Fenzi for both these much appreciated resources.

And a big thank you to all those of you who helped with events both in the church and elsewhere, 
and, in particular, Claire Donovan, Nicky Oldridge, Sandra Law and Chris Waters, who all suggested
and organised specific events, and to Neil Kelly for his brilliant posters.



Improvements 
Ø a safety fence in the churchyard - thank you to John Todd
Ø a splendid new porch to improve insulation
Ø refurbishment of the War Memorial by Bruce Kirby - thanks to the Tally Ho for their support
Ø Loop system for those with hearing aids - thank you to all who contributed
Ø Tea Urn for the kitchen - from a donation in memory of Helen Payne

Developing private hire income
Ø After much consultation and thought, a plan agreed by all concerned was produced to 

provide occasional but valuable income from hiring the Community Space and adjacent field 
for wedding receptions and blessings. Agreement was reached with somebody willing to 
promote and run the scheme, but sadly they have had to withdraw, so we are currently 
looking for a replacement to take this forward.

Ø We are now registered with Dixcot Locations as a potential film location. Any proposed use 
would be with the full agreement of all concerned, including the PCC and village neighbours.

Angel Award - working together
Ø The "time, effort and determination" put in to secure the future of Littlehempston's church and

village pub by setting up the Community Space and organising the community purchase of 
the Tally Ho, was recognised by English Heritage through their Angel Awards Scheme. 

How have funds been raised and spent?
Ø Fundraisers at the church & regular and one-off lettings
Ø Littlehempston Lottery – a huge thank you to Ken Wood, lottery organiser!
Ø Littlehempston Fete – many thanks to the Fete Committee and supporters!
Ø Donations & Grants

The money raised has been spent on paying bills, improvements, paying off the loan on the building 
works and a contribution to the PCC for insurance and costs of running the building. (For details on 
finances, see attached Financial Report)

How is the Space managed?
The Space Team is made up of local residents and supporters and is run as a sub committee of the 
PCC in order to benefit from the church’s insurance, charitable status and ability to collect Gift Aid. 
Details of governance are outlined in the constitution that was ratified at the EGM in January 2015. 

Responsibilities over the past year have included:
Ø promoting and organising regular events and activities
Ø managing bookings from private hirers
Ø maintaining hire, accounting and administration systems
Ø keeping financial accounts
Ø paying oil and electricity bills, and maintaining the boiler and septic tank
Ø organising and paying for cleaning of the Space and buying cleaning/toilet/ supplies

Team members over the last year:  Lesley Colley, Rev Tom Benson, James Drummond, 
Jody Fendick (Twinkling Stars rep - co-opted November) Jenny Galton-Fenzi, Liz Miller (PCC), Rev.
Nicholas Pearkes (retired), Colin Platt, Ali Taylor (Chairperson/Acting Treasurer) and Jill Todd 
(Secretary/Bookings Co-ordinator). Meetings are open to all. 

Summary

The Community Space has hosted some great events and activities over the last year and progress 
has already been made in achieving the goals set last May, whilst having a lot of fun at the same 
time! Particularly pleasing is the start up of Twinkling Stars. We'll keep working on the aims set in 
May - better lighting, sound systems and improved insulation still need work. Another aim that the 
Team all agree on is the need to get more people to help - not necessarily to attend meetings, but to
take a share of all the myriad little jobs that are needed to keep our Space up and running. Over to 
you! 



LITTLEHEMPSTON COMMUNITY SPACE FINANCIAL REPORT 

INCOME 2013-14
Events (less expenses) £2,620 £3,123
Private Hire £298 £385
Exercise classes £1,070 £705
Village Lottery £608 £495
Fete £3,050 £1,600
Grants £1,000 £2,275
Donations £193 n/a

Total £8,838
Forward from 2013
Ringfenced grant for porch £3,250
Refundable deposit for Space hire £50
Donation for kitchen equipment £100
Non ringfenced income from 2013 £766

Total £4,166

TOTAL INCOME £13,004

EXPENDITURE
Oil -£1,862 £2,450
Electricity -£583 £419
Cleaning -£377 £337
To PCC -£5,081 £1,681
Capital works on porch -£3,250

-£150
Kitchen Urn -£70
Fence -£117
Setting up Twinkling Stars -£80
Misc including Xmas tree -£105 £711

TOTAL EXPENDITURE -£11,675

Balance at December 31st 2014 £1,329

Ringfenced Income
Grant £1,000.00
Kitchen equipment donation £30.00
Refundable deposit for Space hire £50.00
Total £1,080.00
Available balance £248.87

I verify that this is a true account of the income and expenditure for 

Alison Tayor (Treasurer) Jill Todd (Secretary)

Dated Dated

January 1st to December 31st 2014

Improvements: War memorial

Littlehempston Community Space for the financial year ending December 31st 2104


