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What are the aims of the Littlehempston Community Space? 
Opened in May 2012, it serves as the parish's “Village Hall”. Lots of activities and events have 
been made possible through the adaptation of the church that add to the social life of 
Littlehempston, as well as raising vital funds to keep the church open both for religious services 
and community use. The “Space Team” (a preferable name to management committee!) also 
raises funds via grants and donations to improve the facilities.  
 
Activities and achievements over the last year 
A great mix of activities has been organised to provide both fun and income with further 
entertainment provided by some private hire such as Val Hoare's Ceilidh. A big thank you to all 
those of you who helped with events both in the church and elsewhere, and in particular Claire 
Donovan, Nicky Oldridge, Sandra Law, Jenny Galton Fenzi and Chris Waters, who all 
suggested and organised specific events.  
 
Here’s a summary of how the Space has been used over the last year:  
Ø 2 communal meals (Ooh La La French Evening and Christmas Villagers’ Night) 
Ø 9 events: Nicholas's Detectorists' Weekend; Auction of Promises; two Cinema Nights 

(one for adults and one for children); Dance Theatre with Panta Rei; Xmas Craft Fair 
combined with the lighting of the Xmas Tree and Carols; Voices of Littlehempston history 
evening; Travelling Hopefully poetry with Visible Ink; Bargain in the Barn. 

Ø 2 regular classes:  Gentle Exercise and T’ai Chi 
Ø Coffee mornings every month 
Ø Littlehempston Toddlers – sadly closed at the end of the summer term 2013 
Ø Parish Council monthly meetings 
Ø Private lettings including Val Hoare's Macmillan Cancer fundraisers, Littlehempston 

Community Pub meetings and one wedding reception. 
Ø Local History archive on display in the Lady Chapel appreciated by many visitors 
Ø Living Churchyard display showing the amazing range of wildlife just outside the door 

 
Besides organizing events, the Team raised funds for improvements and paying off the loan 
on the capital works that created the Space, as well as investigating development of new ways 
to generate income and reduce expenditure.  
 
Over the last year, these have included: 
Ø additional heating in the form of wall heaters 
Ø a safety fence in the churchyard 
Ø the Living Churchyard display board, organised by Jenny Galton-Fenzi and made by 

John Floyd 
Ø grants to build a porch to improve insulation - work on which should start shortly.  
Ø commissioning of a renewable energy report to help plan long term energy efficiency 
Ø research into hiring the church for filming 
Ø research into hiring the church and adjacent field for wedding receptions and blessings 
Ø establishing a mutually supportive relationship with the Littlehempston Community Pub 
Ø provision of Christmas Tree and contribution towards the cost of Christmas flowers  

 
How have funds been raised? 
Ø Fundraisers at the church & regular and one-off lettings 
Ø Littlehempston Lottery – a huge thank you to Ken Wood, lottery organiser! 
Ø Littlehempston Fete – many thanks to the Fete Committee and supporters! 
Ø Donations & Grants 



How is the Space managed? 
The Space Team is made up of local residents, a representative of the PCC (Parochial Church 
Council), a village representative and a representative of any user groups. It is run as a sub 
committee of the PCC in order to benefit from the church’s insurance, charitable status and 
ability to collect Gift Aid. Details of governance are outlined in the constitution that was ratified 
at the AGM in May 2013. Further amendments have since been discussed and agreed by the 
PCC and Space Team and are to be proposed at the 2014 AGM. 
 
Space Team responsibilities over the past year have included: 
Ø promoting and organising regular events and activities 
Ø managing bookings from private hirers 
Ø maintaining hire, accounting and administration systems 
Ø keeping financial accounts 
Ø paying oil and electricity bills, and maintaining the boiler and septic tank 
Ø organising and paying for cleaning of the Space and buying cleaning/toilet/ supplies 
Ø raising funds for improvements 
Ø researching new ways of generating income 

 
Team members over the last year:  Lesley Colley, James Drummond, Jackie Goult 
(Littlehempston Toddlers) who resigned in summer 2013, Liz Miller, Rev. Nicholas Pearkes, 
Colin Platt (PCC), Ali Taylor (Chairperson/Acting Treasurer) and Jill Todd (Secretary/Bookings 
Co-ordinator). Meetings are open to all and Derek Goult (PCC treasurer), Jenny Galton-Fenzi 
(History Archive & Living Churchyard) and Sandra Law have all attended and contributed. Neil 
Kelly has designed the great range of promotional posters. 
 
Summary 
Over the last year, the Space has provided lots of delightful entertainment. Much fun has been 
had and much money has been raised and put to good use. At the last AGM, the following aims 
were agreed. Over the coming year to: 
Ø offer more activities for young people 
Ø increase the number of regular hirings, eg classes, possibly supported by funding 
Ø develop the potential for private hire through promotion and leaflets 
Ø continue to develop a varied programme of events  
Ø improve energy efficiency 
Ø raise funds for a new internal porch and lighting 

 
Much has been achieved already, though these goals seem to be good ones to keep for the 
coming year. Another aim that the Team all agree on is the need to get more people to help - 
not necessarily to attend meetings, but to take a share of all the myriad little jobs that are 
needed to keep our Space up and running. Over to you! 

 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY MAY 2013 TO APRIL 2014 

 
Income  2012-13 Expenditure  2012-13 

Events & Activities £3,123 £3,558 Cleaning £337 £236 
Private Hire £342 £180 Heating oil/boiler service £1,904 £382 
Exercise Classes £705 £483 Electricity £419 0 
Village Lottery £495 £981 Living Churchyard £50  
Village Fete £1,600 £2,600 Safety fence (50% with PCC) £117  
DARE energy report grant £250  DARE Energy Report  £539  
Donations £25  Transfer to PCC to pay off loan £1,681  
Grants for porch £2,250     
Miscellaneous 0 £200 Miscellaneous £5 £110 
      
Total £8,790   £5,052  
 
Surplus from above plus balance from previous year = £4,297 (held in NatWest account) This is allocated 
to expenditure on new porch, kitchen equipment, oil, fire equipment check and new shelving. 


