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with financial summary from July 2012 to April 2013 

  
 
The Space Opens 
Littlehempston Community Space was opened on May 26th 2012 with a celebratory family day, 
after a busy winter of “re-ordering” to create a flexible multi-use space. The quality and quantity 
of food and good cheer set the tone for a successful year in which our village has enjoyed a 
wide variety of events and activities. There’s been much effort behind the scenes not only to put 
on activities, but also to create ways of running the Space smoothly and to generate enough 
income to keep the church open for future generations.    
 
How successful has the re-ordering been? 
Any anxieties about how the church might look after the “re-ordering” evaporated on opening. 
The church “in repose” (with pews in place for a service) looked little different from before the 
building works. However, we now have toilets, a modern kitchen and heating. The most 
innovatory feature of the re-ordering was to put wheels on the pews, enabling the Space to be 
set up for different uses and quickly re-ordered for the next event. For example, in September 
for the Grand Opening, the nave was set up for a theatrical performance with dining tables in 
the side aisles. Within 30 minutes after the event, the church was “in repose” ready for the 
service the following day.  The Visitors’ Book is full of enthusiastic comments, praising the 
“exemplary re-ordering”.  
 
How has the Space been used? 
Local people were consulted about using the Space and already many suggestions have been 
put into action. A great mix of activities including exercise classes, concerts, theatre, meals, 
craft fairs, cinema and regular coffee mornings have provided both fun and income. The Space 
has been let to increasing numbers of private hirers to generate further income and some of 
these events have provided further entertainment for the village.   
 
A big thank you to all those of you who have suggested and organised events both in the 
church and elsewhere.  Here’s a summary of what’s happened over the last year – an estimated 
2,000 visits have been made (some people have been more than once!). This figure does not 
include those who have attended the religious services or have made individual visits. 
  

• 4 communal meals (Longest Day supper, Harvest Lunch, Villagers’ Night & Spring Supper) 
• 9 events including Anneka Friedland’s concert, Grand Opening with performance by 

Freddie Denman, Handmade in the Hems and Christmas Craft Fairs, Friendly Fireworks, 
Tree lighting & Carols, The Messiah, Barn Dance and  Skylark music & poetry. These 
have been organised either by the Space Team or by local supporters. 

• 3 regular classes:  Zumba, Gentle Exercise and T’ai Chi 
• Coffee mornings every month 
• Littlehempston Toddlers twice a week  
• Cinema Night most months 
• Parish Council monthly meetings 
• Private lettings including parties, Rowcroft fundraiser, concerts, music workshops and use 

as the Polling Station 
 

Many visitors to the church are delighted by the Local History archive on display in the Lady 
Chapel and by the local wildlife that flourishes in the surrounding Living Churchyard – many 
thanks to those who participate in the twice yearly Big Mow.  

 



How have funds been raised? 
• Fundraisers at the church & regular and one-off lettings 
• Local people organizing outside events – Jubilee Cream Tea at the Hoares, Wildflower 

walks 
• Village fete 
• Littlehempston Lottery 
• Local appeals - Get the Pews on the Move 
• Donations & Grants 

 
How is the Space run? 
Littlehempston Community Space (LCS) is run by a committee (known as the Team) made up 
of Littlehempston residents, a representative of the PCC (Parochial Church Council), a village 
representative and a representative of each user group. After consideration of a number of 
options, it was decided that LCS would be run as a sub committee of the PCC in order to benefit 
from the church’s insurance, charitable status and ability to collect Gift Aid. Details of 
governance are outlined in the constitution, which was proposed in December 2012 and needs 
ratifying at this Annual Meeting. The Team had its first meeting in July 2012 and emerged from 
the old committee that had overseen the building works. 
 
Besides organizing events, the Team has raised funds, established a good working relationship 
with the PCC, set up hire, accounting and administration systems and a NatWest bank account 
and also promoted the Space via superb posters, Parish News, local media and web sites. 
Suggestions and offers to run events are always welcomed and an Open Meeting in January 
2013 gathered some great ideas and offers of help. 
 
Team members over the last year:  Lesley Colley, James Drummond, Jackie Goult 
(Littlehempston Toddlers), Rev. Nicholas Pearkes, Colin Platt (PCC), Ali Taylor (acting 
chairperson) and Jill Todd (acting secretary). Meetings are open to all and Derek Goult (PCC 
treasurer), Jenny Galton-Fenzi (History Archive & Living Churchyard) and Sandra Law have all 
attended and contributed. Neil Kelly has designed the great range of promotional posters. 
 
The coming year? 
Your suggestions on priorities for next year are most welcome! Areas already identified are: 
 

• more activities for young people 
• increase the number of regular hirings, eg classes, possibly supported by funding 
• develop the potential for private hire through promotion and leaflets 
• continue to develop a varied programme of events  
• improve energy efficiency 
• raise funds for a new internal porch and lighting 

 
 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY MAY 2012 TO APRIL 2013 
 
Income  Expenditure   
LCS Events £3,558    
Private Hire £180    
Exercise Classes £483    
Village Lottery £981 Cleaning £236  
Village Fete £2,600 Heating oil £382  
Miscellaneous £200 Miscellaneous £110  
 £8,002  £728  
Profit    £7,274 
 
All profit is used to maintain and improve the Community Space.  
A full set of accounts will be available at the end of 2013 by which time the Littlehempston 
Community Space Team will have been in operation for a full financial year. 


